
 

 

 

 

 

 

MICHAELMAS TERM 
YEAR 4 CURRICULUM 

 

ENGLISH 

In English this term, pupils will be looking at a series of Myths and Traditional Tales. This will help them 
to understand how a character and setting can effectively be introduced within the opening of a story. This 
will lead to pupils composing a story in their English lesson based on their own story map. They will also 
cover the topic of report writing, mainly focusing on the language and organisational features of reports. 
This will aid pupils in the writing of their own report. In Reading Comprehension, the pupils will be looking 
at a variety texts including story settings and non-fiction passages and answering questions related to 
these texts in full sentences. In their spelling work, the pupils will focus on particular word patterns each 
week and complete a spelling test every Friday. Punctuation and Grammar will cover adjectives, 
adverbials, paragraphs, inverted commas and fronted adverbials. 

 

MATHEMATICS 

In Mathematics, pupils will develop their mathematical fluency by focusing on: the place value of numbers 
to 1000; rounding numbers to the nearest 10, 100 and 1000; comparing and ordering numbers; adding 
and subtracting 4 digit numbers using formal written methods. Additionally, pupils will develop their 
explanation and reasoning skills within a variety of topics. Along with the curriculum activities the pupils 
will complete times table tests and develop strategies to improve their skills in this area. At the end of this 
academic year, there will be a statutory times table test for all year 4 pupils, therefore all pupils will need 
to ensure that they are fluent up to 12 x 12. 

 

SCIENCE 

Electricity: During this topic, the pupils will discover what materials create the best electrical conductors 
and then use this information to make switches. The pupils will learn about simple circuits and draw them 
within their workbooks. Using the information learned about circuits, the pupils will then create a functional 
circuit including a lightbulb and a switch. The pupils will then demonstrate further understanding of circuits 
by developing ways to change a bulb’s brightness. Sound: Pupils will learn that sounds are made when 
objects vibrate and that sounds travel through all states of matter. The pupils will investigate how well 
sound travels through different materials and they will discover how different instruments make sounds, 
including the study of pitch and loudness. 

 

THEME 

The topic of history will focus on art through the Ages; pupils will investigate how art techniques have 
been developed over time and the importance of the arts in society. Discussion will take place about 
Roman frescoes and mosaics and the wonderful illuminated scripts of the Anglo Saxons. The pupils will 
explore the intricate wood carvings on Viking ships and investigate some of the big art movements of 
Tudor times.  
 
In Geography, the pupils will investigate the differences between town and country – urban and rural, 
including land use and economic activity. As geographers they will begin to understand the major 
transport links between cities and the main ports and airports that link the UK to other countries. They 
will explore some of the UK’s ancient castles and monasteries, exploring the geographical reasons why 
they were located as they are. Pupils will identify some of the most recognisable buildings in the UK. 
 



 

 

 

COMPUTING 

E-safety: The pupils will gain further understanding of passwords and e-security, and create rules for 
reporting dangers online. Using the program Scratch, they will write quizzes by combining questions. The 
unit also teaches pupils the wider programming skills of solving problems, testing, debugging, improving 
and evaluating.  

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

This term, pupils will learn about both Hinduism and Christianity. We will look at the teachings of God in 
Hinduism and how a Hindu family worship. We will also explore how Advent and Christmas are celebrated 
around the world with a study of global celebrations in Mexico, Poland and Norway. 

 

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY 

Pupils will learn how textile containers, for example purses and wallets, are designed for different 
purposes and different users. They will design patterns/templates and join and reinforce fabrics. Pupils 
will identify design criteria and generate their own ideas. They will gain experience of dyeing techniques 
and embroidery skills. 

 

ART 

Pupils will research and explore Art through the ages. The pupils will create Roman mosaics. The pupils 
will develop their awareness of how pattern can be used to create the illusion of texture and how colour 
can be used to express ideas and feelings. 

 

MUSIC 

Pupils will continue to develop their glockenspiel skills by learning a how to play ‘London’s Burning’ and 
performing this as an ensemble. They will listen and recall sounds to improve their memory and will learn 
new songs for the Harvest Festival. Pupils will also rehearse acting, singing and dancing in preparation 
for the Christmas Production. 

 

PSHEE 

‘Our Happy School’: this term we will be looking at creating new ground rules with reference to established 
work from Year Three. We will cover: keeping ground rules, difficulties that could be encountered, 
managing ourselves, dealing with new situations, coping with sad/ scary situations and our responsibilities 
at school. In the second half of the term we will cover ‘Out and About’. The focus of this is on solving 
problems and anger management, again both linked to communication skills. Finally we will look at staying 
safe, investigating bullying and being out and about during the darker nights and the winter months. 

 

FRENCH 

In French, pupils will learn how to describe the weather and weather patterns using key phrases. They 
will also learn phrases linked to transport and the days of the week, including describing how they travel 
to school. Later on in the term, we will be looking at the currency used in France as well as starting to 
express likes and dislikes for various items. 

 

PE, GAMES & SWIMMING 

In Swimming, the pupils will continue to improve their water confidence. They will develop their front crawl 

technique and further improve their streamlined body position in the water. In PE and Games, the pupils 

will study health-related fitness and the effects of exercise on their bodies. They will explore dance in 

small groups, looking at body shaping. In Games they will look at different invasion games and begin to 

understand the importance of attack and defence. Pupils will have the opportunity to learn to ride a bike 

using the Bikeability framework. 


