
 

Queen Elizabeth's Grammar School, West Park Road, Blackburn BB2 6DF 
 

Tuesday, 30th April 2019 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Trinity Term Welcome Back 
 
We hope that the start of the Trinity term finds you and your children well rested after a most pleasant 
holiday. We are sure that our pupils are now eager to get back down to their studies. We are aware that 
our Year 6 pupils will have spent some of their free time preparing for the forthcoming examinations. 
Our pupils in Year 1 and Year 2 will also take part in national tests to assess their progress and 
attainment. It is particularly important at this time that they strike a sensible balance between work and 
play; in addition to this, it is paramount that they go to bed at a sensible time, free from the distractions 
of television and computer games. As a school, we do aim to minimise the impact that these 
assessments have on our pupils’ happiness and health.   
 
The Lent term saw each year group throughout the Primary Phase visit some rather special locations, 
each one supplementing their academic studies. Pupils enjoyed trips to Tatton Park, Chester Zoo and 
Thornton Hall Park Farm; EYFS metaphorically blasted off into space when the mobile planetarium 
visited school. The pupils in Key Stage 2 enjoyed a thrilling visit from the author Cliff McNish; they 
enjoyed listening to excerpts of his latest novels and many purchased signed copies of their favourite 
text. In addition to these outings and visits, there were many whole school events that took place in 
School: World Book Day 2019, the Year 5 and 6 Swimming Gala, our Verse Speaking Competition and 
Easter Events, such as the EYFS and KS1 Easter Bonnet Parade to name but a few. In addition, we 
presently have pupils taking part in judging books for The CILIP Carnegie & Kate Greenaway Children’s 
Book Awards with Mrs Dewhurst, our Head of Library at QEGS. 
 
The afterschool Chess Club has been working hard this term - and a Chess Squad is currently being 
assembled - in preparation for fixtures against other local schools next term. The pupils showcased the 
range of sporting talent throughout the term. The boys took part in the Blackburn with Darwen Key 
Stage 2 Football Tournament at St Bede’s RC High School, where they made it through to the quarter 
finals. Our Netball team achieved 4th place (out of 16 schools) in the Blackburn with Darwen Netball 
League at the BRIC – a huge accomplishment. We were extremely proud of our Year 5 & 6 boys 
achieving the title of Blackburn Cross Country Champions 2019, with our girls finishing 4th at this 
competition out of twenty-four schools. The Year 4 pupils worked hard to secure 2nd place out of 10 
schools at the Indoor Athletics Competition. We competed at the Blackburn Swimming Gala, one Year 
6 pupil magnificently achieving Town Champion whilst the team also gained five 2nd places and one 3rd 
place. In addition, some of our Year 3 & 4 pupils were invited to take part in a new Change 4 Life 
initiative at Blackburn College, whereby they engaged in energetic activities to improve their awareness 
of health and mindfulness. 
 
We would like to thank all of you, our dedicated parents and carers, for your ongoing support of the 
broad and balanced education we provide for your children at QEGS. Many of you offer the free time 
that you have to engage in events at school and support our outings – your commitment to us is 
recognised and we are most grateful.  
 
Our Primary Phase Governor, Mr Clark, visited us again last term. Mr Clark was pleased to note the 
good manners and positive behaviour for learning throughout our phase of the School. We were also 
pleased to host a visit from an external Head Teacher who validated that the teaching and learning 
taking place in our Primary Phase is good; we continue to work with other schools in the area as part 
of a SIG (School Improvement Group) whereby we host training and share good practice.  
 
 



 

Trinity Term Dates 
Looking forward to the term ahead, you will find attached a copy of the dates for the Trinity term. Please 
do take the time to record these in your diary. Where necessary, further details for each event will follow 
in the form of a letter.  
 
Summer Clothing 
Although daily temperatures appear to have increased a little, please do ensure that your child brings 
a coat to school. The pupils may now, however, choose to wear summer clothing. Girls may choose to 
wear a white short-sleeved shirt with their uniform, or the regulation summer dress with white knee-high 
socks or white tights. Boys may choose to wear a white short-sleeved shirt with their grey trousers or 
grey shorts. Further details can be found in the Pupil Planners. Should the weather be warm and bright, 
pupils will be expected to wear the regulation school sun hat (QEGS logo), available from Grays at 
£6.99.  
 
In addition to this, we would like to politely remind you that school trousers, socks and tights, with the 
winter uniform, should be plain grey.  
 
Pupil Attendance 
To ensure the smooth running of the Primary Phase and the safety of all children, parents and carers 
are asked to inform school before 09:00 if their child is absent. Please telephone Main Reception on 
01254 686300 each day your child is absent. On return to school, the child should bring a signed note 
from their parent or carer explaining the cause of absence.  
 
For the welfare of all children, parents should notify school immediately if their child is suffering from an 
infectious illness, or has been in contact with a serious infection. Absence from school for any reason 
other than illness is not allowed without obtaining prior written permission from the Head. Failure to 
report a child’s absence, or failing to seek permission for an absence, will result in an unauthorised 
absence being recorded and forwarded to the local authority. 
 
We look forward to seeing you at the many events arranged for this term, in particular the Primary 
Phase Prize Giving for Year 2 to Year 6 on Thursday, 11th July. We are confident that your children are 
making good progress in our Primary Phase and that they continue to thrive and succeed in the many 
opportunities available to them. As always, if you do have queries or concerns about any aspect of your 
child’s education, please don’t hesitate to get in touch with us, usually via the Form Teacher in the first 
instance. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Mrs K O'Donoghue     Mrs H Southworth  
Joint Head of Primary Phase     Joint Head of Primary Phase  
Teaching and Learning     Pastoral 
 
 


