
 

 

 

 
MICHAELMAS TERM 

YEAR 5 CURRICULUM 

ENGLISH 

The term will begin with a unit based on the book ‘The Golden Horsemen of Baghdad’. During this unit, pupils 
will learn about the history of Baghdad through our English work. We will cover a variety of writing genres 
including recount, debate/argument, narrative, poetry and many others. Reading Comprehension skills will 
be strengthened and used throughout the units in a variety of way and pupils in 5AR and 5HP will also 
complete a weekly spelling test which is linked to our new spelling scheme ‘Spelling League’. 

 

MATHEMATICS 

Place Value: Pupils will read, write, order, round and compare numbers to at least 1000000 and determine 
the value of each digit. They will interpret negative numbers in context, count forwards and backwards with 
positive and negative numbers.  
Addition and Subtraction: Pupils will add and subtract whole numbers with more than 4 digits, including using 
formal written methods. 
Statistics: Pupils complete, read and interpret information in tables and graphs including timetables. 
Multiplication and division: Pupils will multiply and divide whole numbers by 10, 100 and 1000. They will 
identify multiples and factors, and recognise and use square numbers and cube numbers.  
Perimeter and Area: Pupils will measure and calculate the perimeter of composite rectilinear shapes in 
centimetres and metres. They will also calculate and compare the area of rectangles. 
Through the above topics, pupils will learn to solve multi-step problems.  

 

SCIENCE 

Living things and their habitats: Pupils will learn how plants reproduce sexually and asexually. They will 
explore different life-cycles of animals which are a little less familiar and compare them to known animals. 
They will also explore the influences of Jane Goodall.  
Animals including humans:  Pupils will learn about the life cycle of a human being. They will investigate the 
development of babies and compare the gestation period of humans to other animals. They will learn about 
the changes experienced during puberty and why these occur. The pupils will also look at the changes to 
the body as humans get older, as well as comparing the life expectancy of different animals. 

 

THEME 

Early Islamic Civilisation: They will learn about the Importance of Baghdad in AD 900, The House of Wisdom 
and its legacy, as well as learning about significant discoveries and concepts developed by early Islamic 
scholars. They will study The First Four Caliphs, learning about the role of the caliphate in the early Islamic 
civilisation. The topic will be concluded by looking at Islamic Art. This topic will link closely to our English 
units of work. 
Our local area: Pupils will think about the needs of a settlement and Blackburn in particular, and the needs 
of the planet as a whole. They will find out where resources such as power and food come from. Pupils will 
have the chance to consider how their actions impact on others around the world after discussing the idea 
of a carbon footprint, and they will think about the changes that they could make to try to ensure that natural 
resources are shared so there is enough for everyone. 



 

 

 

COMPUTING 

E-safety: In this unit, the pupils will gain a secure understanding of passwords and e-security and will create 
rules for reporting dangers online. Programming: This term, they will gain an understanding of sequencing, 
selection, repetition and variables to create simple games. Microsoft Word: pupils will familiarise themselves 
with Microsoft Word and improve their skills in this area. 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Christianity and Judaism: Pupils will consider ‘rules for living’; during this, they will explore The Ten 
Commandments and Laws from Deuteronomy with a focus on ‘kosher’. Light as a symbol will be considered 
with a study of Hannukah, Advent and Christmas.  
 

 

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY 

Pupils will study great architects through time including Sir Christopher Wren, Antonio Gaudi and Frank 
Gehry. They will draw and analyse the architectural features of their favourite building and design a building 
of their own. They will learn about how arch bridges are built and have the opportunity to build their own. 

 

ART 

Pupils will learn about famous artists through the ages including Pablo Picasso, Andy Warhol, L.S. Lowry 
and William Morris. They will recreate their own versions of their most famous works, as well as 
drawing/painting their own creations in a similar style. 

 

MUSIC 

Pupils will continue to develop their glockenspiel skills by learning the ‘Arriba Melody’ and performing as an 
ensemble with increasing accuracy and control. Pupils will listen and recall sounds to improve their memory 
and learn new songs, rehearse acting and dancing in preparation for the Christmas Production. 

 

PSHEE 

Our Happy School: Pupils will be establishing ground rules. The focus is on developing a deeper 
understanding of personal responsibility for behaviour and how rules help us to work with others. Out and 
About: This unit of work focuses on how to develop responsibility for being safe in various situations. Pupils 
explore stereotyping and discrimination and consider people who can help them. 

 

FRENCH 

Our first topic ‘Getting to know you!’ will explore jobs that children might want to do when they grow up. 
Children will also learn to express their emotions and talk about the future. In the second half of term we will 
learn ‘All about ourselves’. Children will learn to describe their own appearance and talk about their health. 

 

PE, GAMES & SWIMMING 

In Swimming, the pupils will continue to build on their water confidence. They will further develop their front 
crawl and learn backstroke techniques, whilst trying to build upon and maintain a streamlined body position 
in the water. In PE and Games, the pupils will be working on their fitness levels and the effects a healthy 
lifestyle has on their bodies. The pupils will explore the different rules for many invasion games and recognise 
the importance of a sporting attitude. Pupils will have the opportunity to learn to ride a bike using the 
Bikeability framework. 


