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QEGS Does Strictly
This year we hosted our very own Strictly Come
Dancing competition. The competition involved
teachers from the school, with six couples
battling it out for the status of ‘QEGS 2018 Strictly
Champions’.
The couples had been receiving several dance lessons from a professional, which
all took place after school, indicating the commitment that was required from
those who volunteered to take part.
Pupils, students and teachers assembled in the Main Hall in their hundreds! With
the Strictly theme tune sounding, excitement was building. The Strictly Judging
Panel comprised of the Head, the Chair of Governors and current Head Girl,
complete with their score paddles.
The dancers did not disappoint, with lifts and footwork of extreme quality.
However, there could only be one winning couple, which left our judges with
an extremely difficult decision. Miss Bowker (Art) and Mr Peat (Biology) were
crowned QEGS 2018 Strictly Champions.
Next year will have a lot to live up to, with Mrs Gammon already hinting at a
Bushtucker Trial type event!
Thank you to everyone who donated. A total of £600.00 was raised which was
donated to the Barbados Sea Turtle Project, a charity that the school volunteered
with during a 2018 Barbados netball tour.

Great Expectations, Part One
QEGS once again revelled in a sense of
anticipation as ‘Great Expectations, Part
One’ came to be performed in the school
hall. The first instalment of Mr Ventress’
two-part adaptation of Dickens’ classic
novel followed on from his successful
production of ‘A Christmas Carol’ in 2015
and so expectations were, indeed, great for
an evening of engrossing theatre.

The aforementioned vignette of Christmas dinner in the
Gargery household also marked the welcome return to
the QEGS stage of Mr Peter Hargreaves, who shone as
Uncle Pumblechook, embodying the patronising, bullying
and menacing adult world which surrounds Pip with
equal amounts of Dickensian comic verve and bridging
the shift from the forge to Satis House perfectly. Equally
entertaining was Mr Simon Butterworth who, with his
flawless comic timing, created a hilarious caricature in
Mr Wopsle. When Pip’s narrative moved to London, Mr
Butterworth resurfaced as a laconic, worldly-wise, yet
highly personable Wemmick, clerk to Mr Jaggers.

Rhys Millington, rapidly becoming one of our youngest
QEGS stage veterans, ably opened the production with
his superbly characterised portrait of the guilt-ridden,
downtrodden Pip, between the ages of seven to around
fourteen. He communicated to the audience all the
psychological torment of this most complex of Dickens’
child heroes with the commitment and dramatic skill of
a true method actor. From his initially terrified and then
slowly empathetic interactions in the opening scenes with
Mr Derek Eames’ rough diamond of an escaped convict
Magwitch, returning to the QEGS stage in a very different
role to his Colonel in last summer’s ‘Journey’s End’. His
increasingly class-conscious awkwardness before the
mysterious and alluring Miss Havisham and Estella, Rhys
completely held the stage for the first forty-five minutes of
the performance .

As the focus of the action moved from the Gargery forge
to Satis House, so we were introduced to the icy and eerie
Miss Havisham of Eleanor Connell. Hers was yet another
of the stellar performances of the evening, her sinister yet
controlled characterisation commanding the stage; the
scene in which she turns on her grasping relatives and
assigns them all a place at her wedding/funeral table was
just one of many memorable moments which will stay with
us for months to come. We eagerly anticipate her even
larger role in Part Two. Amy Roscoe as the child version
of Estella was beautifully threatening, yet clearly magnetic
both for the audience and for Pip, her contempt and spite
towards him being almost palpable at times.

Some of the most memorable scenes in the first half were
those between Pip and Will Gedling’s truly “as-TON-ishing”
portrayal of Pip’s kindly, simple yet strangely wise brotherin-law, Joe Gargery. As well as easily having the lion’s share
of lines for the evening, Will also overcame the serious
challenge of delivering Joe’s often self-defeatingly wordy
dialect with aplomb, his highly authentic Kentish twang
being just one element in a performance which embodied
the character’s mannerisms and personality flawlessly; Will
seemed to have felt himself body and voice into the part
in a way which would not have disgraced the professional
theatre. Given this is only his second major role at QEGS,
his meteoric rise to star thespian is all the more impressive!
This was also a record first at QEGS for the sheer number
of teaching staff swelling the ranks of the cast - six in
all, if one discounts the late addition to the roster of
the director Mr Ventress as Mr Jaggers. Opposite Mr
Eames as Magwitch’s deadly enemy Compeyson was
Mr Christian Braime, in his first appearance since he
represented Charles Dickens himself in “A Christmas
Carol”, here a convincingly cowardly foil to Mr Eames’
ferocious, embittered Magwitch, their much-anticipated
on-stage brawl being one of the highlights of the evening.
Special mention must be made here of Connor Roscoe’s
Sergeant; in this scene and in his dramatic interruption to
the preceding Christmas dinner scene, Connor completely
dominated the stage, making this much more than a mere
cameo role.

It is always heartening to see significant newcomers to
the QEGS stage, and both evenings served to showcase
an exciting new crop of thespian talent among our year
sevens. One of the most prominent of these was Elizabeth
Case, who, as Pip’s childhood friend and later housekeeper
to the Gargery household, Biddy, delivered a wonderfully
warm, reassuring characterisation - complete with an
entirely convincing Kentish accent! - effortlessly and
credibly embodying her role both as a young child and
a young adult. She also doubled up ably as one of Mr
Jaggers’ poor clients as the action moved to London.
Other Year 7 pupils contributed a number of striking
cameos; Karima Shah added to the bullying of young Pip at
Christmas dinner as Mrs Hubble, as well as playing Herbert
Pocket’s little sister, Jane, and Jaggers’ mysteriously
strong housekeeper Molly in the London scenes; Jessica
Wharton-Jones showed real star potential as Miss
Havisham’s snobbish and hypocritical relative Camilla; Alex
Brown was full of affronted dignity as Matthew Pocket’s
self-deluded wife Belinda; and Zac Jones ably played
Jaggers’ somewhat slow client Mike and the silent role of
Alec, another young member of the Pocket tribe.
This was a production which, once again, brought together
pupils of all secondary ages; representing the Sixth Form
this time was Christian Peel, who gave us both a suitably
befuddled, hopeless Matthew Pocket and a growlingly
violent Orlick, Joe’s vengeful, resentful journeyman. The
climax of his quarrel scene with Mrs Joe and subsequent
fist fight with Joe elicited spontaneous applause from the
audience on both evenings. As the vicious, relentlessly
tongue-lashing sister of Pip, who has brought him up “by
hand” – and never lets him forget it! – Gabby Sandham
dominated the opening scenes with her spiky, fast-paced

delivery, another unsympathetic maternal role for her to
follow her Mrs Casper in “KES” two years ago.
Two further staff cameos are worthy of mention; Mr
Daniel Peat differentiated expertly between his two roles
as the supercilious Cousin Raymond and Pip’s affable
fellow student Startop; while Mr Tim Birtwistle made
an auspicious QEGS stage debut, providing welcome
and warm-hearted comedy late in the evening as the
octogenarian and intensely deaf “Aged Parent”, father to Mr
Butterworth’s Wemmick.
A lovely touch was the casting of brothers Hamza and Zak
Bux as the young and adult Herbert Pocket respectively.
As the “Pale Young Gentleman”, young Hamza was gamely
willing to be knocked down by Rhys’ Pip, while Zak ideally
projected the bonhomie of the shabby genteel and slightly
chaotic Herbert, no mean feat when his chief medium for
doing so was a very lengthy narrative scene which alone
must surely have contained more lines than several of the
smaller parts put together.
As Pip aged, so did the actor playing the role, and Seb
Roberts took on the role part way through the first half. By
this stage in the narrative, Pip has become a somewhat
bland, even passive hero, especially once he becomes a
“young fellow of Great Expectations”. As one of our finest
character actors, whose Stanhope in last year’s “Journey’s
End” still remains in many of our memories, this passivity
was a challenge for Seb, which he rose to admirably,
communicating successfully as he did Pip’s diffidence and
awkwardness with his new status, as well as his somewhat
unattractive and newly acquired snobbishness towards the
faithful Joe.
This was, in fact, the focus of the scene chosen in Mr
Ventress’ adaptation to conclude Part One, and, as such,
it formed the play’s muted, yet emotional climax. The
immensely touching performance of Will Gedling’s Joe
here, socially inept and embarrassed in the presence of
Pip’s new gentlemanly persona, achieved a dignity and
moral authority which could not be dimmed by Pip’s
censorious and frosty reception of him, brilliantly conveyed
by Seb in the play’s closing moments. There were a number
of damp eyes in the house as Joe’s parting words of “God
bless you, Pip, old chap!” rang in our ears at the final curtain.
This was a hugely ambitious production which was
performed with such confidence and conviction that all
involved should be very proud. The fabulous rotating
scenery designed and constructed by Mr Bendell and
painted by Miss Bowker; the atmospheric lighting delivered
by Miss Walmsley and sound by Mr Bendell and Miss
Bowker , along with their team of student assistants, all
contributed to the success of the evening. We left the hall
with a world full of characters in our minds, full of even more
great expectations for Part Two, to be staged in the Trinity
Term. We will most definitely be back for more…
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Act of
Remembrance
The Senior School held a short service with Years 7-10 in the Main Hall
and Years 11-13 in Big School.
At 11:00 a bell sounded and all pupils and students were asked to stand. The Head (Mr.
Russell for Years 11-13) then read the well-known words “They shall grow not old as we
that are left grow old: Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. At the going
down of the sun and in the morning We will remember them”.
This was immediately followed by a two-minute silence which was beautifully observed.
After the end of the service all pupils and students respectfully filed past the War
Memorials in Big School.
There was also an excellent turn out for the Town Act of Remembrance held at Blackburn
Cathedral. Just shy of 30 pupils and students across the full age range and three members
of staff took part in the service and then paraded up to Corporation Park for the ceremony
at the Memorial. Harry Newman, Head Boy, placed the wreath on behalf of the school.
It was good to see other QEGS pupils taking part in the Service with Seb Roberts in the
choir and Lily Spur representing the naval cadets.

Remembrance
in the Primary Phase
Roald
Dahl Day
For Roald Dahl Day the Pupil Librarians
and Mrs Dewhurst, our Head of Library,
held a cupcake decorating competition
for our new Year 7 pupils.
The activity took place in the Library at lunchtime
and many pupils were extremely keen to take part.
The various delicious toppings were related to
the themes of some of Dahl’s famous books, with
the book Even more Revolting Recipes being well
used to help with some decorating ideas. The Year
7 pupils who took part created some marvellous
creations and later enjoyed their finger-licking
cupcakes.
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Our Reception pupils have been learning about Remembrance Day and the significance of the poppy. All pupils
contributed their creative skills to make a giant poppy. They also listened to The Last Post and observed the two-minute
silence impeccably.

Bridgewater Hall Trip
The GCSE music pupils headed for a night out
in Manchester. A feast at Pizza Express put
food in tummies and smiles on faces before
they headed to the Bridgewater Hall for an
evening’s entertainment and, of course,
musical inspiration and analysis!
The Manchester Concert Orchestra, plus the Bridgewater
Hall organ with the stops out, can make the seats at the
back of the circle vibrate – as we discovered during the
first piece played at the sound-and-light extravaganza:
Richard Strauss’s ‘Sunrise’ from Also Sprach Zarathustra.
Memorably used for 2001: A Space Odyssey, the
music was also used in the UK as the musical backing
for TV coverage of the Apollo space launches. It was
immediately followed by John Williams’ Star Wars main

theme, the new GCSE set work, before self-confessed
Trekkie conductor, Pete Harrison, introduced us to Arthur
Bliss’s march from the 1936 film Things to Come.
The things to come included Holst’s ‘Jupiter’ and ‘Mars’
from The Planets suite, Jerry Goldsmith’s stirring main
theme to Star Trek: The Motion Picture and Stu Phillips’
theme for the original Battlestar Galactica. Given his long
and triumphant association with the science-fiction genre,
it was no surprise that John Williams’ music featured
heavily. Not only was there much more from Star Wars
– including pieces from Attack of the Clones and The
Phantom Menace which proved that the music at least
was worth revisiting – but we also heard from E.T: The
Extra-Terrestrial and Close Encounters of the Third Kind.
Throughout, the swirling stage smoke and sweeping
lights provided a visual accompaniment that was almost

as stirring as the music. There was audience participation
for Barry Gray’s Thunderbirds theme (the final piece listed
on the programme), with the orchestra and audience
providing the 5 – 4 – 3 – 2 – 1 countdown as well as a
hearty shout of “Thunderbirds are go!”
When Harrison returned to the stage in Jedi robes and
wielding a light-sabre, it was clear that the entertainment
wasn’t over. For an encore, he led the orchestra through
the end-title theme to Star Wars (A New Hope). The
second encore, and final piece, was heralded by Harrison
pulling his white shirt open to reveal a Superman t-shirt
beneath, and again the theme was accompanied by
pyrotechnics and a dazzling display of lights and lasers.
It was a stirring, dramatic finale to a wonderful concert
enjoyed by all!
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Comic Strip
Artist Adam
Cadwell Visit

Entrepreneurship Talk Blackburn College

Comic strip artist Adam Cadwell not only
assisted our Art department during one
of their Creative Days but he also donated
signed copies of his books for the school’s
Library!

Mr Taylor and Ms Walmsley took Year 12 Business and Economic A level students to a Careers
and Entrepreneurship event at Blackburn College as part of the Global Entrepreneurship Week.

Thank you Adam for this kind gesture.

The students heard a number of talks from local entrepreneurs about their business, how they set their business up,
the obstacles that they have had to overcome and what they think it takes for young people to become a successful
entrepreneur. There was a chance at the end for our students to ask questions to the seven contributors and to talk to
them about their experiences and ask advice. Maybe in the future this will inspire one of them to be the next Alan Sugar or
Deborah Meaden!

Classics and Science
Departments Team Up to
Take Pupils to London
The Classics and Science Departments teamed up to take 42 pupils
from Year 10 and Year 11 to London.
The pupils met bright and early at Preston Station and travelled to London by train. The
first activity was a walk along the South Bank and over the Thames to see the Houses
of Parliament, 10 Downing Street, Trafalgar Square and Buckingham Palace. They then
travelled by tube to the Natural History Museum for lunch and visits to some of the world
famous exhibits. After that, the party split, with the Classicists heading off to the British
Museum to see the Greek and Roman exhibits and the Scientists spending time in the
Science Museum. The whole party then met at the British Museum, before walking back
to Euston for the train home. It was a long day, but the pupils really enjoyed themselves.
For some, it was their first trip to the nation’s capital.
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Anne Frank Trust
The History department organised for the
Anne Frank Trust to visit our school to teach
pupils about the life of Anne Frank and how it
relates to modern day society.
Our Year 9 pupils worked with the Anne Frank Trust for
two weeks. Within those two weeks, they were trained
as peer guides and toured many different age groups
around our exhibition. They were split into two groups of
10, and each pair of tour guides were given a section to
learn in detail and then distributed the information to each

group that visited the exhibition. Each section included a
part of Anne Frank’s life and how the events leading up to
and during the Holocaust affected the Frank family’s life.
The two weeks consisted of over 20 tours during school
hours and an after school tour for the governors. The
pupils, students, teachers and governors that experienced
the Anne Frank exhibit were all moved by the information
that was given during the tours.

learnt about prejudice, extremism and terrorism as well
as Anne Frank’s diary and the history of the Frank family,
the introduction of the Nazi racist state, and appalling
consequences of the Holocaust.

The Anne Frank Trust taught the pupils a variety of things
about Anne Frank’s life and the events that led up to World
War II. They also taught them how to respect other people
from different backgrounds, races and ethnic groups. We

‘’This has been a great experience and one that I will
remember.’’

The exhibition challenged our pupils to think about how
these issues are relevant today and what we can do to
prevent prejudice and discrimination.

Mental Elf 5k Run
for Mental Health Awareness
Dr Butler, Mrs Wild, Mr Birtwistle and Miss Sharples completed the Mental Elf 5k Fun
Run for Mental Health Awareness at Witton Park.
It raised funds for Lancashire Mind who support people in our area with Mental Health Awareness and support.
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Head of Primary Awards

22.09.17 Fahad Shaikh (6LC) received the first Head of
Primary Award for this academic year. Fahad consistently
demonstrates his kind nature, responsible attitude and
confident nature around school. He is an excellent role
model to all of our pupils.

Juvenes
Translatores
Linguists in the Sixth Form had the
opportunity to participate in this
international competition organised by
the European Commission.
This was an excellent opportunity for students to
put into practice all that they have learned in their
language lessons – it was an excellent experience
for all.
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29.09.17 Hannah Case 5AR received the Head of
Primary Award for being kind – one of our key values.
Hannah frequently demonstrates how she embraces all
of our values. She is a credit to our school.

06.10.17 Sameeha Fazal 5AR received the Head of
Primary Award for being responsible – one of our key
values. Sameeha frequently offers to help her peers
and teachers in a moment of need. Sameeha is always
responsible and kind.

Language Enrichment Afternoon
Year 11 enjoyed a Languages Enrichment afternoon, listening to various speakers explaining the
advantages of learning languages and how this skill is valued in the world of work.
Pupils had the opportunity to listen to OB, Ian Brown, speak about his experiences in industry and how communication
and understanding other cultures has proved essential. Graduate, Abboh Yazarov, from Manchester University described
the value he places on languages and Dr Birgit Smith from Lancaster University, explained all the different pathways that
are available for pursuing languages with courses focussing solely on languages to the various combinations available,
for example Chemistry and German or Economics and French. Taster lessons in new languages were on offer with pupils
having the chance to sample Russian with Mrs Lapinskas, Japanese with Mr Cordwell, Italian with Mrs Mariner, Romanian
with Ms Vintila or Spanish with Mrs Tattersall. Our pupils gained a lot from the experience.

Meet the
Employers
The whole of Year 12 attended a Careers event put on in Singleton
House by the Careers department. All students attended four
sessions throughout the morning where they were given a
presentation by a particular sector of their choice.
Students were able to choose from: law, medicine, engineering, accountancy,
investment banking, social work, NHS careers, modern degree level apprenticeships
and a UCAS and student finance presentation by Edge Hill University. This was a
fantastic opportunity for students to hear first-hand about a range of careers and to
question the presenters on their own particular career path and university experience.
As Year 12 start to think more seriously about their own UCAS applications, this
experience will have generated as many new questions as they gained answers. A
number of Year 13 students who have already applied to University also attended to
aid their own applications and possible interviews.

National
Apprenticeship
Show Trip
A group of Year 11 pupils, who showed an interest in starting an
apprenticeship post GCSE, attended the National Apprenticeship
Show with Mr Taylor and Miss Sharples at Manchester Central
Convention Centre.
This was an excellent opportunity for the pupils to meet and talk to a large number of
both local and national apprenticeship providers and employers including, BAE, BMW,
The Armed Services, the NHS and many smaller providers. Pupils will certainly have
benefitted from these individual meetings and the larger seminars provided.

National Non-Fiction Month
National Non-Fiction November is the Federation of Children’s Book Groups’ annual
celebration of all things factual. Born out of National Non-Fiction Day, the whole month now
celebrates all those readers that have a passion for information and facts and attempts to bring
non-fiction celebration in line with those of fiction.
During November, our school Library organised lots of activities to surround this special month - collaborating with
other departments, which included the annual Remembrance display, a Readathon, lettering with DT, a Coding activity,
both Business Studies and Sociology created mini libraries, a display of brand new non-fiction resources, animal Art,
Bloomsbury Publishers 12 months of all things factual, a Skype session with the ever-popular children’s author Tom
Palmer, and not forgetting our Primary Phase and the Walker Book Publisher poster competition.
An eventful time was had by all - with an extra 275 non-fiction books being issued during November!
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National Skills Show
A group of Year 11 pupils
interested in Apprenticeships
were accompanied by
Mr Taylor and Miss Sharples
to the National Skills show at
the NEC.
Whilst it was a considerable journey
there and back, it was an excellent
event with a huge number of exhibitors
covering a very wide range of careers.
The students had the opportunity to
talk to the representatives and to try
out many of the activities on offer- this
included bricklaying, mechanics and
floral arranging. Our pupils gained an
incredible amount from the day and it
was a very worthwhile experience.

North Schools’ Modern
Languages Debating Competition
Four of our Sixth Formers went to Cheadle
Hulme School to represent the school in the
North Schools’ Modern Languages Debating
Competition.
The topics for debate were challenging. ‘A formal
education is the key to success in life’ and ‘Success is
the source of happiness’. Alastair Simmons and Noor
Qureshi were in the Spanish debates and they were
judged to have won one debate and lost the second. In
the French competition, Adam Jones and Hafsah Valli did
tremendously well, winning both of their debates and so
going through to the semi-final. Unfortunately, in the semifinal they met two girls from Manchester High School for
Girls who spoke better French than Emmanuel Macron,
the French President, and so it was back in the minibus
and home. However, both pairs did superbly well.
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Paul Jenkins revisits
QEGS Library on
National Poetry Day
2017
We were delighted to welcome back to QEGS poet and author Paul
Jenkins.
The day started off with Paige Feast from Year 7 sharing some of her poetry in assembly,
then moving onto workshops for Year 7, Year 9 and Year 10. Those pupils who didn’t have
the opportunity to work with Paul made their way to meet him at lunchtime, with lots of
questions being asked. A book signing session also took place.
National Poetry Day was a wonderful day of celebrations through poetry, with pupils
creating some extremely powerful verse, sharing this verse and delighting in the day itself.
There was no better way to celebrate the day than to host such a fun, yet also serious take
on poetry, with the perfect poet and author in school to ensure that happened.

Samantha Hepworth Awarded Gold Crest
The CREST Awards are innovative science
awards that allow Sixth Form students to
complete an independent science project.
The Gold CREST Award is the highest level of
achievement and requires more than 70 hours of
independent work, including designing a project from
the guidelines and then completing the project from the
planning to the final stages. The criteria are designed to
challenge students.

CREST gave Samantha an opportunity to improve Core
skills such as teamwork and communication, whilst also
developing her scientific knowledge through working
alongside the schools Biology and Chemistry staff.
Samantha’s Project was titled “Is organic chicken better
for us than non-organic?” She investigated the fat, protein
and other constituent contents of chicken breast samples
using scientific analysis. Samantha documented her
findings in a report which she submitted and awarded
with a Gold CREST Award. A fantastic achievement.

Prize Giving 2017
Our annual Prize Giving took place at King George’s Hall.
Pupils, students, staff, governors, Old Blackburnians and parents attended the event
which saw BBC producer and Old Blackburnian, Charlotte Hindle, deliver an entertaining
and insightful speech on her days at the school and her career so far.
The afternoon began with opening addresses from Chair of Governors, Mr David Peat,
and Head of School, Mrs Claire Gammon. A review of the school year followed, read
by existing pupils, highlighting the varied activities and events held during the previous
12 months. Many ex-students and current students and pupils collected awards for
attainment, effort, subject, sport, house, music and drama. We were also entertained by
the QEGS and Year 7 choir as well as a musical interlude from Sixth Form student Lucy
Hargreaves.
Following tradition, the event ended with a vote of thanks from current Head Boy and
Head Girl, with the singing of the National Anthem to conclude the event.
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Blackburn
with Darwen
Careers Event

The Careers Department took the whole of Year 11 to the inaugural Blackburn with Darwen
Career’s event, run by the council’s New Direction team, in Blackburn Cathedral.
Pupils were able to spend the morning talking to many local employers, universities and groups offering
apprenticeships. They had the opportunity to attend a number of employment specific seminars. This was an
excellent event which allowed pupils to collect a great deal of information about possible career routes.

Year 1 Visit Cuerden Valley Park
Forty very excited Year 1 pupils set off on their first trip to Cuerden
Valley Park. The pupils were keen to begin their exciting Science
work in their Nature Journals. Upon arrival they were greeted by the
volunteers who delivered a health and safety talk before setting off.
This was very important to make sure everyone knew how to keep safe!
The pupils were divided into groups and began their enthralling nature work. Miss
Presho’s class headed straight for the ponds, where they found a huge array of aquatic
mini-beasts. Meanwhile, Miss Tiffany’s class adventured deep into the woods to find other
creepy crawlies lurking among the trees and rocks. The groups then swapped activities
and continued their search for mini-beasts.
After lunch the pupils headed out on a bear hunt! They listened to the story written by
Michael Rosen, ‘We’re Going On a Bear Hunt’, before heading out into the woods to find
bear food, create a bear den and, most importantly, find the sleeping bears!
It’s safe to say that our Year 1 pupils are turning into excellent nature detectives!
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Year 5 Trip to The Lowry
Theatre in Salford

UCAS Fair, Etihad
Manchester
The Careers department took the whole of Year 12 to the annual UCAS Fair at the Etihad
Stadium, Manchester.
Mr Taylor, accompanied by Miss Wildman, Miss Ash, Miss Sharples and Miss Jones, took 65 students to research
possible degree options from the wide range of Universities, locally and nationally, that were represented. Students
had the opportunity to talk directly to representatives from each establishment and to discuss their options. This
year there was also a hall dedicated to Post 18 Apprenticeship and Degree Apprenticeship options. Students took
advantage of the seminars on the UCAS process and the University Finance. It was an excellent event and students will
really have started to understand the process enabling them to think about their own personal pathways into Higher
Education.

Year 5 pupils enjoyed a trip to The Lowry
Theatre in Salford; here they visited the
exhibition of LS Lowry’s work. They tested
out their artistic skills by drawing portraits
of their friends: first with their eyes closed,
working from memory, and then a detailed
version with their eyes open!
Model Magic Clay was used to create portrait sculptures
similar to that of Lowry’s portrait drawings. An artist based
at The Lowry showed the pupils how to use watercolours
in the same way that real artists use them. Lowry’s
paintings, such as ‘Head of a Man with Red Eyes’, ‘Portrait
of Ann’ and ‘Head of a Boy’ were all recreated by the
pupils.
They went on to work with watercolour paint and water,
subsequently blowing the paint carefully so that it sprayed
paint in a chosen pattern. Sketching skills were also
enhanced as the pupils sketched the bridge in Salford
Quays; this was particularly impressive as they were not
allowed to remove the pencil from the paper until the
drawing was complete.
The pupils and staff enjoyed the private tour around the
gallery, where paintings worth millions of pounds were
exhibited, whilst listening to stories about LS Lowry’s life.
After the trip, this experience certainly ensured that the
pupils’ biographies about this talented individual were full
of relevant and interesting detail.

Year 4 Trip to Ribchester Roman Museum
The Year 4 pupils took a trip to Ribchester Roman Museum to learn more about their History
topic, the Romans. The museum really brought the Roman period to life, giving them the
opportunity to handle Roman artefacts, excavated from local grounds, as well as visiting the
ruins of a granary and bathhouse.
A definite highlight of the day was when our pupils dressed in real Roman armour. They particularly enjoyed practising
their ‘scary’ soldier faces, whilst marching up and down the museum carrying a replica sword and shield! They also tried
on different helmets, learning why different Roman soldiers wore certain helmets and what these helmets represented.
In the afternoon, the pupils spent time exploring the museum, gathering even more facts about the Roman era to help aid
their classwork. The trip culminated in a well-deserved play in the local adventure playground.
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Year 6 Trip to Styal Mill
Year 6 visited Styal Mill in Cheshire to learn about the lives of children
working in a cotton mill during the Victorian period. This was to
consolidate their learning in Humanities and to help prepare them for
writing a diary entry in English of a child mill worker.
The pupils were shown how the cotton industry developed from the humble spinning
wheel to the (extremely noisy) machinery that followed it in the mill. There were numerous
demonstrations and opportunities for hands-on experience.
A highlight was a visit to the Apprentice House, where our pupils saw first hand the cold,
unheated dormitories in which the children lived, complete with chamber pots! Victorian
remedies for minor ailments were also discussed along with viewing a collection of live
leeches!
There is no doubt that this trip really brought the Victorians to life for our pupils and has
certainly helped with their studies. This was a first visit to Styal but no doubt, given its
success, it will be repeated.

BAE Roadshow

Jodrell Bank

The Careers Department was delighted to welcome the BAE Roadshow
team into school to give their excellent, annual presentation to the
whole of Year 7.

Year 8 pupils visited the Jodrell Bank Observatory in Cheshire.

In conjunction with the RAF and Royal Navy, the presenters spent an hour demonstrating
drones, computer intelligence and robotics. It is hoped that pupils will have a taste of the
high tech engineering opportunities available and that some will be inspired to consider
an engineering career. It was a very hands-on and proactive presentation and pupils will
certainly have a great deal to think about. We thank the BAE Roadshow team and look
forward to welcoming them again in the future.
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They saw the Lovell radio telescope and heard about how it is helping us understand
the universe better. They also took part in workshops looking at electromagnetic
radiation and Mars rovers.

Year 8 Creative Day
In order to celebrate the new faculty structure
at Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar School, the
Creative Faculty introduced Creative Days into
the KS3 curriculum.

deliver an education that is a broad and exciting experience
for every pupil. We are focused on nurturing and stretching
the creative experience of every individual pupil. We
believe that the creative subjects are a crucial element of
the school’s mission and ethos.

Art, Music and Design Technology are all compulsory
subjects from Years 3-9 and optional subjects at both
GCSE and A-level. The creative subjects are a highly
valued area of our whole school curriculum and we aim to

The first of the newly introduced Creative Days, aimed at
Year 8 pupils, was a huge success.The year group was split
into three groups of 45 pupils across the three subjects. In
Art, pupils explored the work of artists, and developed their
own clay sculptures based on organic forms, sea life and

their contextual studies. In Design and Technology, pupils
learnt to follow a design brief and understand the design
process through to manufacturing. The Music Department
took a third of the year group to Blackburn Cathedral to
experience being a chorister for the day and worked with
Samuel Hudson, Director of Music, and Shaun Turnbull,
Assistant Director of Music.

European Day
The annual ‘European Day’ for Year 8 pupils started in the traditional
way with a continental breakfast in Big School.
Pupils very much enjoyed their pains au chocolat and then proceeded to the Library
Annexe to listen to talks about the European Union. The Languages Faculty was
delighted to welcome back Mr Hopkinson who highlighted the reasons why the
European Union was set up in the first place, sparking some very interesting questions
from the audience. Pupils then had a fascinating presentation about Brexit, providing
them with considerable food for thought. They also took part in a European Quiz and
had an introductory lesson to Russian. They then worked in teams in the afternoon to
design a t-shirt with a European theme and to write a poem. This year, the standard was
particularly high and the judges were very impressed with the original and colourful
designs of the t-shirts and were equally impressed with their poems.
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Year 9 Creative Day
This was the second of the newly introduced
Creative Days and it was a huge success. The
day followed the same format as the Year 8
Creative Day, with the whole of Year 9 being
split into three groups and split across the
three subjects in the Creative Faculty.
In Art pupils explored the work of artists, and developed
their own clay sculptures based on cubism. In Design
and Technology pupils learnt to follow a design
brief and understand the design process through to
manufacturing. The Music Department took a third of
the year group to Blackburn Cathedral. Pupils gained a
lot from the experience and are looking forward to the
next Creative Day.

Apprenticeship
Assembly
The Careers Department was delighted to welcome Helen Fenton and
Paige Birtwistle from Lancashire Forum to give an extended assembly
to the whole of Year 10 on Post 16 and Post 18 apprenticeship options
from local and national companies.
The pupils had access to a great deal of up to date information and were able to discuss
Paige’s own apprenticeship experience as she is an Apprenticeship Ambassador. A group
of pupils also took part in an extended Q&A session after the Main Assembly.

afPE Quality Mark for
Physical Education &
Sport Re-Application
We are delighted to announce that the Association of Physical
Education (afPE) have judged our Physical Education Department,
sporting extra-curricular programme and facilities to merit the
award of ‘Quality Mark with DISTINCTION’ – the ultimate accolade
that the body can bestow, and one we will hold for the next 3 years.
This is an outstanding achievement and something of which we are very proud.
Thank you to all staff and pupils involved in the rigorous re-application process.
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Alayana Ahmed’s
Exceptional Achievements
in Athletics
For her age group, under 11s, Alayana ran the joint fastest time
for the 75 metres at 10.6 and fourth fastest time for the 150
metres at 21.7 in the UK.
For the 2016/2017 season, at 11 regional medal meetings, Alayana won 12
Golds, 3 Silvers and 5 Bronzes in events such as the 75 metres, 80 metres, 150
metres, Long Jump and High Jump.
Alayana has also had a fantastic start to the new athletics season 2017/2018,
winning the Triple Jump for the very first time at Lancashire County Sportshall,
Blackpool.
Huge congratulations to Alayana!

Baylie Seery Ends
2017 on a High!
Having already gained Lancashire County
qualifying times over the last 11 months,
Baylie’s aim for her last swimming
competition of the year was ‘race practice’,
in order to prepare for the County
Championships.
Not only did Baylie use the racing to pick up knowledge
to help her in the future, she also won 1 Gold, 2 Silver and
2 Bronze medals, swam 3 Personal Best times and even
managed to gain another County Time taking her total to
13 out of a possible 16 qualifying times.

At the County Championships, she has chosen to enter
12 events, one of which is an event she has never before
swam in a Long Course pool - a brave decision given that
it is one of the hardest events in swimming (400 metre
Individual Medley)!
As well as managing all of the above, Baylie has also
received her Certificate for her Sports Leaders UK Level
1 Award in Sports Volunteering. To gain this, Baylie
attended a course and volunteers every other Friday at a
Sports Club for people with learning disabilities which is
something she really enjoys.
Well done, Baylie!
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Primary Phase Have
Their First Netball Match

The Primary Phase had their first Netball match against Westholme. Nineteen pupils from Year 5
and 6 enjoyed the experience, despite the chilly temperatures! The pupils all performed really well
and made significant improvements with their skills and teamwork as the match ensued. Players
of the match were Billie Caffrey and Alia Ali – congratulations!

Golf Competition Forty Club

North West Regional Biathlon
Championship Success

The QEGS Golf team of James Andrews Year 11, Ahmad Musa
Year 9 and Owais Musa Year 8, finished 3rd in the Forty Club Golf
Competition held at Pleasington Golf Club.

Jacob Gibson (Year 10) and Jenson Gibson (Year 7) competed in the
North West Regional Biathlon Championships.

The event was won by Bolton Boys School, with Sedbergh School in 2nd place. They
played terrific golf, scoring an impressive total of 98 stableford points. This total would
have won the men’s event also held on the day, by 5 points.

Jacob, who finished 1st in last year’s competition, was determined to do his best and he
managed to improve upon his time in the 1600m run finishing 2nd. He also managed a
great PB on his 200m swim in which he came 1st. Again he managed 1st place overall
in the competition. Jacob has automatically qualified to compete at Crystal Palace in the
British Schools Biathlon Championships. Outstanding!
Jenson, who is not a member of a running or swimming club, finished 9th in his 800m run
and 8th in a 50m swim. Overall in the competition Jenson finished 11th. This is a fantastic
achievement and Jenson showed a lot of courage to compete. Jenson will have to wait
for the ranking list to be published to find out if he is ranked high enough to be invited to
compete in the British Schools Biathlon Championships.
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Nicole Saunders selected
to represent the North West
at Cadet Winton
Nicole has been selected to represent the North West at Cadet Winton at
Millfield School in Street, Somerset.
She will fence at Under 17s in two blade groups - sabre and epee. She has won the Leon Paul
Series at Under 13s sabre with 4 firsts and 1 second. She is now ranked 16th at Under 17s cadet
sabre after coming 68th in her first Cadet International at the Copper Box Arena, Olympic Park
London.
Prior to this, Nicole entered the Northern Athletics Championships in held at Leigh Sports Village.
She had to enter the Under 15 age group in order to compete with discus, javelin and shot. Nicole
threw a 1kg discus and took silver.

Town
Indoor
Athletics
Our Year 7 girls became Town Indoor Athletics
Champions meaning that they will now qualify onto
the county round at the Lancashire Youth Games.
Ten schools attended the competition, with our Year
10 GCSE PE pupils organising the event which
took place at Lammack.

Evan Cunningham
signs for Blackburn
Congratulations to Evan Cunningham who
has signed for Blackburn Rovers.
This is a fantastic step in Evan’s footballing career and we
wish him every success at the club.

Nathan and Rory May fight at The
King of the Ring Boxing Tournament
Nathan and Rory May, who are both members of Love ABC Boxing Club in Rossendale, went to
Boras in Sweden to fight at The King of the Ring Boxing tournament.
The brothers arrived and were both due to fight in the quarter-finals in their respective weight category, however their
opponents pulled out giving them a buy through to the semi-finals. In the semi-finals, Nathan and Rory both beat their
opponents securing their places in their individual final. Again, they fought extremely well, however both were beaten
on points and won silver medals. Nevertheless, it is an exceptional achievement to win a silver medal in an International
boxing tournament and both boys are aiming to go one better next year!
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Christingle Service
EYFS, KS1 and Year 3 participated in a Christingle service lead by Mr Hargreaves. The
pupils made their own Christingle oranges and gained an understanding of what each part
represented.
It was lovely to see all of the glowing Christingles shine in the dark and the pupils’ enthusiasm when singing ‘There’s a
Light That’s Shining’. We were delighted that many of our parents came into school to watch the service.

Library - Festive Fun QEGS Joint
Christmas Concert
with the Lancashire
Schools Jazz
Orchestra
Towards the end of the Michaelmas term, the library held a very
festive book and gift sale - including the ever-popular lucky dip,
handmade crafts and a secret book Santa. The sale managed to raise
£35 for the charity www.helpforheroes.org.uk.
The annual tradition of decorating
the Christmas tree with book
recommendations, shared both by pupils,
students and staff, went down a real treat
- it’s always a proud moment to see such a
variety of books having been enjoyed.
The end of Michaelmas term also saw
our Year 8 Pupil Librarians receive their
Bronze award - pupils worked extremely
hard during this term, covering a wealth
of skills.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sabaa Ahmed 8KN
Nabaa Almitwally 8LIW
Gohan Donnelly 8JDR
Tyson Donnelly 8JDR
Jessica Fellows 8MAL
Milo Gammon 8MAL
Sahil Gulnawaz 8KN
Josh Inch 8MAL
Rowan Wilcox 8JDR

During the run up to Christmas, Paige
Feast from 7ZMS was nominated to
receive a Christmas book written by
popular author Tom Palmer. Paige
was nominated for her kindness and
helpfulness in the school library. Thanks
also go to Tom for his generosity.

We also awarded five very keen pupils
in Year 7 who took part in the annual
Readathon - raising £115 for the charity
http://readforgood.org/. Congratulations
to:

On a freezing night in December, the QEGS Choir and Jazz Band joined
forces with the Lancashire Schools Jazz Orchestra to entertain parents
and friends with a fantastic night of music to get everybody in the
mood for Christmas.

•
•
•
•
•

Highlights included The Angel Gabriel sung acapella by the choir, the boys’ chamber choir
performing God Bless Us, Everyone from Scrooge whilst stood around the piano and
Julie Mathew’s powerful vocals accompanied by the QEGS Jazz Band.

Paige Feast 7ZMS
Amaarah Laher 7ZMS
Muhammed Ali 7AJL
Imaan Khalid 7AJL
Harris Ali 7BPV

Another busy term - it really was full of
surprises.
Details about all of the library events can
also be found here: www.facebook.com/
QegsLibraryBlackburn
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Paul Rigby led the LSJO (Lancashire Schools Jazz Orchestra) and LYJO (Lancashire Youth
Jazz Orchestra) in a range of jazz arrangements of well-known Christmas repertoire
finishing with everyone in the Main Hall participating in the performance of Silent Night.

Blackburn Cathedral Carol Service
The Carol Service took place as usual in
Blackburn Cathedral on the final day of the
Michaelmas Term.
As well as the seasonal carols and readings, the service
included a debut composition by our choir leader, Mr
John Garrett, entitled ‘This is the Truth’. It opened with a
solo sung by Sebastian Roberts (Year 11) and the QEGS
Choir was joined by the Nelson Ladies Choir for this
composition. Atmospheric effects were employed for

the first time in the Cathedral as dry ice filtered down the
altar steps. O Holy Night by Adolphe Adam followed and
then Jarvis Davies (Year 11) performed the instrumental
solo on trumpet of Schubert’s Ave Maria accompanied
by Sebastian Roberts (Year 11) on piano. Vivaldi’s Gloria
was a rousing celebratory finish to the choir’s repertoire.
Paige Feast (Year 7) sang the solo at the start of Once in
Royal David’s City. The service was a real finale prior to
the Christmas break. Many thanks to Mr Ventress and his
readers and to Miss Berry, the music staff and the choir
for the lovely music.

Boundary Mill – Jazz Band and
Folk Group Christmas Performance
Two packed minibuses filled with pupils and their instruments set off to Boundary Mill in Colne.
Their purpose was to delight happy Christmas shoppers with their musical numbers.
The Jazz Band was joined unexpectedly by four past pupils who decided to turn up as a surprise on the day! What a lovely
Christmas present! Parents, past members of staff and friends of the department came to watch as everyone thoroughly
enjoyed performing Christmas favourites under the tree.
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Qasim Shah Visits Dubai for a
10 Day Cricket Tournament
Qasim attended a 10 day Cricket tournament in Dubai against
the ICC Dubai, Pune India and another team from Liverpool,
‘The Mersey Spartans’.
It was truly a great experience for him and his team, playing in a different climate
and against a diverse group of players.
The first match was a triumph as he top scored with 30 not out and ultimately, after 4
more games, his team, The Renegades, qualified for the final. This day was extremely
tense and as Qasim finally went in to bat, beginning with a huge 6, the excitement was
uncontainable. After that, the boundaries added up with the team needing 50 off 24
balls! Unfortunately, it was not meant to be with Qasim finishing on 41 not out off 30
balls, still needing 10 runs for victory.
However, to be runners up was a fantastic achievement. It was not just about cricket
albeit that was the purpose of the trip: Qasim was lucky to have family out there who
gave him a full Dubai tour!
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Rehan is Recipient of
Memorial Trophy
The prestigious Craig Heaton Memorial Cricket Trophy was
presented for the 27th year at Burnley Cricket Club’s Junior
presentation night. The trophy is awarded to the most improved
player in the Burnley and District Teams across all age groups.
This year the trophy was won by Rehan Zore, who plays cricket at Burnley Cricket
Club, representing the U13, U15 and third team, plus the District and Lancashire
U13. This season, for the District U13, in four innings he accumulated 316 runs with
scores of 135 not out, 99 and 78 at an average of 105, which is quite astonishing for
a boy of his age. Congratulations to Rehan!

Lent
Term

Creative Faculty Concert
A Great Success
Well done to all those pupils
and students who took part in
the Creative Faculty Concert.
They performed to a full
audience and did not fail to
impress!
The variety of acts was astounding; everything
from Chicago, Les Miserables, Lord of the Rings,
Pocahontas, The Greatest Showman, to James
Bond inspired gymnastic displays and Bollywood
dancing. The Year 8 and 9 Creative groups did a
splendid job with the set design and wowed the
audience with their singing and dancing in The
Wizard of Oz and Bugsy Malone. The evening was
presented by our very own Dr Who, Sebastian
Roberts, and his assistant, Rhys Millington, who
entertained the audience as they introduced each of
the acts. A wonderful evening and showcase of the
creative talent we have here at QEGS.
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Alayana Ahmed
Receives Young
Achiever 2018
Award
Alayana was awarded with a Young
Achiever award at the British
Muslim Awards 2018.

Pupils Excel in
Their Trinity
Music Exams
Well done to the following pupils
in their music exams:
Julie Mathew – Grade 6 Singing (merit)
Amber Goodeve – Grade 6 Singing (merit)
Natasha Hartshorne-Evans – Grade 6 Singing (merit)
Lea Robinson – Grade 4 Singing (pass)
Niamh Hamilton – Guitar (merit)
Gabriella Sandham – Guitar (pass)
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Book Week 2018
QEGS Book Week once again was
a great success, even the snow
didn’t stop us from celebrating.
The launch of the Book Week
competitions (Design a Book
Token and Creating Henna Hand
Prints) gave the week a real head
start, with entries submitted by
pupils in Year 7 to 9. Special thanks
to our Art Department for kindly
offering to judge the competitions.
During Library lessons pupils in Year 7, 8 and 9 had the
opportunity to create a Book Week poster using mind
maps, which resulted in some excellent contributions.
The English Department ran an Extreme Reading
competition with Year 12 and 13, as well as both the
Blogging Club and Writing Club holding extra special
sessions during lunchtime. PSHE used fiction all week
in their taught lessons, with mindfulness tasks being
created.
We were also delighted to welcome back budding crafter
Mrs Angela Finch from Serendipity, who ran a crafting
workshop. All pupils who attended left with a beautiful
handmade bookmark, with some saving them for
Mothering Sunday and others keeping it for themselves.

During Book Week pupils also received their free £1 book
token, a generous gesture for World Book Day, which has
now run for over 25 years.
Thank you to Mrs Seedat for taking time out and putting
together a Book Week display in Singleton House for our
Sixth Form students, it was very much appreciated.
With the help of students Emily Rowland and Laksha
Smith, together we shared an extremely thoughtprovoking House Assembly, helping to raise awareness
of the excellent work Book Aid International continue to
do each year. Their vision is a world where everyone has
access to the books that will enrich, improve and change
lives. Both Emily and Laksha have gone one step further
by organising a fundraising quiz. Well done girls.
Finally, following on from Book Week, the annual QUEST
took place which continued to be as popular as in
previous years. Pupils across all year groups took part in
the challenge. Our Library QUEST; a search or pursuit
made in order to find or obtain something, a quest for
knowledge, to hunt, to retrieve, to seek, to inquire, to
explore. Our annual QUEST utilises the resources in the
Library in a fun way but also in a way which tests pupil’s
knowledge. What a brilliant week it was.
Thank you to everyone who supported and contributed, it
certainly was a whole school event.

Inaugural Atlantic
Art Fair 2018
Our A level Art students exhibited
their work amongst professional
artists at the inaugural Atlantic Art
Fair held at the Grand in Clitheroe.

Carnegie /
Kate Greenaway
Prestigious Book
Awards
This year 8 pupils from Year 5 will
have the tremendous opportunity
to shadow the Kate Greenaway
award (the Junior version of
Carnegie) - a first for QEGS and
such a wonderful opportunity for
all involved.
The 7 shortlisted titles will be reviewed, discussed and
most of all enjoyed over the next 11 weeks. Visual literacy
will be the main focus, concentrating on the illustrator’s
work.
Shortlisted titles can be found here:
http://www.carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/greenawaycurrent-shortlist.php

We already have the latest news published on our Library
Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/QegsLibraryBlackburn/
and we’ve already updated the Carnegie/Kate
Greenaway official website:
http://www.carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/
grouphomepages/index.php?GroupID=4049
Towards the end of the book award our shadowing group
will vote for their favourite book, with hundreds of other
schools also voting.
The conclusion of the event will be in June, when we will
discover the winning book for 2018.
Blackburn Central Library have once again agreed to
display our pupil’s book reviews over the summer.

Jasmin Yeung and Emily Rowland also assisted Mr
Birtwistle in the delivery of a workshop to other artists and
members of the public. This was a great experience for
our students and they will have certainly gained a lot of
confidence from the event.

GCSE and A level
Music Recital
Our GCSE and A level music
students and pupils presented a
recital in Big School of their solo
and ensemble pieces that they
will submit for the performance
module of their courses.
Not only did they have to perform in front of a live audience,
but the whole concert was also recorded so they could use
their performance as part of that submission. All of them
gave a performance which they should be proud of. It was
thoroughly enjoyed by their friends, family, and teachers
who came along to support them.
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National Storytelling Week
A packed week of stories,
retellings, story writing, blogging,
Harry Potter and even some
drama took place in the library
during National Storytelling Week
- an annual event which we always
thoroughly enjoy celebrating here
at QEGS.
The week started off with a very spooky ghost story, read
by Mrs Dewhurst, complete with spine-chilling sound
effects (thanks to Paige Feast and Joshua Inch). We had
a very attentive, but apprehensive audience and the room
shivered with intrigue as the story began.
On Tuesday we welcomed Mrs Perkins and her writing
club, which quickly transformed into a storytelling club,
with objects displayed to generate story starters. Those in
attendance took the objects, did their planning, structured
their stories, shared their thoughts and then created
some wonderful, dazzling tales. Tyson Donnelly read
aloud his story with such tenderness, a true storyteller in
the making! Also on Tuesday Mrs Tattersall delighted us
with her storytelling session - Waiting for Anya, written
by Michael Morpurgo, one of her favourite books. She
explained how the book deals with relationships and how
they can develop, with constant questioning throughout.
The final Tuesday session was with Miss Makba and her
blogging club - a new and extremely exciting club to
QEGS. Like the writing club, the session transformed
into a storytelling showdown. Top of the writing list for
bloggers was indeed National Storytelling Week.
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On Wednesday we were enthralled by the captivating
Grimm Tales, read by Mrs Cross. A snowy lunchtime saw
a range of pupils make their way up to the library to listen
to Mrs Cross read the Disney version of Cinderella, the
Pullman retellings of the original version (Grimm stories),
a more modern slant to the fairy-tale, with a feminist view.
Food for thought indeed.

Finally on Friday we were thrilled to welcome Mrs Parker
and Miss Nolan who performed short acts from Revolting
Rhymes written by Roald Dahl. Their performances were
packed with super silliness and hilarious humour. The
short acts were perfect for a lunchtime session, with the
attention of the audience being captured right from the
start, and continued throughout.

Pupil Reporters Asha Hampson and Veronica Manuel
who both attended this event, did a sterling job - here’s
what they had to say:

Thank you to everyone involved in helping to make this a
very special week indeed. Thanks to all of our storytellers
and also thanks to Miss Bowker and Mrs Goodeve for
their help during the Harry Potter event.

“When we arrived, the area in the library was set up
and ready to come alive with even more stories! Mrs
Dewhurst had the storytelling chair ready for Mrs Cross.
Everything looked perfect, it was snowing outside, and the
Library felt very cosy. Mrs Cross read 3 different versions
of the much-loved tale of Cinderella. The characters were
mimicked by Mrs Cross throughout, making them feel
real and alive. Towards the end of the session there was
some time allocated for questions and also a chance to
see what other fairy/folk tales the library stocks.”
During main school assembly senior management read
aloud J. K. Rowling’s inspiring speech which she delivered
at the 2008 Harvard University graduation ceremony, and
was later published in full, the fringe benefits of failure.
A powerful and engaging speech, one not to be forgotten
and one which leaves a lasting impression on all who
have the opportunity to hear it. The speech has become
the most viewed commencement address on Harvard
University’s website.
Thursday was the key event of the week, as we celebrated
the official Harry Potter Book Day/Night. Pupils flocked
to see the showing of Fantastic Beasts and Where to
Find Them, a spin-off from the Harry Potter stories.
The turnout was excellent, with pupils receiving Harry
Potter treats and certificates of attendance. Harry Potter
continues to be rekindled year after year.

A special mention must go to Zac Jones, who was Harry
Potter for us, he did a fantastic job!
A truly spectacular National Storytelling Week at QEGS.

Ethics and Philosophy
Gets Creative!

EYFS Pupils Enjoy
a Special Visit
from the Mobile
Planetarium
Firstly, they crawled through a tunnel to get inside a big
dome which would take them on a rocket adventure
into space! They had to put their helmets and seat belts
on before leaving QEGS and blasting off into space! It
went very dark all of a sudden and they could see the
sun and the stars. It was magical! They learnt all about
the stars and their constellation patterns, as well as some
interesting facts about the planets!

Over Lent Term pupils in Years
7, 8 and 9 had a new and fun
homework challenge to tackle.

delicious cakes (which the staff were particularly pleased
with!). The standards of entry were very high, and 1st,
2nd and 3rd place prizes have been awarded to the
best entries of each year group. Congratulations to the
following pupils:

Pupils were given one question to attempt to answer
over the course of 4 weeks for homework: “Why is
Ethics and Philosophy Important?”. Pupils were given
the freedom of answering this question however they
liked, and were assessed on their creativity, effort and
content. The response was incredible, with all manner
of entries coming in, including music videos, paintings,
3D sculptures, board games, information posters and

Year 7: 1st place Mahfooz Valli, 2nd place Elizabeth Case,
3rd place Jenson Gibson
Year 8: 1st place Maryam Khattak, 2nd place Aleesa
Qaiser, 3rd place Sanah Mahmood
Year 9: 1st place Malik Ali, 2nd place Owen Hardman, 3rd
place Fiona Fleming

Catwalk Success

German Pupils
Attend Special
Screening of ‘Auf
Augenhöhe’

The Fashion Show held at QEGS
was a great success. Over 100
people attended to watch our staff
model clothes from ‘The Fashion
Style House’.
There was also a bar, raffle, an auction for an overnight
stay for 2 with dinner and breakfast at the Village Hotel
in Cheadle. A Body Shop stall held its own raffle and
also had products for sale. Thank you to everyone who
supported the event which raised a massive £978 in
aid of the Barbados Sea Turtle Project netball tour. The
netball teams are looking forward to working with the Sea
Turtle Project in Barbados and to giving them the raised
funds which will aid their worthwhile conservation efforts.
The tour is a first for QEGS and an experience of a lifetime
for the netball teams. Thank you to everyone who has
supported the tour and the fundraising efforts.

Twenty-eight GCSE German pupils
attended a study morning and
special screening of the German
film ‘Auf Augenhöhe’ at the HOME
cinema in Manchester.
As well as challenging the pupils’ knowledge of German,
the film also challenged the audience’s concept of family
values and prejudice. According to Zaynab Patel, ‘The
movie was a great watch, very entertaining and made me
realise how easily people can be cruel to each other.’
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Year 7 Enjoy
Inspiring Talk from
Professional Musician
Jonathan Small
Jonathan Small, the principal
oboist from the Liverpool
Philharmonic Orchestra, came
in to school in January to talk
to Year 7 about his experiences
as a professional musician.
His presentation included musical demonstrations
on the oboe and stories of the many venues he has
performed at and artists he has had the chance to
work alongside. Year 7 enjoyed the opportunity
to ask Jonathan lots of questions about the oboe
and were able to demonstrate the knowledge they
had gained in class from their unit of work on the
Instruments of the Orchestra.

Year 9 DACA Careers Event
The Careers Department took Year 9 to the HIVE Enterprise BWD Careers
Event hosted by DACA, as part of the National Careers Week.
Pupils had the opportunity to spend the afternoon talking to a range of employers from many sectors including finance,
the health service, construction, manufacturing, engineering, retail, sport, science, creative, volunteering and the Armed
Forces. Pupils were able to have direct one-to-one conversations with employers about their sector and possible careers
and apprenticeship opportunities. The employers were drawn from the local Blackburn with Darwen area so that pupils
could start to make direct links for the future. The aim was to provide impartial, good quality CEIAG that demonstrates to
pupils the career opportunities that are available in the area, whilst supporting business in their future skills needs. The
event gave pupils an insight into what career they may choose and therefore assist in their educational development. It
was an excellent event and there were very many positive comments from the pupils and many questions to stimulate
future careers discussions.
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Linguistics Olympiad
2018
We have a number of very talented linguists in Year 9 who participated
in the Junior Olympiad.
They worked very well in their teams to solve the linguistic problems and there were lots of interesting debates to
be heard while pupils were discussing their final answers. There were a number of challenging problems including
Bulgarian and Lithuanian.
Fourteen of our Year 11 pupils also took part in the Senior Linguistic Olympiad which tested their deduction skills
in some extremely obscure languages, such as Manke, which is spoken across a range of West African nations. In
addition, there were more well known yet still less commonly spoken languages which included Albanian, Vietnamese
and Icelandic. Well done to our pupils for tackling these very challenging tasks.

Reception Children
Visit Thornton Hall
Park Farm
As part of the topic ‘Do Cows Drink
Milk?’, our Reception pupils visited
Thornton Hall Park Farm.
They had been learning about life on a farm and had the
opportunity to get involved and help Farmer Donna and
Farmer Benny with their farm duties. They helped to feed
the goats and cows with some milk, and were also able
to visit other animals on the farm. Our children certainly
learnt lots of interesting facts about the different animals!

Reception
Children Learn
the Importance of
Dental Hygiene
Our Reception classes welcomed
a special visitor to school.
Dr Khalid Master, from Bank View
Smile Studios, discussed with the
children the importance of dental
hygiene.
He taught them how to brush and care for their teeth to
make sure they stay clean and healthy. Dr Khalid then
gave the children a tube of toothpaste and a dental
brushing chart to help them to remember to brush their
teeth twice a day.

Year 10 Big Bang
Fair at the NEC
Birmingham
A selection of Year 10 pupils,
who have shown an interest in an
engineering career, attended the
Big Bang Fair Show at the NEC,
Birmingham.
This is a national event drawing schools from across the
country. It was an excellent opportunity for the pupils to
meet and talk to both large and small national providers
and employers including, BAE, Rolls Royce, BMW,
The Armed Forces, the NHS, and JCB. This was an
extremely interactive day with pupils being able to use the
equipment and develop an awareness for the different
engineering and scientific roles available. Pupils will
certainly have benefitted from these individual meetings
and seminars. A long but very enjoyable day!
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Baylie Seery Competes
at the Lancashire County
Championships
The first day of the Championships
took place in Liverpool, where
Baylie competed in the 400
Individual Medley, this was her
first time swimming in this event
at a long course pool. Her aim was
to finish in under 6 minutes and
she managed to do so with just 0.3
of a second to go!

The next two weekends of racing took place at
Manchester Aquatics Centre. It was an eventful few
weekends which included an evacuation of the Aquatics
Centre! Baylie and her fellow swimmers were ushered out
onto the streets of Manchester wrapped in foil blankets to
keep warm. Luckily, this wasn’t for too long and everyone
was back inside within around 15 minutes.
The Championships ended on a high for Baylie, who
swam a personal best and gained a place to swim in the
final of the 100m Butterfly.
Baylie also qualified for the 50m Butterfly final, where she
then swam her way to finish in 6th place!
Over the whole of the Championships, Baylie swam 12
events and made 2 finals, swam 8 new personal best
times and gained 4 new regional qualification times
bringing her current total to 8.

Blackburn with Darwen
Junior House
Girls Football Champions Swimming Gala
Our combined Year 5 and Year 6 Girls Football team
played amazingly well in the Blackburn with Darwen
Girls Football Competition.
They won all of their games in the heats and continued their fantastic form into the finals.
In the finals, the girls competed against Avondale, Lammack and Feniscowles, winning all
three games. They then went on to play St Francis in the semi-final, winning 2-0. The final
was a very tense affair, where they came up against Feniscowles again. The girls showed
great composure and managed to secure a nail biting 1-0 victory, making QEGS the
Champions!
The girls will now represent Blackburn with Darwen at the Lancashire Youth Games later
in the year. Well done to Billie Caffrey (captain), Ruby Caffrey, Jess Worsley, Alayana
Ahmed, Mariam Omar, Inaayah Balapatel, Molly Caffrey and Hannah Case for a great
team performance!
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Our 91st Junior House Swimming Gala took place,
with over 120 pupils taking part.
Four new records were set on the night, with Anastasia Hartshorne-Evans breaking
both the U13 Front Crawl and Breaststroke, Baylie Seery the U14 Butterfly, and Bea
Clarke the U15 Back Crawl. The overall winners were Raleigh.
It was yet another fantastic event, which really showcased House Sport at QEGS. It
was not just about winning but about taking part and giving 100%.

Jenson Gibson Selected
for the North West
Water Polo Academy
Jenson Gibson has been selected for the North West Water Polo Academy
in Lancaster, and now trains alongside his older brother Jacob.
Additionally, Jenson took part in his first competitive game for his club. Still only being 11, he was one of the youngest at
the North West Under 14 Inter-Club Championships. Jenson’s confidence grew with every match and his future is looking
extremely promising.

British Schools Modern
Biathlon Championships
Both Jenson and Jacob Gibson travelled down to a snowy Crystal Palace
to compete in the British Schools Modern Biathlon Championships after
successfully qualifying through the Regional stages.
Jenson entered the competition being ranked 191st in the country having only just qualified through the Regional stages.
However, he did not let this affect his performance, and in his 50m swim finished in 47th place, which was a 2.5 second PB
with a time of 36.15. This is a very respectful time given that he has never been a member of a swimming club.
Unfortunately, the run was cancelled due to the snow and therefore his running time from the Regional competition was
used. Overall Jenson finished in 104th position.
Jacob finished in 1st position in the Regional stages of the competition gaining an automatic qualifying place to compete
at Crystal Palace. Entering the competition Jacob was ranked 61st in the country. After a gruelling wait of over 5 hours
it was time for Jacobs 200m swim, to his disappointment he did not manage a PB. This was to be expected after leaving
competitive swimming in December. Nevertheless, Jacob still managed to finish in 10th position.
In the weeks leading up to the competition Jacob concentrated more on training for his run by completing two 5k runs
a week. Hoping to improve on his regional time, Jacob was extremely disappointed to learn that the track still hadn’t
defrosted and his 1600m run had been cancelled. With his swim and last year’s run time, Jacobs final position was 14th
overall. Congratulations to both brothers who, despite the terrible weather conditions, performed exceptionally.

Bea Clarke Selected to
Represent Leeds Rhinos
Bea Clarke was selected to play netball for Leeds Rhinos against
Loughborough Lightening Under 15s, at Loughborough University.
Leeds Rhinos are an academy offering a performance pathway for players identified as having elite athlete potential.
A squad of 12 was selected out of their 25 Under 15s, so this is a fantastic achievement!
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Lancashire Schools
Cross Country
Championships
Well done to QEGS pupils Kate
Cookson, Hannah Cookson,
and Harvey Ashworth who all
competed in the Lancashire
Schools Cross Country
Championships.
A special mention must go to sisters Kate and Hannah,
with Kate finishing in 3rd place and Hannah 4th. Both
girls were honoured with the chance to represent
Lancashire.

Nicole Competes
at Lancaster
Open Age Fencing
Competition
Nicole Saunders is now competing
at ‘open age’ fencing competitions.
Her first competition was in Liverpool where she finished
35th out of a very strong field of senior GBR fencers. Her
second was at Lancaster University, where she finished
top of her first poole and second in her second poole,
which seeded her second for the direct eliminations
resulting in a bye. Nicky finished overall in 3rd place,
gaining a bronze medal, which is a fantastic achievement.

North West Ski
Federation Schools
Race 2018
Well done to the QEGS ski team
which competed in the North West
Ski Federation Schools Race 2018.
The team consisted of Dan Eardley, Elliot Jones,
Sadie Merritt, Mariam Omar and Muhammad Omar.
Congratulations to Sadie who finished 2nd in her age
category and was 3rd fastest overall. All skiers thoroughly
enjoyed the experience, despite the chilly temperatures!

Blackburn
with Darwen
Cross Country
Six boys and six girls from Years 5 and 6 represented
QEGS at the first Cross Country Competition for 2018.
The course was 1.5 miles long and was very muddy, but this added to the excitement. In
20th position Amy Ainsworth was the first girl home for QEGS and Findlay Carroll was the
first boy home in 5th position. The competition was a team event with everyone contributing
to an excellent team score.
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Primary Phase House
Swimming Gala 2018
All pupils from Years 5 and 6 participated in the Annual House
Swimming Gala.
Many parents came to support the event which created a great atmosphere. The gala commenced with a few pupils
swimming 25 metres for the first time. These pupils received medals for their fantastic effort. The gala then took on a
more traditional look with pupils swimming in front crawl, backstroke, breaststroke and butterfly races. Pupils from QEGS
Swimming Club then represented their Houses in the medley and freestyle relays and all swimmers swam in one or more
novelty races. Photographed is Inaayah Balapatel, who is the Grenville House Captain, receiving the House Trophy.

Primary Phase
Netballers Represent
QEGS in the Local League
Pupils in the Primary Phase have been attending a
netball club every Thursday after school where they
have been working on skills, drills and game play.
Seven of the girls represented QEGS in the local league at the BRIC. The girls won all
three games showing excellent play and sportsmanship.

Qasim Shah
Receives Invitation
from Lords
Qasim Shah has received an invite sent by the
MCC for an all-expenses paid trip to Lords. This
included watching a test match and receiving a
commemorative plaque.
This is in recognition of the 112 he scored when the QEGS 1st XI defeated the MCC in
their annual fixture last season.
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Year 4 Visit
Blackpool Zoo
During Lent term, our Year 4 pupils took
a trip to Blackpool Zoo to support and
enhance their learning in their Science
topic: Animals including Humans.
The zoo really gave sustenance to the dental topic that
they had been learning, giving the pupils an opportunity
to showcase their knowledge from their lessons. It
was a proud moment for everyone, when they were
congratulated upon their knowledge in this subject.

Head of Primary Award
Mariam Omar received the Head of Primary Award, for frequently demonstrating kindness, helpfulness and
maturity during her time in Year 6. Miss Cookson and many of the teachers in the Primary Phase have frequently
commented about her commitment this year to our School Values. It was a pleasure for Mrs O’Donoghue to award
this to Mariam on her last day, prior to going on Maternity Leave.
Abdulla Hassan was given the Head of Primary Award on Friday 16th March for being polite and kind. His manners
have been exceptional and he tries extremely hard to always be doing the right thing.

During the visit, the pupils had a chance to look at a
variety of animal bones including: an elephant molar, a
shark’s jaw and a tiger’s skull; they also had an opportunity
to hold a live hissing cockroach.
Throughout the course of the snowy day, the pupils were
able to roam the near empty zoo. It was a wonderful
experience to hear the sounds of the different animals
from all over the zoo, and to get up close and personal
with some big cats!

Tudors for the Day
During Lent term, Year 5 were learning about Tudors and
visited Smithills Hall in Bolton. The pupils were able to
dress up as Tudors and have a banquet for lunch, where
some of the pupils were servants and some were able
to be rich Tudors. They were given a guided tour around
the rooms of the Hall and had the chance to play some
Tudor games too. They even managed to find the time to
design their very own Coat of Arms!
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Silver Award for Year 8
Pupil Librarians
Towards the end of Lent Term, Pupil Librarians from Year 8 were awarded the Silver Award in the Pupil
Librarian Training Programme which is endorsed by the School Library Association. All pupils received a
certificate, book of their choice and celebrated in the Library with Mrs Dewhurst. Our hard-working and
extremely dedicated team have once again done an exemplary job in helping to maintain the smooth running
of the school library. Trinity Term now sees our team go forward to hopefully complete the Gold Award, with the
opportunity to be awarded Pupil Librarian of the Year.

Trinity
Term

A level Celebrations

Students and staff at Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar School celebrated as students
collected their A level results.
The vast majority of students have been accepted onto a
University course of their choice and those going through
the clearing system quickly secured places.

A level Further Mathematics and Physical Education saw
66.7% and 100% respectively of students gain A*-A
grades.

We are delighted that we have students going to
University to read the most competitive courses including
Natural Sciences, Medicine, Optometry, Veterinary
Biosciences, Engineering, Biochemistry and Architecture.
Students will be attending a wide geographical range of
Universities including Cambridge University, Newcastle
University, Nottingham University, Essex University,
Portsmouth University, Manchester University and
Stirling University.

A level French, Further Mathematics, Geography,
Japanese and Physical Education saw 67% or more
students gain A*-B grades, with A level Biology and
Economics gaining 55% or more A*-B grades.
A level Classical Civilisation, French, Further Mathematics,
Geography, German, Japanese, Music, Physical
Education and Spanish saw 100% of students gain A*-C
grades.

24.1% of students achieved at least one A or A* grade
and 55.2% of students attained at least all C grades, a
remarkable achievement as the School only offers a set
of the most traditional and rigorous A level subjects.
Out of 21 subjects, 16 subjects had 100% pass rate and
Biology, Chemistry, Further Mathematics, Mathematics
and Physics have all seen an increase in the percentage
of students obtaining A*, A or B grades.

Mrs Claire Gammon, Head, was delighted with the results.
“To see so many students being able to accept places on
University courses of their choice was really pleasing.”
“I would like to congratulate all the students on their hard
work and dedication and wish them well in the future as
they move onto their University courses.”
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A Wonderfully
Memorable Occasion
The Year 11 Prom organised by Head of Year Mr Hart, saw pupils and teachers
gather together for a fantastic evening of dining and dancing to celebrate the
end of the academic year.
Eaves Hall was the venue where, on a perfect balmy evening, pupils arrived to the sophisticated location
in a wide variety of unique transportation methods. It was evident that the pupils had put a great deal of
effort into their appearance, everyone looked stunning as some enjoyed a ‘mocktail’, while a few others
sampled the delights of the chocolate fountain which was generously donated by the OBA.
The dining room had been beautifully decorated by the Eaves Hall staff with the help of Year 11 pupils,
Jarvis Davies, Adam White, Nathan Smith and Holly Weatherall. The food was delicious, with pupils and
staff enjoying the moment to engage in conversation. Following the meal Mr Hart congratulated the
Year 11 pupils on making it through their examinations and gave his thanks to all who had helped to
make the event a wonderfully memorable occasion. Ella Barton was voted Prom Queen and took her
place on the throne, Jonny Bedford was elected Prom King and stood by her side. Mrs Gammon also
presented awards to:
Class Clown
Most hard working pupil
Laziest pupil
Best double act
Romeo and Juliet
Best Dressed Male
Best Dressed Female
Sports man
Sports woman
Most likely awards:
Comedian
Rich and Famous
Reality TV Star
WAG

Aachen
2018
In July, a German Study trip saw 31 Year 8
and Year 9 pupils and four staff travel to
Aachen in Germany.
During the trip, the pupils explored two museums and
visited the world-famous Cathedrals of Aachen and
Cologne. They also took part in a few cultural activities
such as eating out at an ice cream parlour and going
to an open air swimming pool. Staying in a youthhostel also helped to develop their independence
and maturity. Most importantly however, the pupils
practised and developed their German language skills
through a variety of activities and exercises. A highly
educational and enjoyable time was had by all.
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Alfie Jones
Oliver Wiggans
Zak Sarwar
Holly Weatherall & Harriet Woods
Seb Roberts & Rebecca Mitchell
Sajad Taj
Mevaish Mujahid
Dominic Brown
Olivia Hussey
Anum Ahktar
Seb Blackley
Charlie Obank
Yasmin Hussain

Charity Challenge –
WaterAid

Friday 29th June saw the whole of Year
7 complete an array of challenges in the
support of Water Aid.

pipeline. Water had to be transported from one bucket
along the pipeline. The challenge was to catch the flow of
water along the pipeline to see how much water could be
collected in the second bucket.

The pupils built water pumps in Physics, purified water
in Chemistry, while the English department ran poetry
sessions. Problem solving took place on Top Quad
where pupils had to work together as a team to make a

The final challenge of the day was physical. The PE
department organised a sponsored walk around
Corporation Park, where each pupil had to carry with them
four litres of water.

The highlight of the day, and what everyone had been
waiting for, was the emptying of the bottles and the
drenching of Mr Hargreaves, Head of Year 7.
Thank you to all staff who supported the event, where an
amazing £623 was raised!
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Whoa!...
We’re going to Barbados
After 18 months of planning, 16 girls from
Years 10 and 11 and accompanied by Miss
McCreadie, Mrs Bamber and Miss Wilkinson
finally embarked upon no ordinary netball
tour, this was one that took them to Barbados!
Day one saw the group take it easy before their first
matches began. In 30 degree heat the ‘A’ team beat The
Lodge School 10-7, unfortunately it was a loss for the ‘B’
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Team. The girls also went on to play another great match
at The Netball Stadium against a very skilled team followed
by a traditional Bajan BBQ on the beach.
Another day was spent experiencing the Bajan culture with
a jeep safari around the island, followed by a Bajun lunch
and then an evening on the beach at the famous Oistins
Fish Fry.
The girls experienced a fantastic win against Clapham Blitz
Barbados team; they were the first UK team to beat them!

And then came what the girls had been waiting for... a
night was spent volunteering with the Barbados Sea Turtle
Project. The team learnt about the charity’s conservation
efforts, donated their fundraising and even had the
opportunity to watch a turtle lay its eggs on the beach
before burying them and returning to the sea.
What an incredible experience, with memories that will be
treasured for a lifetime.

You Got This Girl
Two of our Year 13 students, Halima
Karbhari and Marriam Ali, were selected
by the Dame Kelly Holmes Trust and
AQA’s Unlocking Potential Programme to
receive mentoring from inline skater Jenna
Downing, 2008 LG Action Sports World
Champion.

Halima and Marriam are both highly involved in the local
community and wanted to encourage our younger pupils
to take advantage of the opportunities available. They

both know about the pressures that affect young women
these days and wanted to host an event that celebrates
successful female role models as well as giving our pupils
the chance to partake in new activities. The event called
‘You Got This Girl’ took place at the end of last term with
the aim of being able to empower our Year 10 girls, the
event consisted of:

•	Local artists Emma Corbett and Lydia McCaig talking
about their experience curating an exhibition in
Blackburn to give a platform to women, the LGBTQ
community and artists of colour,
•	Miss Sharples leading a mental health workshop,
•	and the Blackburn Youth Zone talking about the
opportunities available for young women.

•	Jenna Downing offering an Inline Skating Master
Class,
•	Saima Afzal MBE talking about her experiences
growing up in Blackburn and eventually becoming
one of the first Muslim women to be elected as a
councillor for Blackburn with Darwen,

The girls and staff had an amazing day and were truly
inspired by Jenna and Saima.

Primary Phase
Athletics Competition

Pupils from Primary Phase attended an Athletics Competition at
Witton Park. Young talented writer, Molly in Year 5, has provided a
recount of the day’s events.
Blackburn and Darwen Athletics Competition took place at Witton Park and was as hot
as a forest fire. It was crowded with a total of 32 schools from all across Blackburn and
Darwen and with your parents at the other side, it made it even hotter!
At last the races and field events started and even though your friends and family
weren’t racing, they were so excited, they were going wild in the crowd. When you got
to the starting line the pressure kicked in, we were all so proud to represent our school
for Athletics. Lots of events were happening simultaneously, there were: cricket ball
throwers, long distance runners, sprinters, long jumpers and triple jumpers.
Everybody was amazingly talented and worked really hard! All the events were really
close but in the end everyone did their best and did really well!
One of the best parts was coming back to your school mates, and them all congratulating
us. The most embarrassing but proudest part was when we got up onto the podium to
collect our medals and certificates whilst everyone around us took photographs – mums,
dads and teachers all whooped in the background. Overall, QEGS did really well!
Well done Molly and to all the QEGS athletes who took part!
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Author Cathy
Cassidy – Sami’s
Silver Lining
After waiting patiently for the second book in the series of Lost & Found, the
library finally made it to the release date and were full of excitement.
Bookmarks and dried flower cones were some of the crafts that were made
during our Bookmark Club to prepare for the event, which all helped toward
the book display. Cathy Cassidy has continued to be one of the much-loved
children’s authors, her caring nature shines through and is always in awe when
we celebrate reading here at QEGS – a firm supporter of school libraries. We
envisaged a good turnout to this event and we were not disappointed.

Battlefields Trip 2018 by Zak Bux
History-loving pupils across Years 9 and 10
set off on a journey that would take them
back over 100 years into the horror of the
trenches during the heart of World War
One. In only four days, our understanding
of war and its effects were well and truly
transformed, as our eyes were opened up to
the devastation and destruction caused.
Led by our guide Dickie Knight and supported by Mr
Lockwood, Miss Ash and the returning Mr Morgan,
we visited a whole variety of memorials, graveyards,
battlefields and more, this even included the underground
caverns at Wellington Quarry used by the British to hide
before the Battle of Arras! Every single one of these
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places has its own story to tell - contrary to belief, it was
not just piles of old bones and headstones. Every single
grave had its own story, each had a life behind it that was
tragically cut short.
We heard the stories of soldiers, the young heroes who
fought so bravely to defend the freedoms we take for
granted today. Some of them were only boys, the age
of myself - I could never imagine going into battle and
fighting like so many did all that time ago. We saw the
memorials to the missing at Menin Gate, Vimy Ridge and
Thiepval, where the names of thousands upon thousands
of soldiers that never had their bodies found- these were
truly emotional places that were perhaps one of the most
poignant reminders of the horrors that took place where
we stood.

Perhaps the most emotional moment of the trip came
when Rhys Millington, Gabriella Sandham, James Worsley
and Mr Lockwood himself were able to visit their relatives
for the first time. Whether at memorials to the missing or
at individual graves, it brought into perspective how wide
the effects of the war were, these were normal people
who were each affected in a different way by the war.
Watching them have their closure really was a watershed
moment.
This trip was an incredible experience, and is something I
am unlikely to forget for a long time. It was an informative,
enjoyable, interesting and truly memorable journey and, if
I had the opportunity, I would certainly go again.

Awards for our
“You Got this Girl” Duo
On the last day of Trinity Term, Halima and Marriam travelled
down to London to attend a celebration event where they were
presented with prizes from Dame Kelly Holmes and the CEO of
the AQA, for their ‘You Got this Girl’ campaign. Well done on your
success of promoting this campaign.

Big Breakfast for Lidl
Kids Learning to Stay
Safe from Abuse
The NSPCC and Lidl were welcomed into school to serve up a special breakfast for
Year 1, following an assembly on how to keep children safe from abuse and neglect.

Baylie Reaches
Regionals
The last few months have been very busy for Baylie Seery
and competitive swimming. She has competed in several
competitions, the most notable being The Swim North West
Regional Championships.
The Swim North West Regional Championships began with Baylie
being selected to swim as part of the 14-16yr old Medley Relay
Team and the 14-16yr old 400m Freestyle Relay Team, with both
teams swimming their way into the Top 10.
Baylie had also qualified for 10 individual events but chose to
compete in only 7 of these. Although she did not come away with
as many personal best times as she would have liked, she was a
Top 20 finisher in 3 of her races. She achieved an amazing PB in
the 50m Breaststroke, taking over 1 second off her previous time.

The ‘Big Breakfast for Lidl Kids’ was held to mark the launch of a range of cereals in Lidl stores across the
UK which will help fund the charity’s ‘Speak out. Stay Safe’ service. For each one of six boxes of Crownfield
branded cereal sold between 31st May and 25th July, Lidl will donate 10p to the NSPCC, they’re aim is to
raise £125,000. The packets also contain important child safety messages from the charity’s school service
mascot, Buddy, along with a range of fun games.
Prior to their free feed supplied by Lidl, the pupils sat down together to hear from the NSPCC’s ‘Speak out.
Stay Safe’ team. These assemblies are delivered in primary schools across the country to help prevent
children from falling victim to abuse or neglect and to encourage them to speak out if something is worrying
them.
Jo Bowker, schools organiser for Lancashire from the NSPCC said: “A healthy Lidl breakfast was a great way
to finish what was a really important morning for the children in Year 1 at Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar School”.
Jo added, “Having our child safety messages on the cereal boxes will also enable us to reach children and
parents in their own home, which is a fantastic addition to the service the NSPCC already provides.”
Miss Katie Presho, said: “It has been an absolute pleasure to have the NSPCC come into school with their
‘Speak Out Stay Safe’ campaign and we’d like to say a huge thank you to Lidl for providing us with a Big
Breakfast.
A Lidl spokesperson added: “We are thrilled to be supporting this NSPCC initiative and raising funds through
this promotion. These breakfast sessions provide a valuable resource to communities and we hope through
the fundraising we can provide more in the future.”

On top of all this, Baylie has been selected to swim at The Inter
Association Meet. She received invitations to swim from both
Greater Manchester and North Lancashire, after much internal
debate, Baylie chose to swim for Greater Manchester.
Fantastic achievements, well done Baylie!
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BwD Team Athletics
at Stanley Park –
Lancashire Schools
Athletics Competition

Cern
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Mrs Wild and Mr Bendell took
a group of pupils to visit Cern
in Switzerland. After landing at
Geneva the group checked into
their Hostel, visited a local shop
to purchase food for dinner and
breakfast before enjoying a bit of
relaxation time in the beautiful
sunshine.

A number of QEGS athletes competed in the Blackburn with Darwen Town Team at the
Lancashire Schools Track and Field Championships at Stanley Park on Saturday 9th June (see
list below). Results have not yet been published due to technical issues on the English Schools
website but Nicole Saunders achieved first place in the discus and she now has an English
Schools qualifying distance, which is a fantastic result. Well done to all athletes.
Nicky Saunders (Blackburn Harriers)
Hannah Cookson (Blackburn Harriers)
Natasha Olszewska			
Holly Weatherall (Preston Harriers)		
Julie Mathew (Blackburn Harriers)		
Harvey Ashworth (Blackburn Harriers)
Hammad Chisti (Blackburn Harriers)

They had a packed first day of sightseeing
which began at 6.15am when Mrs Wild woke
everyone for breakfast. After a two hour bus
journey to Chamonix in France, the pupils
surged up the Aguille de Midi in a gondola that
had holes in the floor! Followed by another
gondola ride which took them 4,000 metres
above ground level to a viewing platform from
where the summit of Mont Blanc could be
viewed. The views from the mountain were
amazing with one pupil commenting that
‘words did not do it justice’. Everyone then
jumped on a train which took them up to the
Mer du Glace, they took another gondola ride
down to the glacier and wandered around

Discus
800m
1500m
80m Hurdles
100m
1500m
100m

inside a solid ice cavern, complete with ice
sculptures and mannequins.
The next day they visited the awe-inspiring
Cern, the European Organisation for Nuclear
research. They met with a professor who
delivered an extremely interesting lecture
explaining what CERN was about, he showed
them a video which explained what CERN
and the Large Hadron Collider actually did.
They were then taken on a tour of two of the
experiments at CERN. After the tour they
had time to visit the Microcosm Museum and
the Globe Exhibition, before heading back to
Geneva for the return flight home.

British Fencing
Selection
Many Congratulations to Nicole Saunders who has been ranked
7th in the UK in the U17 Cadet Female Sabre, she has now been
selected to train as part of the British Fencing Talent Pathway.
Nicole will be attending monthly Athlete Development Camps,
with two of these camps being specifically designed as GBR Team
development and selection weekends.
Well done Nicole!

BwD Town Sports Day
Sixty athletes across Years 7-11 competed in the BwD Town Sports Day against all other schools in the
Borough. There were some fantastic individual performances including 17 podium finishes.
Congratulations to Kate Cookson who finished Town Champion in the 1500m, 200m and long jump.
Nicole Saunders, Town Champion in javelin and discus, Nicole also achieved a new Championship Record in
the discus. Katie Lambert, Town Champion javelin. Harvey Ashworth, Town champion in1500m.
Well done to all athletes that were selected to represent QEGS in this event.

Design Lab Initiative
In March of this year, QEGS was selected to take part in
the excellent DesignLab initiative.

The theme throughout the process was ‘up-cycling’, the
creation of new products using discarded objects.

A group of Year 10 pupils were given an exciting
opportunity to immerse themselves into a wealth of
creative experiences based around the manufacturing
industry in their local area. It was formed by a
collaboration between Blackburn Museum and the V&A
Museum in London. The group visited each museum,
spent another day at Blackburn College and also took a
trip to a wallpaper manufacturing company in Clayton-leMoors. The course, which took place under the guidance
of textiles designer Sarah Hardacre was being held to
celebrate the cultural and industrial heritage of Blackburn.

The third visit was to Blackburn College and to Sarah
Hardacre’s college studio where the pupils and staff
were taught how to screen print. They were given the
opportunity to screen-print their own designs on to a
wide variety of material. This gave them ideas on how
they could produce products of their own, based on the
repeat pattern process. They were also taken on a tour of
Blackburn College’s end of year graduate exhibitions.

The first event, a visit to Blackburn museum gave an
opportunity for pupils to see a working loom. They also
spent time exploring the museums’ collections to gather
research for a design task involving screen-printing.
The second trip took the group to the V&A museum,
before touring her exhibition, pupils were given a talk by
the curator ‘Fashioned from Nature’, Edwina Ehrman.
Pupils then spent time with Sarah Hardacre exploring the
process of the production of repeat patterns for the textile
industry. It was here that the pupils prepared patterns
for their own screen-printed work. They were also taken
on a ‘whistle stop’ tour of some of the V&A’s furniture &
ceramics collection.

The final visit of the DesignLab Nation Initiative was to
Surface Print. Pupils were able to see examples of the
mass production element of the screen printing process.
They saw high quality wallpaper being manufactured and
were given an insight in the processes from start to finish.
Finally, pupils prepared a presentation to a small group
of guests. They showed their completed screen prints to
the guests and explained what they had learnt throughout
the process, including how they would use the patterns to
reinvigorate existing products.
Mr Hart and Miss Watson both agreed that this had been
an excellent, well organised and worthwhile event. All
pupils had thoroughly enjoyed the experience and gained
a great deal of extended knowledge and understanding of
the cultural heritage of Blackburn and surrounding area.
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Creative Faculty
Annual Summer
Exhibition
Hartley House was the venue where the Creative Faculty showcased GCSE and
A level pupils’ and students’ Fine Art and Product Designs. The range of exhibits
were outstanding which made for yet another extremely successful event.
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Drop Everything And Read!
Finally, our much awaited rescheduled Author and
D.E.A.R. events took taken place on Thursday 10th May,
when we were delighted to welcome back Sufiya Ahmed,
author of Secrets of the Henna Girl and also to launch the
D.E.A.R event, something very new to QEGS.
The day started off with a real treat, at 9:30 the school
bell rang and our pupils and staff Dropped Everything
And Read! With every pupil possessing a book, it was
a wonderful sight, and just shows the kind of reading
culture we have here at QEGS. This was a whole school
event, and certainly one that we will remember for quite
some time. Tutors were encouraged to take photos of
their groups reading – we had some amazing and quite
imaginative shots. A competition was held for the best
photos showing our pupils reading. During the event
Sufiya had the opportunity to tour school and drop in on
some of these groups, which really was the icing on the
cake for us.
After the excitement of the D.E.A.R. event all Year 7 and
8 pupils were given the opportunity to work with Sufiya.

Our pupils were well-prepared for Sufiya’s visit, and very
familiar with her work, some having read her book well
in advance of her arrival. Following on from these lively
and interactive author sessions, which helped to enthuse
and motivate our pupils about the joy of reading, Sufiya
was then available to sign books. Everyone in school had
the chance to meet and chat with her, books were also
available to purchase.
In the afternoon Sufiya ran creative writing workshops with
Year 12. She shared all of her expertise as an author and
member of parliament, making her writing seem tangible
and real. She helped to motivate writing, ignited sparks
and demystified creativity – what a fabulous trait to have.
After a wonderful day, it was time for Sufiya to leave. Year
8 Pupil Librarians presented Sufiya with a token of our
thanks and a lovely hand-made thank you card.
Meeting an author, illustrator, poet or storyteller in real life
and hearing them convey their passion for their work can
fundamentally alter a child or young person’s relationship
to books. It can ignite a life-long love of reading, and this
visit certainly did just that!

Sufiya explained to our pupils that authors become
authors by being persistent. Talent means that something
comes easy for someone, but writing is rarely easy. It never
comes out the way you plan. Sufiya admitted that many
times she had hit brick walls and wanted to give up – but
her persistent nature took hold, and eventually she had
her first book published. An inspirational author indeed.
Mrs Dewhurst extends her thanks to every member of
staff who joined in with the D.E.A.R. event and the day
itself in making it a huge success!
Plans are now underway for our next author visit in March
2019, when we look forward to welcoming Cliff McNish.
https://www.cliffmcnish.com/
More about this event and other library events can be
found here:
https://www.facebook.com/QegsLibraryBlackburn

Duke of Edinburgh
Gold Award
Congratulations to Safeerah Sidat, Oliver Cass and Uzair Dadabhai for completing their Gold Duke of
Edinburgh Award. They will now receive an invite and to travel to St James’s Palace in London where
they well be presented with their award.
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Fun Run

In July a Whole School Fun Run took place. As part of Year 10 work experience week,
Faiq has provided the write up and photography for this event.
Our Sixth Form students decided to encourage fitness in QEGS by organising a Fun Run, with races for Years
7, 8 and 9, and also a special race for elite runners.
During the sunny morning, amid a heatwave, each year group arrived at the start line wearing brightly
coloured clothes (as requested) and they each donated £1.00 to take part in the fun run. The final run was
more competitive, the elite athletes from each year group raced while those that didn’t take part gave their full
support. Harvey Ashworth finished in 1st place in this race.

Edge Hill University
UCAS Careers Fair
The Careers department took the whole of Year 12 to the annual
UCAS Fair at Edge Hill University.
Mr Taylor, Miss Wildman, Miss Ash, Ms Sharples and Miss
Jones, accompanied the students to research possible degree
options from the wide range of Universities, locally and nationally.
Students had the opportunity to talk directly to the representatives
from each establishment to discuss their options. They also
took advantage of the seminars on the UCAS process and the
University Finance.
It was an excellent event with inspirational talks, topical seminars,
application process advice, and interactive stands, this was an
event experience like no other where the students gained a real
understanding of the establishments in which they might be
looking to apply to, through UCAS next year.
On the hottest day of the year there was even time for an icecream in the shade before the coach home!

The pupils gained a valuable lesson in ‘Healthy Body and Healthy Mind’ – wise words used by Dr Butler. A
great time was had by all with a fantastic £341 raised for the British Heart Foundation.

Geography
in Grasmere
Year 10 Geography pupils travelled to the Lake District National Park
to investigate the management of tourism in a glaciated area. The
trip was organised in preparation for their forthcoming GCSE exam
in summer 2019, where pupils will be asked questions about how
they investigated physical geography.
Pupils observed and collected evidence about the management of
tourism in Grasmere by taking photos, conducting environmental
quality surveys and some questionnaires. During the walk up to the
beautiful Easedale Tarn, pupils measured footpath erosion to see if
tourism was being successfully managed on this popular walk.
The sunshine, and the long walk ensured that all pupils had a
fantastic day, with most of them managing to enjoy a well deserved
ice cream in the village!
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Frobisher Receive
the Blane Trophy
After a very long wait due to the difficult weather conditions this
year, children in Years 5 and 6 finally participated in the House
Football Competition. Every pupil took part and some very exciting
and hard fought matches were played.
Receiving the Blane Trophy for Frobisher is the House Captain
Mohammad Kayani.

GCSE Results to Shout About!
Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar School was
delighted to see 23.2% of pupils gaining at
least five 9 – 7 grades in their GCSEs. This is
an excellent achievement considering the
increased difficulty of the new GCSE subjects.

above, 73% achieved this measure in English, 71% in
Mathematics and 62% in both English and Mathematics.

It was especially pleasing to see the English and
Mathematics results. 87% of pupils passed English at a
grade 4 and above, 90% of pupils passed Mathematics at a
grade 4 and above, and 83% of pupils passed both English
and Mathematics at a grade 4 and above. At grade 5 and

We are thrilled for our pupils, that their hard work,
commitment and long hours of revision have paid off and
that they have been rewarded with excellent results. We
are delighted that many of our pupils will be returning to

Particularly pleasing were the results in Biology, Chemistry,
German, History, Latin, Physical Education, Physics,
Combined Science and Ethics and Philosophy who all
achieved 85% and above in the grade 9-4 measure.

QEGS for their Sixth Form education and we look forward
to welcoming and enrolling many external students over
the next two days.
These fantastic results only enhance what our pupils have
achieved so far in school, which they will take forward into
the Sixth Form and further. We wish all of our pupils much
success in the next stage of their education.
For more information regarding the Sixth Form, please
telephone 01254 686300 or visit www.qegsblackburn.
com/sixth to apply online.

Gold Crest Award
We are pleased that nine Year 13 students achieved a Crest Gold Award.
The award requires the students to carry out a project of their choice based on science
and technology, where they are expected to apply over 60 hours’ extra-curricular work.
Some of our students worked in small groups, others individually. They all showed great
enthusiasm and skill, creating outstanding reports, which were highly praised by the
external assessors at CREST.

There was a varied range of topics chosen including, Naturally Occurring Antibiotics,
Comparison of Free Range and Value Chicken, Suitability of Metals for Jewellery and
Comparing Vitamin Supplements.
Congratulations to: Natasha Sajjad, Samantha Hepworth, Zain Dalal, Arsalan Toor, Uzair
Dadabhai, Shuayb Ahmed, Anas Ghanchi, Faisal Hanif and Safeerah Sidat.
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Golf Team Win the
Lancashire Knockout Trophy
Congratulations to Owais Musa Year 8, Ahmad Musa Year 9 and James Andrews Year
11. Having won the South Region section at Rochdale Golf Club last month, against 15
school teams, the QEGS Team went onto the final play-off match against the Northern
Region winners, Lancaster Grammar School. The match was extremely close, and it
went all the way to a nail biting last hole of the last match decider.
Owais Musa had to beat his opponent in the final hole of the competition to ensure the
victory. He hit a great tee shot, on a 170 yard par 3, to the back of the green. He then
made sure of victory by sending a long putt up to the hole, thereby setting up a short putt
which he converted. He later admitted that his knees were trembling over the putt, but
Owais held his nerve brilliantly. Thus, booking the Lancashire Winners place in the 36
hole National Finals at the home of the English Golf Union, Woodhall Spa.
Ahmad Musa was the architect of the team win, scoring a very impressive 40 points (4
under his handicap). James scored 32 points on the day, and he will be a very important
member of the team, on the even more demanding course at Woodhall Spa.
The last time QEGS won the Lancashire Golf Knockout was in 2003. The boys deserve
their place, the level and consistency of golf they have shown has been outstanding.
Well done to them all.
Owais Musa Year 8, Handicap 23
Ahmad Musa Year 9, Handicap 22
James Andrews Year 11, Handicap 2

Great Achievement Hawkins House
for Anastasia
Conquer Chess
Anastasia Hartshorne-Evans received news that she had been selected to
represent North Lancashire at the Inter Association Swim Gala in Blackpool
during June. With only being in competitive swimming for a little over 12 months,
this is a great achievement for Anastasia, and all at QEGS wish her the best of luck!

In the historic setting of the Garstang Room, Hawkins, captained by Alex Bendell, duly
defended their House Chess crown with a Grand Slam of victories over the other House
Teams.
Drake narrowly held off Howard to finish second while a late brace of victories ensured
Grenville finished ahead of Frobisher and a very youthful Raleigh Team.
Thank you to all participants for a hard-fought, but sporting tournament. It reminded us
that, what QEGS Chess may lack in quantity, it more than makes up for in quality.
Here’s to 2019!
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Great Expectations, Part Two
In the Main Hall, on the nights of 27th and
28th June, we finally brought to completion
the story of Pip which we began in
December, with Part Two of our adaptation
of Charles Dickens’ “Great Expectations”.
After some first night nerves, Seb Roberts settled well
into the central role, gradually infusing this rather passive
character with more emotion as the night went on,
delivering some powerful confrontation scenes with
Eleanor Connell’s Miss Havisham and Mariam GooraniNejad’s Estella.
As Miss Havisham, Eleanor excelled herself once again,
relishing every word of this damaged and twisted character,
right up to her final remorse and dramatic burning scene,

proving that she is now one of our most skilled and
perceptive actresses.
Mariam’s Estella was her farewell performance, having
starred in so many QEGS productions during her years
at the school. She managed to convey her character’s
combination of coolness and seductiveness, even when
contending with a badly sprained ankle on second night!
Amy Roscoe moved effortlessly from young Estella in Part
One, to a homely and likable Biddy in Part Two; Zak Bux
returned to the role of Herbert Pocket, wholly convincing
once again as the optimistic, reliable emotional support
to Pip as his fortunes took a downward turn; Will Gedling
also reprised his role as Joe, who, despite having a much
smaller part this time around, lit up the stage in both
his scenes, with the convincing honesty and emotional
intensity of his portrayal.

Notable performances from staff cast members included
Mr Butterworth’s wonderfully entertaining Wemmick once
again, every inch the “cheeky chappie” clerk to Mr Jaggers,
as well as Mr Hargreaves, this time as the Judge who
condemns the convict Magwitch to death. As Magwitch,
Pip’s secret benefactor, Mr Goodall, making his QEGS
stage debut, gave us a rough but softer and more likable
convict than in Part One, his death scene being particularly
moving.
Altogether, the cast did a sterling job of bringing Dickens’
great story to its conclusion and special praise deserves
to go to the dedication of those cast members who had to
contend with public examinations this term also.

Heartbeat

Well done to Jacob and Lea who gave up their morning to help raise money for a charity called
Heartbeat. They were also promoting a Family Fun Run which was due to take place the following
month. Between them they raised £75.00. John Gibson, volunteer charity organiser commented,
“They are a credit to your School and their parents”.
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House Singing
House Singing was a very enjoyable and
exciting experience. Hawkins sang ‘Three
Lions’ trying to inspire the English football
team in the World Cup. They sang the song
very well but could have been a bit louder.
One of the props used was a giant inflatable
football which Mr Goodall kicked out into the
crowd.

WRITTEN BY DYLAN ASHURST,
RAYAN FARHANN AND WALEED AZIZ

The rest of the Houses had quite different performances,
Howard House was very musical and had one person
singing with people in the background doing the harmony
for the song. The House also used many instruments to
make their performance stand out from the crowd. Overall
a very impressive performance.
Grenville was very loud and had a song called ‘Waving Your
Flags’. They had some good choreography.
Frobisher, with the Waka Waka song, was not as loud but
had a lot of movement. When prompted they all jumped
off the stage and began doing the conga.
Raleigh was second to perform and took everyone by

surprise with their dance moves, their song choice was a
song by Paloma Faith, ‘Make Your Own Kind Of Music’,
which they definitely did!
Drake had a lot of people participating and sang quite loud;
the song wasn’t familiar to them but they pulled it off with
just a few minor mistakes.
There was a great atmosphere in the room, especially
during the Bollywood dance. The highlight was Mr Vyse
doing the floss and Mr Topping who performed the L, both
dances from the game fortnite.
Finally, the results were revealed and the wining House
was Howard.

Ingleton
Waterfalls Trail
Recently, Year 8 travelled to the Yorkshire Dales National Park where they
investigated the geography behind the Ingleton Water Falls Trail.
Pupils enjoyed the 7km walk around the trail visiting the Money Tree, Pecca
Falls, Beezley Falls, Rival Falls, Snow Falls and the famous Thornton Force.
They investigated the processes behind the formation of the waterfalls,
looking at the unique geology of Pecca Falls and making comparisons to
the more traditional waterfall of Thornton Force.
Geographical investigations turned out to be extremely hard work so,
when everyone stumbled across an ice cream van, it soon became overrun
with pupils and staff alike as they queued to get a much needed half-way
refreshment.
Ingleton Falls is a longstanding annual trip for QEGS, which was another
huge success!
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QEGS Iceland Visit 2018
During half term, 29 pupils and 4 staff
enjoyed a spectacular trip to Iceland. The
sunny conditions, meant that the sights and
scenery was seen to its best effect.
Upon arrival, the Blue Lagoon was the first port of call. The
healing waters of the geothermally heated pools provided
a very relaxing start to the visit.

No tour to Iceland is complete, without taking in the,
“Golden Circle”. This comprises of visits to Þingvellir
National Park, the Geysir Geothermal Area, and Gullfoss.
The pupils marvelled at Stokkur Geyser that explodes into
action every few minutes. Whilst at Gulfoss the recent rain
and snow melt meant that the waterfall was at its most
spectacular.
Everyone enjoyed an excellent cycle tour of Reykjavik City
where they had time to stop and take a look around the
central area shops, which provided a welcome day of less
travelling.

The trip was rounded off by a memorable walk on
the Sólheimajökul glacier. With bright blue sky as the
backdrop, the valley looked magnificent. Most of the pupils
found that glacial ice is very tough, as they attempted to
batter it away with their ice axe.
This was QEGS third visit to Iceland, and it was thoroughly
enjoyed by all.

Kimlam is
Cambridge Bound
Following a Perfect Set
of Exam Results
Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar School was delighted that outstanding Sixth Form student, Kimlam Nguyen, was
accepted to read Natural Sciences at Trinity College at Cambridge University. This is a fantastic achievement for a very
competitive course.
Kimlam, an extremely gifted student, gained 4 A* grades at A level in Chemistry, Physics, Mathematics and Further
Mathematics, he is also a talented musician, playing piano to grade 8.
A bright future awaits, we are sure that Kimlam will continue with his amazing success and we wish him all the best.
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PSHE
Summary
Our PSHE department had a busy year with events held within
lessons, the highlights being:
Make Your Mark Campaign, this was completed by all year groups. Pupils voted to
nominate the areas for debate and campaign in Youth Parliament.

You Got This Girl
Returns to QEGS
In July, Jenna returned to QEGS to inspire even more of our female pupils,
this time focussing on our Year 8s. She gave an inspirational talk and then
demonstrated her skating abilities by jumping over 7 pupils and Dr Butler!

Year 12
Trip to
Christie
Hospital
Several Year 12 Physics students enjoyed a trip
to the Medical Physics Open Evening held at the
Christie Hospital, Manchester. They were shown
how a CT scanner and a radiotherapy treatment
apparatus worked and participated in a seminar
on the advances in treating certain cancers using
proton beam therapy, for which the first centre in
the UK is being built at the Christie. There was a very
interesting lecture by Dr Alan McWilliam on using
imaging technology, particularly MRI, to improve
radiotherapy, before finally attending a practical
session on extracting DNA from strawberries.
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The ‘Take Over Challenge’ was held at King George’s Hall, 15 Year 12 students attended
a seminar where they received training on Mental Health, Drugs Awareness and
Domestic Abuse. This was facilitated by the Youth MP and team.
The Youth MP Election was held in March and saw Zakariya Bux stand for second
election campaign, following his years’ service on the Youth Forum. All students in Years
7 to 13 voted in PSHE lessons but sadly, Zakariya was defeated by Ellie Walsh for the
post.
The young people of QEGS in Years 7 to 10 were involved in a Youth Services Survey.
They had to review the Youth Services and Provision in Blackburn with Darwen area.
They discussed crime, social media and digital safety as part of the process.

Year 7 Wise Up in Morecambe
Year 7 experienced a brand new
investigation with the Geography
Department, on their first field trip to
Morecambe.

Pupils investigated sea defences and the facilities for
tourists in the seaside town, as they walked three miles
along the promenade from the Venus and Cupid statue,
passing the Eric Morecambe statue and the famous art
deco Midland Hotel.

The pupils were given the opportunity to explore
Morecambe’s Happy Mount Park and, of course, had
an essential photo with the Eric Morecambe statue.
Obviously, no geography field trip to the seaside is
complete without sampling a tasty ice cream!

They conducted environmental quality surveys, asked
members of the public questions about Morecambe and
sketched the new and old sea defences of the town.

A wonderful time was had by all.

Visit from Major Naveed Muhammad MBE
On Tuesday, 26th June 2018, Major Naveed Muhammad MBE from the
Royal Signals came into school to talk with a group of pupils from Years
8, 9 and 10. They had a ‘mess’ lunch in the Garstang Room with table
cloths and napkins, everyone was on their best behaviour!
Mr Sutton, the catering manager, and his team cooked up a superb meal which the pupils
served and cleared away afterwards.
Towards the end of the lunch the group were joined by Lt Col John Lighten MBE. Major
Naveed talked about the role of the Armed Forces in the modern world. He talked about his
own career path, but also what it was like being in the forces today.
The Major and the Colonel then spent time talking with some of our pupils who are
considering the Armed Forces for a future career, they enjoyed answering the diverse range
of questions posed to them.
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Trio Triumph at the Tee
The QEGS Golf Team took to the course again in the Lancashire
Schools South Qualifier.
After an extremely impressive 2 over par, James Andrews won the Lancashire qualifier
and has secured himself a place in the County Schools Golf Team. He took part in
tournaments against other County Teams during the Summer.
Owais Musa scored a gross score of 85 which meant he recorded another fantastic
nett score of 64. This resulted in him being in second place in the events nett individual
competition.
Ahmed Musa scored a gross 88 nett 67 and he finished 5th out of 45 golfers in the
individual nett event.
The Musa brothers have had an amazing season of Schools’ Golf, and with the support
of James, all three will representing the County in the Schools’ finals at Woodhall Spa
July 10th and 11th.

Medical Successes
Students at Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar School have been
celebrating their A level results and none more so than a group
of students that have been accepted onto University courses that
will allow them to follow their dreams of working in the field of
medicine.
These include Faisal Hanif and Zain Dalal, pictured, who are reading Medicine
at Manchester University and Hull University respectively. These are extremely
competitive courses and demand the highest of standards from the students they
accept. Our students have demonstrated an outstanding work ethic, determination
and stamina throughout the year and thoroughly deserve their success. We are
sure that they will continue to be successful as they start this new phase of their
studies.
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Mr Langley
Goes for Gold
QEGS very own Mr Langley had to request an authorised absence
from school in order for him to compete in a Home Nations Hockey
Tournament. We are delighted that Mrs Gammon authorised Mr
Langley’s leave, as he earned himself a Gold Medal playing Hockey
for England.
Mr Langley and the England Team travelled to Southgate Hockey Club in London,
where they played Wales, Ireland and Scotland. In their opening game Mr Langley
managed to get onto the end of some good team play and fired a shot straight under
the keeper, he could have immediately scored a second goal, but his shot was blocked
by one of his own players. The Team won all three games and did not concede any
goals.
Mr Langley and his England Hockey Team currently hold titles for being World
Champions, European Champions and now Home Nation Champions!

Kate Greenaway Shadowing Group –
Year 5 and Senior School Library
This year the Senior School Librarian was
delighted to involve our Primary Phase
with the CKG Book Award – an annual book
award which has been followed here at
QEGS for the past 13 years.
Once the book award was introduced to our very
enthusiastic Year 5 shadowing group, pupils soon became
very excited about the award and all it entailed. A shortlist
of 8 titles were enjoyed over 12 weeks, pupils became
judges and the books were scrutinized during each of the
12 sessions.

During each session pupils had the opportunity to vote
for their favourite book and add book reviews to the CKG
website. After a few sessions it all started to become very
serious, with each pupil having their own strong opinion
of each book. The weeks flew by, debates and lots of
discussions took place.

much hope that pupils who took part will go on to follow the
prestigious book award in Year 7.

For the very last session, which included a book award
celebration, the winning book was announced to be, Town
is by the Sea.

http://www.carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/greenaway.php

Thank you to everyone who helped to make this happen, it
truly was something different for our Year 5 and hopefully
something they’ll remember for quite some time. We very

Thank you also to Suha Mehmood for creating the
delightful gift bags and many thanks also to author and
illustrator, Chris Riddell for providing us with book prizes.

You can also see more news about this and all of our other
Library events on our School Library Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/QegsLibraryBlackburn/

National Swimathon
All pupils in Key Stage 2 participated in the National Swimathon. During the Swimathon
QEGS pupils challenged themselves to swim further than they have ever swum before, with
every pupil who participated receiving a ‘Swim your Best’ swimming hat.
Our aim at QEGS is to teach every pupil the life skill of swimming. By the time pupils leave Year 6, it is our aim that
they can all swim at least 25m of a recognised stroke. Currently in Year 6, 97.5% of pupils can swim 25m or more in a
recognised stroke. The National Average for pupils in Year 6 to reach the minimum standard is 69%.

QEGSblackburn.com | Page 55

Q Review 2018

Nicole Sets a
New PB
Congratulations to Nicole Saunders who competed at the Lancashire Track & Field Championships,
where she achieved second place in the U15’s discus with a throw of 27.56m. Since then, Nicole
has achieved an English Schools Qualification Standard while competing at the Youth Development
League, throwing a distance of 27.77m.
At the English Schools Competition in Lancaster, Nicole managed 1st Place in the U13’s discus
event. A fantastic achievement, well done Nicole!

QEGS Choir sing
along at ‘Shrek’
The Musical
On a Sunday morning towards the end of Trinity Term, a
group of QEGS choir members were accompanied by Miss
Cockshott and Mr Garrett to see the musical ‘Shrek’ at the
Empire Theatre in Liverpool.
After a journey lasting over an hour and a half the group landed in Liverpool
and eagerly devoured their packed lunches. Happily fed and watered the
group set off on the short walk to the theatre. With a few minutes to spare, they
were shown to their seats in the enchanting old Theatre. The lights dimmed,
the band strummed along and when the spotlights came up the group were
transported to the fairy tale kingdom of Duloc. With lots of impressive singing,
and great artistic props the group thoroughly enjoyed the wonderful spectacle.
As the story gained momentum and the first half ended, the audience were left
spellbound and waiting for more. The whole theatre then erupted with the final
song: “I’m a Believer”.

Psychology at
Chester Zoo
Year 13 Psychology students went on a trip to Chester Zoo, where they attended
workshops on animal behaviour and welfare and courtship behaviour; this
complemented the content of their A level course.
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Positively Teenage
The library was extremely pleased to receive two free copies of
Nicola’s new book, Positively Teenage which helped very much
with their exciting book launch.
Book launches have now become regular events in QEGS Library,
aiming to run at least one per term, giving pupils the opportunity to
be a part of and experience a book launch. After the well-attended
event, the library was left with a reservation list of over 50 names!
Obviously this book is going to be very popular, perfect for revision,
well-being and self-help.

National Schools Skiing Success
During Trinity Term, a group of pupils travelled to Castleford to compete in the National Schools Indoor Open
Skiing Championships.
Mariam Omar, Year 6 competed in the U14 girls, U14 boys Dan Eardley and Elliot Jones, U16 girls Sadie
Merritt, Isobel Currie and Bea Clarke, U16 boys Muhammad Omar and U18 girls Isobel Jones, all took to the
slopes and tried their best to reach the bottom with the fastest time of three tries.
Sadie Merritt managed a place on the podium, finishing 4th fastest in one of her three races. She is now
hoping that with this result she may get invited to train with the National GB team.
In the Mixed Team Category QEGS ‘A’ Team came 5th with 12 points and QEGS ‘B’ Team finished 4th with 14
points.

Lancashire
Schools Golf
Championship
Triumph
The Musa brothers have again excelled, as they competed in the
Lancashire Schools U15’s Golf Championships. With over 70
boys competing they played better than their handicaps, Ahmad
came second with a nett 62 (8 under), whilst Owais finished 3rd
with a nett 64 (6 under). They also won the Team nett event
on the day too. The brothers have really taken the Lancashire
School scene by storm this year. Well done boys!

Primary Phase Celebrated
World Book Day as Detectives!
World Book Day began with our pupils reading a story named “SUPERTATO”. Supertato is always there for you
when the chips are down. But today he was on holiday, and now there was a very naughty pea on the loose. Who
is the pea? Could Primary Phase work out “who dun it?” There was a crime scene in the library. Evidence had
been collected and placed in the evidence locker. The pupils used their super investigation techniques, kept
super detailed records in their intel book and masterminded a plan to catch the naughty pea. Primary Phase
detectives solved the clues and in a special assembly, a line-up of suspects were paraded in front of everybody.
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Rehan Scores his
Maiden 100
Rehan Zore (Year 9) who plays cricket for Burnley
Cricket Club 3rd XI scored his maiden 100
achieving 145 runs V’s Clitheroe Cricket Club.

Royal Society of
St George’s Day
Chemistry 50th
Service
International
Chemistry Olympiad

Sunday 29th April, QEGS pupils attended a St Georges
Day Service held at Blackburn Cathedral.

Jamaal Hassan was commended to receive a Bronze
Award and Kimlam Nguyen was granted a Gold Award
in the Royal Society of Chemistry 50th International
Chemistry Olympiad. A superb achievement from both!

Musa Brothers lead
QEGS to Golf Success
In the Schools Regional Golf Qualifier at Rochdale Golf Club, Ahmad Musa shot
an amazing 12 under his handicap, whilst his younger brother, Owais, managed an
impressive 7 under. These two scores were not bettered by any other school team.
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Tom Palmer
World Cup Competition
Zac Jones was the winner of the Tom Palmer competition. Zac created some fabulous
book bunting, which was in-keeping with the World Cup theme and one which the
author Tom Palmer loved. Zac’s bunting was a great success and will used in the
Library’s sports section. Author Tom Palmer sent in a very generous amount of prizes
to help us fill the football themed gift bag for Zac. Well done Zac, and massive thanks
to Tom Palmer!

Natasha Swims her
Heart out for Charity
Year 10 pupil, Natasha Hartshorne-Evans, successfully
completed her first open water swim event, and raised
£400 for The Pumping Marvellous Foundation, a charity
very close to the family.
Natasha pulled on her wet suit and took to the chilly waters of Lake Windermere to take part
in The Great North Swim. She swam 0.5 miles around the Lake to challenge herself and bring
together two elements of her Duke of Edinburgh Award. Swimming is Natasha’s physical activity
for the Award and, in support of the heart failure charity ‘Pumping Marvellous Foundation’, of
which she is a keen volunteer, managed to raise an incredible £400 for the charity.
Natasha thoroughly enjoyed the experience, and is already looking forward to next year when
she will be old enough to tackle the 1 mile course.

North West
Regional Swimming
Championship
successes
Well done to Anastasia Hartshorne-Evans and Daniel Ainsworth who both gained
qualification times to compete in the North West Regional Swimming Championships
recently for their swimming club.

Raising the Flag
25 Year 7 pupils enjoyed the glorious sunshine as they
walked to Blackburn Town Hall on Monday, 25th June
to celebrate ‘Raising the Flag’.
The ‘Raising the Flag’ Ceremony and one-minute silence took place in front of the Town
Hall. It was in support of Armed Forces Day which is a national campaign that gives
everyone the opportunity to show their support for the men and women of the Armed
Forces past and present.
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Walk to
d’feet MND
A charity walk was held on Tuesday in Corporation Park to raise money for MND, a Motor
Neurone Disease Charity. All pupils and staff were invited to take part in the one mile walk
around the park for a small donation of £1.00. It was a lovely afternoon and a great turn out from
all, with a fantastic total of £290.00 being raised.

Trio swing into
action at the National
Schools Golf Final
The recent successes of the QEGS Golf Team, meant that at
the end of Trinity Term James Andrews, Ahmad and Owais
Musa represented the County in the National Schools’
Golfing Finals. They travelled to Lincolnshire to play at the
National Golf Centre at Woodhall Spa, the home of England
Golf.
James Andrews scored 30 points playing off handicap of 3 which gave him an
excellent gross score of 78. The Musa brothers achieved a team score of 72
points. This meant QEGS finished in 3rd place out of the 36 school teams taking
part in the event.
Mr Buckingham commented, “The boys played terrifically well again! Woodhall
Spa Golf Course was an extremely challenging championship standard, so the
boys did extremely well to play to their handicaps.”

U16 Emerging
Schools Rugby
Plate Winners 2018
QEGS became Emerging Schools Champions with a hard fought victory
43-30 Vs St Wilfrid’s at Blackburn RFU Club.
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Year 6 Conquer
Robinwood
A great time was had by Year 6 when they visited Robinwood.
It was wonderful to see the pupils working together in their teams
to conquer the challenges, learning valuable life skills in team
work, communication and resilience through a mixture of indoor
and outdoor activities. With their enthusiastic group leaders they
went from canoeing to climbing, raft building to caving and they
were even brave enough to tackle the high ropes. It was a fitting
reward after their hard efforts working towards the SATs for most
of the year and one that they will remember!

Lightwater
Valley
At the end of the Trinity term, Year 7 pupils enjoyed a day trip to
Lightwater Valley, near Ripon. All the pupils thoroughly enjoyed
the various rides and attractions, along with the excellent weather.
A fantastic day was had by all.

Pupil Librarians Go for Gold
At the end of Trinity Term, the library was delighted to award their Year 8 Pupil Librarians with the Gold
Award as part of the School Library Association Pupil Librarian Training Programme. The pupils had worked
extremely hard to gain this award; giving up their own free time and generally being super ambassadors for
the School Library. Well done to all and a massive “thank you” from Mrs Dewhurst, who added, “This is one
of the best teams I’ve had the pleasure to train and work with.” All 4 pupils will now go forward for the Pupil
Librarian of the Year Award included in the forthcoming QEGS Prize Giving event.

National Space Centre
Twelve Year 8 pupils were invited on a trip to the National Space Centre in Leicester, along with pupils from five
other Ogden Trust Partnership schools. Besides examining the interesting displays on the Solar System and
the Moon landings, pupils were treated to an interactive movie and a workshop on robotics where they could
program their own “lunar buggy” made from Lego.
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Music Exam Success
Well done to all of our Pupils who took External Music exams at the end of Trinity Term, congratulations to:
Rayhan Motara ((Year 6)		
Jenson Gibson (Year 7)			
Oliver Jenkins (Year 7)			
Alexandra Brown (Year 7)		
Alexander Peel (Year 8)			
Anastasia Hartshorne-Evans (Year 8)
Hira Karimi (Year 9)			
Rhys Millington (Year 9)			
Ella Hardman (Year 9)			
Hooria Haroon (Year 10)		

Grade 2 Clarinet with Distinction
Grade 1 Drum Kit with Merit
Grade 1 Electric Guitar
Grade 3 Singing with Merit and Grade 2 Violin
Grade 1 Drum Kit with Merit
Grade 4 Singing
Grade 5 Singing with Merit
Grade 1 Saxophone with Distinction
Grade 3 Flute with Merit
Grade 3 Piano

Iftar
Evening
On Thursday 24th May 2018, School re-opened its
doors just before sunset with an invitation to all, to
celebrate the breaking of the days fast during the
season of Ramadan.
Around 150 parents, pupils and friends came into school after nine
o’clock for the evening feast. Fifteen members of staff had fasted
during the daylight hours, it was a great relief for them when the
hours, minutes and seconds disappeared and everyone was given
the all clear to eat and drink, and make up for lost time!
There was a small amount of food provided by the School Catering
Manager, Dale Sutton, but the vast majority of food was prepared
and brought in by parents and pupils. Their kindness and
generosity meant that the spread was extremely impressive.

Year 6
Mindfulness Day
During Lent term, Year 6 had the amazing opportunity to take part in a mindfulness day. The pupils were
taught the science behind stress and anxiety and techniques into how to manage these effectively. Pupils
took part in hands on activities to tune into their senses and focus on completing tasks. Pupils practiced
the skill of square breathing to calm their amygdalas down and ensure that their brains were focused for
learning. Finally, the pupils all honed the skill of standing like a superhero, which is scientifically proven to
change your mind-set and make you believe that you can achieve anything you want!
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Parents have since contacted the School and have been quoted
as saying, “Many congratulations on such a successful Iftar this
year! What a wonderful turnout and community feel the evening
had. It was also lovely to chat with so many members of staff who
had participated in a fast and to see what their perspective was
like. Thank you for organising the evening. It was heartening to see
your vision from last year flourish into something so well attended
this year. My husband and I thoroughly enjoyed the diverse
conversation and food throughout the event.”
Another parent wrote, “I’m just writing to thank you so much for
the Iftar party last night it was very enjoyable. It was completely
unexpected as it is my daughter’s first year but I wanted to thank
you for the wonderful experience. A lot of effort had obviously
gone into arranging this event especially since it was such a late
night. Who would have thought guests would bring so much food!
I also really appreciate the staff participating in the fast, it really
brings all religions and cultures together. It certainly can’t have
been easy. Once again thank you for such an amazing night.”
We mentioned in the letter of invitation that we should all celebrate
together. This was a gathering when Muslims, Christians and
those of other faiths joined together, for what was a lovely evening.
Thank you to everybody who came along and took part.

Nothing is Too Small...
“Nothing is too small to know and nothing
is too big to attempt” as quoted by Charlotte
Hartley, who joined us recently to work with
our Year 10 pupils on an initiative titled
‘Get Exam Fit’. Charlotte, a former England
and GB Hockey International player is now
‘giving back to sport’ and works for the Youth
Sport Trust.

Charlotte’s defining moment in her career was being one
of the youngest players selected to represent England in
the 2006 Commonwealth Games where the team won
Bronze on penalty flicks. The following year, Charlotte
won Gold at the Junior Olympics as a member of the Great
Britain Youth team. Other International tournaments that
Charlotte has participated in include the Junior World Cup
& the KT Cup.
Charlotte now works as an Athlete Mentor to inspire and
motivate today’s youth into following their dreams. She
believes that if you want your life to be a magnificent story,
then you need to realise you are the author and every day
you have the opportunity to write a new page.

The programme ‘Get Exam Fit’ is designed to inspire pupils
to achieve and aspire through sport and forms part of a
two-year initiative that QEGS has committed to. Get Exam
Fit is a package of support designed to help pupils build
confidence, manage their physical and emotional wellbeing
and to achieve their potential in school examinations. A
number of pupils were identified by Head of Year, Mr Hindle,
as likely to find this of benefit while preparing for their
GCSE’s and also in helping them to develop their ability to
deal with the stress of the exam season.
Our Year 10 pupils thoroughly enjoyed their morning
with Charlotte, they found the session fun, interesting and
motivational.

Shah’s Century Secures Invite
Following an invitation from the MCC, Qasim Shah recently travelled to Lords, to enjoy an allexpenses paid trip to watch a test match game England v Pakistan. It was a truly amazing day with
the weather being a perfect bonus to experience the atmosphere, on and around the ground.
Qasim was presented with a commemorative plaque in recognition for the 112 he scored when QEGS 1st X1 defeated the
MCC in their annual fixture last season. Qasim’s parents commented, “It was a very proud and emotional day, especially when
his name was viewed on the Lords Cricket board.”
In addition, Qasim has been selected to play 2 matches in the Lancashire U17’s team against Yorkshire in the coming weeks.
This is a result of how well he has been performing in the 1st Team at Burnley Cricket Club, consistently achieving 2 fifties and
securing his place as a number 3 player in a senior side.
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Ye-Ha!
At the end of Trinity Term, pupils from
Years 5 and 6 provided a fantastic
production of the wonderful wild west
musical comedy ‘Ye-Ha!’
Mad Dog McNut and his gang were running wild and
Wilbur Hubbard, the cowardly cook at the Fordoor
Saloon, lands the job the no-one wanted - the Sheriff of
Splodge City!
Luckily for Wilbur, Billy-Jo Brisket and her faithful steed
Lightening come to town to lend a hand. Then suddenly
the race was on to save the town and to find the hidden
gold!
It was a truly professional show. The witty one-liners
had both adults and children laughing out loud, and the
foot-tapping, catchy songs and dances had the audience
clapping along in their seats. It was definitely an action
packed performance and an experience that the pupils,
parents and teachers will remember.

Salter’s Institute RSC Competition,
Bradford University
Ruby Brandon, Sadie Merritt, Fatima Adnan and Elizabeth Case all accompanied Dr
Saunders to take part in the Salter’s Institute RSC competition which was held at Bradford
University.
The morning practical revolved around a crime scene and pupils had to carry out a range of analytical techniques to
solve a puzzle. In the second challenge the pupils were faced with the problem in relation to making a dye change
colour to a range of specific requirements. They had to investigate different combinations of solutions to achieve
a model set of results, and then produce one specific colour at the judges’ request, all under the scrutiny of the
judges. The day was finished off with a Chemistry spectacular involving plenty of bangs, flashes and even a volcanic
explosion, which left the ceiling in a state! The team thoroughly enjoyed their day and was placed 3rd in the Salter’s
Challenge. They found the experience invaluable and gained a huge amount of experience from it.

What a
Shocker…
Stress Management
and Wellbeing
This Term, our Year 13 students completed a workshop on
Stress Management and Wellbeing with the NHS Trust.
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Year 13 definitely went out in style with a Shocking Shirt
Day on their penultimate day before study leave. It was
certainly difficult to judge who was wearing the most
shocking shirt, and more worryingly some of the students
admitted to actually owning the shirt! All the money
raised was donated to the NSPCC.
A big thank you to Adam Jones who was the driving force
behind the event.

A Wonderful
Day for a
Wedding
As part of our Celebration of British Values, our Primary Phase
pupils had a busy time making bunting in celebration of the
Royal Wedding. The playground was decorated and the pupils
were adorned in their Wedding attire in readiness for their Royal
Wedding Picnic.

Amira - Loves our Library
In November, School library parent helper Amira Bahlous Ep Satiato was selected by
Mrs Dewhurst to be part of the Primary Schools’ Library training with The Literacy
Trust (Foyle Primary School Library Course). Amira was extremely keen, especially
as the training took place here in the QEGS library.
Amira completed her training and earned herself a qualification and certificate. As a result, the library has
received a lot of new books as a “thank you” for letting Amira complete the training, using our library as a base.

Accelerated
Reader Reading Awards
Another amazing year of reading was celebrated during a very
special lunchtime Reading Celebration event in the School
Library. This year QEGS created 27 Reading Millionaires and
67 STAR Readers. Well done to everyone who took part in
Accelerated Reader this year.

Anti-Bullying Ambassadors
During Trinity term, some of our Year 12 Student Prefects went to Stonyhurst College to receive ‘Anti-Bullying
Ambassador training’. The idea was raised by School Council and as a result QEGS now have 8 Anti-Bullying
Ambassadors’ in Year 12. They have the responsibility to be mentors for pupils who may have concerns about
bullying, or want to raise awareness of the issues linked with bullying.
The Diana Award Anti-Bullying Campaign launched the Anti-Bullying Ambassadors’ Programme. The
programme aims to empower both staff and pupils to change attitudes, behaviours and the culture of bullying by
building skills and confidence to address different situations.
Since the training day our Anti-Bullying Ambassadors’ have been extremely busy, they have led year group
assemblies for Years 7, 8 and 9 and have been instrumental in setting up the School Fun Run which took place
on Tuesday, 3rd July.
They have various initiatives and activities in the pipeline that will take place in the Michaelmas term.
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Sports
Day 2018
Held in absolute glorious sunshine the QEGS Senior School
Sports Day proved to be a fabulous and fitting end to the
2017/18 academic year.
All pupils showed great energy and competitive spirit, with fantastic performances
from all the athletes, as the Houses went head to head to win the House Challenge
Shield.
It was a close competition right up until the end and when all the points were
totalled, the worthy winners were Howard House.
Special thanks to the PE department, and to everyone that helped in any way for
their hard work in organising such a great event to bring the Trinity Term to a close.

Head of Primary Awards
On Friday 20th April, Armaan
Khan was given this award.
He was working very hard
to improve his attainment in
English which he has done all
year despite finding it difficult.
Teachers have said that he is
concentrating very well and that
he has matured greatly over
the year.
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Zack Hussain received the award
on Friday 27th April. Zack has
shown himself to be very caring
by always taking care of other
pupils that are new to school. He
is constantly telling them what to
do, and looking after them. It has
been wonderful to see.

Hadi Hussain, received the
Head of Primary Award Friday
4th May for always working
hard and trying his best. During
lessons, Hadi also independently
produced some outstanding
sentences.

Usman Mohammad was given
the Head of Primary Award
on Friday 8th June for his
contribution to wider school
life. He was awarded this for
approaching Mrs Robertson
with different ideas that could be
implemented in school to help
pupils become more interested
in reading and writing.

Zaynab Masood received the
Head of Primary Award on 22nd
June for her consistently good
behaviour and for always trying
hard during her lessons.
Well done Zaynab!

Sports Awards Presentation Evening
The evening was a huge success with over 200 pupils
and proud parents in attendance. World Champion Inline
Skater Jenna Downing was Chief Guest for the event. She
kept the audience captivated with an inspiring speech of
her upbringing and her turning professional at the age
of 12; and how she had amassed a lifetime of awards
from competing across the globe. QEGS’ Team Captains
confidently delivered their Sporting Reviews of the Year,
followed by Players’ Player and Manager’s Player of the
year with trophies being presented as follows:
Rugby: Year 10 Will Simmons and Jack Braithwaite.
Netball: Year 7 Alexandra Brown and Kate Cookson, Year
8 Nicole Saunders and Anastasia Hartshorne-Evans, Year
9 Madison Roberts and Parisa Butt, Year 10 Isobel Currie
and Kitty Butler, with the Senior awards being presented to
Olivia Hussey and Ella Barton.
Club Player of the Year Awards went to, Ahmed Musa for
Golf, Dan Eardley, Ella Hardman, Hammad Chishti and
Holly Weatherall for Athletics, Hanzlah Mahmood received
the award for Swimming, Hassan Mugal and Mahfooz Valli
for Junior Badminton and finally Muruvet Demir for Girls’
Football.
Football awards were presented in Year 7 to Luke Goodeve

and Samad Yasir with Ryan Duxbury receiving an award
for Year 7 ‘B’ team, Year 8 to Milo Gammon and George
Hargreaves, Year 9 to Harvey Ainsworth and Arif Deir, Year
10 to Tom McCann and Finch N’Tumba, 2nd XI to Arsalan
Toor and Adeel Mehmood, with Alfie Jones and Tom Lagan
receiving trophies for the 1st XI.
In cricket, trophies went to Year 7 Josh Asal and Ibrahim
Musa, Year 8 Jibran Karolia, Louis Strand and Cameron
Hegg, Year 9 Ali Musa, Tom Clarke and Hussain Patel, Year
10 Hugo Strand and Mattie Holden.
Jacob Gibson and Lea Robinson were recognised and
awarded trophies for their dedication and commitment as
Young Volunteers in swimming; with Swimming awards
going to Year 7 Rohail Rabbani and Jenson Gibson, Year 8
Daniel Ainsworth and Saffron Barnes, Year 9 Baylie Seery
and Jainy Barlow, Year 10 Emilia Brandon and Natasha
Hartshorne-Evans.
Awards to pupils who have been selected for Lancashire
County Schools’ Teams were presented to, Rehan
Zore - LSCA Cricket U13’s, Qasim Shah - LSCA Cricket
U15’s, Niamh Hamilton and Nicole Saunders for County
Netball U13’s, Isobel Currie - County Netball U15’s, Evan
Cunningham - LSFA Football U14’s, James Andrews County Golf U18’s and Hannah Cookson for County Senior

Girls Cross Country.
This year, Special Achievement Awards for competing at
Regional, National or International level were presented
to, Year 7 Jenson Gibson - U14 Water Polo North West
Water Academy and British Schools Modern Biathlon
Championships U12’s, Year 10 Bea Clarke - North West
Regional Netball U15’s & Leeds Rhinos, Olivia Hussey
- North West Regional Netball U16’s & Leeds Rhinos,
Year 10 Jacob Gibson - British Schools Modern Biathlon
Championships U15’s, Nicole Saunders for Team England
Fencing (sabre) March 2018, and finally Sadie Merritt for
North West Ski Federation Dry Slopes Silver Medallist.
QEGS Sporting Ambassadors of the Year Awards were
presented to Olivia Hussey and Alistair Keys.
The evening concluded with Staff recognition awards.
School Colours were Presented to Mr Ben Burton, Mr
John Hart and Mr Lee Topping for their hard work and
commitment towards QEGS extra-curricular sporting
activities.
During the evening a fantastic £265 was raised for Children
with Cancer UK charity and a special mention and thank
you to Lea Robinson, Julie Mathew, Eleanor Connell and
Will Gedling for providing the evening’s entertainment.
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OB Peter
Looking for
Street is
a worthwhile
Celebrating charitable cause?
Peter has sold his company, The Cardboard
Box Company, to one of its suppliers, the
Logson Group.

Then look no further than Royal Manchester Children’s Hospital iMRI Scanner Appeal.

Logson Group are one of the largest companies in the
packaging industry, which is good news for employees,
and the area. The sale should result in further investment
and more jobs for the future.

The current process of scanning a child’s brain before, during and after surgery is acutely distressing and potentially
life threatening. But there is an answer which will revolutionise children’s brain surgery at the hospital - a new stateof-the-art MRI scanner which will allow surgeons to scan while the child is still on the operating table, in a safe, sterile
environment. This will result in fewer general anaesthetics being required and potentially fewer surgeries.
Royal Manchester Children’s Hospital is therefore looking to raise the £4m to purchase this state-of-the-art
equipment. If you would like to help Prof Stivaros and his team achieve their goal, or if you would like more
information, please use this link: https://rmchcharity.org.uk/imri-appeal

Peter won’t be putting his feet up just yet. He’ll be taking
up an ambassadorial role with the company, which will
continue to trade as The Cardboard Box Company, whilst
looking for new ventures and adventures. We wish him
well.

Old Blackburnian, Prof Stavros Stivaros (OB 79-89), RMCH’s Head of Paediatric Neurology has been speaking to
BBC News and local radio stations to promote this new appeal.

OB Nigel Coupe crowned
the Leading Showjumper
of the Year 2017
Nigel Coupe (OB 86 – 89) and his horse ‘Golvers Hill’ have been
awarded the Leading Showjumper of the Year title at the Horse of the
Year Show at Birmingham’s NEC Genting Arena.
It was a memorable five days of action at the Genting Arena for all those present, but it
proved to be Lancashire based Nigel’s night. Nigel said. “I first came here in 1986, and we
won the leading pony class in 1987, and finally to win the big one here is amazing.” Well
done Nigel, long may your success continue.
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OBA Oxford Dinner 2019
The 2019 Oxford dinner will take place on
Friday 29th March in Champneys Room,
Oriel College, Oxford.
The Oxford dinner is open to all former pupils, staff and
guests. Whether you are a former Oxbridge graduate or
not you will enjoy the beautiful surroundings, convivial
company, good food and an opportunity to share
memories of life at QEGS. Tickets are on sale now for
£85.00 per person which includes a pre-dinner drink
and wine with the meal. If you would like to attend please
complete and return the OBA Booking Form Oxford
2019, which can be found on our website, together with
your payment, to Taania Duckworth at Queen Elizabeth’s
Grammar School, West Park Road, Blackburn BB2 6DF or
email tduckworth@qegsblackburn.com.

Success for
Nicholas
Congratulations to Nicholas Peat (OB 1998-2006)
on being awarded a PhD in Linguistics from Lancaster
University. Excellent news, well done!

Alex Davies England
Lions Selection
OB Alex Davies was selected to represent the
England Lions cricket team in their tour of
Australia this winter.
Shortly prior to this, Alex was also awarded his Lancashire
County Cap. These are two very proud moments for both
Alex and the School.

Charles Richard Butler
awarded MBE

Bobby Sourbuts takes up new
position at RFU as England Physio

(Charles) Richard Butler (OB 81 – 88), Assistant Head teacher and
Head of Performing Arts at Ulverston Victoria High School, Cumbria
was awarded an MBE for services to Music Education in this year’s
New Year Honours List.

Bobby Sourbuts (OB 88 – 95), who was lead physiotherapist at
Leicester Tigers since 2008, has moved to a new role with the RFU and
England team.

After leaving QEGS in 1988 Richard studied Music at Royal Holloway, University of
London, where he gained a 2:1 BMus (Hons) degree. He then moved to the University
of Reading to study for his PGCE in Secondary Music and PE. Richard has worked at
Ulverston Victoria High School for more than 20 years and in that time he has risen to
become Assistant Head. He is also Head of Performing Arts at the school and it is his
contribution to music education that was cited in his nomination for the honour.

Bobby was responsible for injury management for Leicester’s first-team squad and as a
sideline medic for all Aviva Premiership and European Champions Cup games, a role he
has filled in more than 300 games. The move to the RFU is an amazing opportunity for
Bobby, who has proved himself more than capable of this new challenge, and we wish him
well. Keep a look out for him during the Six Nations Championship. Whilst we’d love to see
him in action, let’s hope the England team are relatively injury free.

Richard said it was a huge surprise when he opened the letter notifying him that he was
to be appointed an MBE. “I was very shocked when I was told. It was totally out of the blue.
You don’t even think it will happen,” he said. He added that one of the highlights of his long
teaching career has been working with so many bright youngsters. He said: “Having the
opportunity to work with such fantastic students, I’m a very lucky person.”
Congratulations Richard!

QEGSblackburn.com | Page 69

Q Review 2018

Julia & Michael
Dance Away
with Awards

OBA Annual
Dinner 2017

It was a ‘10 from Len’ for Julia
Shekleton (OB 07-12) and
Michael Ellison (OB 02-09) when
they took part in their first ever
dance competition.

The 2017 OBA Annual Dinner was as popular as ever and the evening did
not disappoint.

Their haul from Blackpool’s Winter Gardens was 3rd in
the Sally Ann Cha Cha, 1st in the Catherine Waltz, 1st in
Tango Serida and 5th in the Open three dance classical.
With results like that, could there be a career change on
the horizon? Well done, and keep dancing!

There was a great mixture of regular and first time attendees, current and former students and staff – with one party of
first-timers asking to reserve places for the next dinner!
A group of former students: Joe Bridge, Joe Ashworth, Joe Barnes, Nat Cunningham, John Martin, James Henaghan,
Theo Roberts with older brother Oliver and Josh Gaffney with his older brother James, attended the dinner for a minireunion whilst home from their first term at University. Josh and James’ Grandfather, Henry Senior (OB 50-57), also in
attendance, was made an honorary 2017 leaver for the evening.
It was great to see a number of current Sixth Form students at the dinner, some of whom took an active role in the night’s
events. Alastair Simmons said Grace, Anas Ganchi and Head Girl Lucy Hargreaves delivered the ‘In Memoriam’ section.
Three pupils wrote and delivered their own reports: Head Boy Harry Newman (School Report), Deputy Head Boy
Thomas Logan (Boys Sporting Report) and Deputy Head Girl Sophy Fletcher (Girls Sporting Report). The OBA would
like to take this opportunity to thank them for their contribution and to thank all the current students who attended the
dinner. They were a credit to themselves and to the school and should be justly proud.
Amongst our special guests this year was The High Sheriff of Lancashire, Robert Mitchel Webb JP DL, who gave the
Loyal Toast, Professor Abigail Woods (OB 88-90) who, before delivering the Toast to School, gave us an insight into a
schoolgirl’s life at QEGS Sixth Form in the late 80s, and how the girls tamed and trained the boys! Chief Guest was Richard
Bowker CBE (OB 79-85), Senior Independent Director, English Football League and Chairman, UK Athletics. Richard has
been generous with his time and supported school and the OBA many times before and it is always a pleasure to hear him
talk about his days at QEGS and regale us with stories from his varied professional life.

OB Annual
Football Reunion
Three teams took part in this year’s Old
Blackburnians’ Annual Football with the
winners being the 2010 Leavers Team,
which was co-managed by Rhys Brumler
and Harry King.
A total of £50 was also raised for the Royal Marine
Charity Trust. A great time was had by all.
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OBA Lost Relative
A relative of OB John Edward Brooke Holroyd has been in touch in the hope of being reunited. John was at QEGS from
1965 to 1971 and will be 63 years old now. He was a local boy and we believe he went on to study A Levels at Blackburn
College of Technology after leaving QEGS. If anyone has any information which may be of help please contact the OBA
or, if anyone is in touch with John, we’d appreciate it if you would ask him to get in touch on 01254 686308 or email
tduckworth@qegsblackburn.com.

Abolition of
OBA Lifetime
Membership Fees
The OBA exists not only to
provide friendship links between
former students and pupils, but
also to provide financial support
to school.
The funds historically came from membership fees
which were collected as a one-off payment from the
pupil deposits or as a nominal annual fee.

Howzat for a landing!!!
QEGS Old Blackburnian and
ex-Head Boy Scott Sunderland
revisited the school in style,
landing his Royal Navy Wildcat
helicopter at East Lancashire
Cricket Club in very windy
conditions.
Scott, who was awarded his ‘Wings’ last year, landed
the helicopter in front of very excitable Primary Phase
and Year 8 pupils. Scott delivered a presentation to Year
12 and 13 students on his journey to joining the Royal
Navy and qualifying as a pilot. Students were given the

opportunity to ask questions, and Scott later admitted to
finding some of them really tough!
Meanwhile, pupils throughout the Primary Phase and
Senior School were shown around the helicopter in small
groups by the Royal Navy pilots, and again were given
the opportunity to ask questions. At the end of the brief
afternoon visit, Sixth Form students and Primary Phase
pupils were privileged to watch the helicopter depart.
They were heading off to the Lake District for some flying
time.
Everybody involved had a thoroughly enjoyable and
interesting afternoon. Thank you to Scott, his colleagues,
and the Royal Navy for providing such an insightful and
fascinating experience.

QEGS Old Blackburnian and
ex-Head Girl Millie Parker is
Raising Money for PAPYRUS
In July, Millie completed both the York Triathlon and a Tough Mudder. In
2019, Millie will also be taking part in an Olympic distance triathlon, all in
order to raise money for PAPYRUS, a charity which in recent months has
become very close to her family’s heart.

Due to deposits for school places no longer being
collected, following the school’s transition to a
Free School in 2014, membership fees for the Old
Blackburnians’ Association have not been collected
since that date, hence the decision to switch to free
lifetime membership going forward.
All former students and pupils will now automatically
become Life Members of the Association upon leaving
school.
As a result, any OBA members who pay their
membership fee on an annual basis will be transferred
to Life members and should contact their bank to
cancel their payment. Unfortunately, the OBA is not able
to cancel payments on behalf of members because fees
are paid by standing order which requires instructions to
be made by the account holder only.
As with all decisions of this nature, there has to be a cutoff point whereby some members will have paid a fee
and future members will no longer be required to do so.
OBA Officers and Committee Members give their time
voluntarily therefore all membership fees paid to date
have been used for the benefit of school, with the OBA
being involved in, and funding, projects such as:
• Laptops for Sixth Form
• Panelling of Big School
• Refurbishment of Primary Phase Science Room
• School sports kits
• Provision of chandeliers to Big School
•	Refurbishment of stained glass windows in Big
School
• Sports pavilion at Lammack
• Refurbishment of the Garstang Room
• Repairs to school piano
•	Contributions to the enrichment of school life for
less fortunate pupils
Any remaining funds from fees collected will ensure
that the OBA can continue to support the school and
enhance experience of school life for many years to
come.

PAPYRUS works to prevent suicide in young people in the UK.
They also provide support for families who have lost relatives
through suicide. Please take a look at Millie’s JustGiving page,
any donations would be greatly appreciated.
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Amelia-Parker1
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Netball Report
It has been another busy and exciting
netball season, with many highlights. The
Year 7 team’s most notable win was against
Westholme, where they won 10-4 and they
came 4th in the Blackburn with Darwen
League.
Year 8 also came 4th in the Blackburn with Darwen League
and their best win was against The Grange, where they won
24-3.
The Year 9 team’s highlight was against Tauheedul, with the
score being 11-0, they came 3rd overall in the Blackburn with
Darwen League.
The most impressive win for Year 10 was also against The
Grange, where the score was 41-3, and they were joint 3rd in
the Blackburn with Darwen Cup and joint Champions in the
Blackburn with Darwen League.
Our Year 11 team have had an outstanding year, becoming
champions in the Blackburn with Darwen League and the
Blackburn with Darwen Cup. The Senior girls combined
with the Year 11s, had a number of impressive matches,
particularly against DACA where the score was 46-22. The
team also achieved 2nd place in the Blackburn with Darwen
tournament.
After working so hard to achieve these results, the girls
enjoyed a tour to Barbados, where they played three netball
matches against local teams, as well as going on an island
jeep safari and volunteering with the sea turtle project, which
they have raised money for through the fashion show and
other activities. This was quite a different tour to the norm,
with the last one which I was involved with taking us to
Newcastle!
My personal experience of netball at QEGS has been a
unique and enjoyable journey. I went to my first games
lesson with no experience of netball, I had no knowledge
of what a netball was, never mind the rules of footwork or
replaying. I’ve been able to progress from a substitute in my
first match, to being captain of the senior team and a Level 1
netball coach.
I’d just like to say thank you to the Year 11 girls, and to Jasmin
and Sarah for making my last year of netball so successful
and entertaining. And thank you to all the PE teachers, Miss
Wilkinson, Mrs Bamber, Dr Butler with his cheering from
the side-line, and especially Miss McCreadie for helping and
supporting me as a player and captain.
Sophy Fletcher
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I’d just like to say a few thanks. Firstly, to the parents for all of
their support whether in the form of cheering from the side
lines or giving lifts to and from fixtures. Secondly, thank you
to Mrs Bamber and Miss Wilkinson for their ongoing help
with the netball teams, and on Saturday mornings. Finally,
thank you to the girls who continue to impress me with their
commitment and positive attitudes, they have all been a real
pleasure to work with. I would also like to give a special thank
you to those who left QEGS this year; Sophy, thank you for
being a superb senior captain and for being a committed
and talented member of the school netball team since Year
7. Thank you to those Year 11’s who also left QEGS this year
– possibly the most talented team we have had and a truly
fantastic group of girls. I will miss you all around school, at
training, and at fixtures so thank you for everything you have
given to sport at QEGS and for making the past few years of
my career as a PE teacher so rewarding and enjoyable. Good
luck to you all and stay in touch!
Miss S McCreadie
Head of Girls’ Games

Swimming Report
The QEG’s 2017/18 swimming season began
with a match against Kirkham Grammar
school. The Year 7’s were looking extremely
nervous but despite this they performed
exceptionally well with the junior team
gaining their first win. Overall, it was a hard
fought gala with QEGS narrowly losing.
With not much experience of swimming galas from our
younger members of the team, QEGS hosted the 27th
Annual Hexangular. The pool was packed with swimmers
and spectators! QEGS found the going tough and finished
in 6th place.
In the Boys Town Swimming Gala, QEGS came 2nd overall
with some outstanding individual swims from everyone.
Louis Strand won his backstroke race and Evan Cunningham
came first in the front crawl, both becoming Town
Champions. With many others achieving 2nd and 3rd place
positions, well done to all the boys who took part.

A couple of weeks later saw the 91st Junior House
Swimming Gala, where Mr Morgan returned to QEGS with
his wife to present the trophies and certificates. Again, the
pool was packed as we cheered for our Houses. The House
Swimming Champions trophy went to Raleigh House, huge
congratulations to Miss McCreadie and the Raleigh team!
Another great gala was when our Year 7 and 8 teams swam
against Oldham Hulme. QEGS were the victors with 108
points to 80, and we also had Year 6 pupil Amy Ainsworth
making her senior school debut.
I would like to end by thanking Dr Butler. He is our event
organiser, our coach, our starting referee, our time keeper,
our finishing judge, and usually our scorer. At the end of
every gala, Dr Butler always thanks the swimmers for taking
part, the visiting schools and the parents and families that are
watching, no one ever thanks him so, Dr Butler, on behalf of
the QEGS swim team, thank you.
Jacob Gibson

The following week, it was the girls turn. The girls also finished
in 2nd place with the girls U14 medley team coming 1st. Kate
Cookson, Anna Hartshone-Evans, Baylie Seery, Gabriella
Sandham, Jainey Barlow and Bea Clarke all became Town
Champions.
The final gala of 2017 was against Bury Grammar School,
it was another extremely competitive gala with great swims,
showing true grit and determination by everyone, despite
our losing.
Into the New Year and eventually everyone’s hard work and
determination paid off. There were some fantastic swims
that resulted in QEGS winning 172- 134 against Ripley St
Thomas.
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Football Report
Under 12’s

Under 15’s

The U12 team underwent a season of development as
players became accustomed to new roles and challenges
both on and off the football pitch.

The U15’s have endured a season of cancellations due to
waterlogged pitches and continued bad weather. Despite
this, the team have witnessed massive improvements in both
the technique of individual players and the ability to perform
as a unit.

Following the try-outs of September, the team gradually
became more familiarised with one another and began to
develop friendships, a vital component of any successful
team.
Though the performances of the team as a whole are always
the priority, it is important to appreciate those individuals who
showed consistent development throughout the season.
Stand out performers include goal- keeper Ollie whose
shot-stopping skills were able to keep the score line
respectable on many a Saturday morning. Another standout
individual was the sole female representative, Muruvet, who
was commended for her fierce, no-nonsense approach to
tackling.
The team have asked me to say a huge thank you on their
behalf to Miss Watson, who showed consistent commitment
to the development of the team throughout the season. Also,
a huge thank you to Ewan’s dad, Mr Fletcher, who has kindly
volunteered his time to help coach and develop the team.
We hope they can continue to build on what has been a
strong first season here at QEGS.

Under 13’s
Our U13’s team, who, like the U12’s, underwent a season of
development as they continued to build on all the foundations
established during their first year at QEGS. In all, the team
won five, drew one and lost 11 games with 29 goals being
scored for, and 53 against.
Individual performers who showed consistency throughout
the season include top goal scorer Sufyan Feeaz as well as
Mackenzie Cunningham, who demonstrated his versatility,
playing in both defence and attack when called upon.
Standout team performances include victories over
Lammack Juniors, local rivals Westholme, and a superb 3-1
victory over Merchant Taylor’s in the cup.
We hope the successes of these games can be replicated in
the years to come, as the team continues its development.

Under 14’s
The U14’s team have shown throughout the season not
only their technical abilities as footballers, but also persistent
resilience. The team have not allowed defeats in the ESFA
and Lancashire cups to determine the nature of their season,
reaching the final of the Blackburn with Darwen cup for the
third consecutive year. This achievement highlights the
consistency of this team as well as their determination as
individuals.
Special thanks go to Mr Burton who has committed much of
his time to the team’s development.
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The standout team performance of the year came against a
solid Merchant Taylor’s side. Goals from Faadil Kahn, Tom
McCann and Finch N’Tumba ensured a 3-1 victory. With
several players playing out of preferred positions, the victory
highlighted the sides versatility, a recurrent theme amongst
QEGS teams of all ages.
Individual performances worthy of credit include Finch
N’Tumba’s brace on debut against St. Bedes Manchester,
a game which QEGS went on to win a resounding 5-2.
Another individual performance worthy of credit was
goalkeeper Hasan Musa’s performance against Merchant
Taylors, making vital saves at important moments, protecting
the teams lead.
The team would like to thank Mr Hart for ‘putting up with them
every week’ and providing solid coaching advice. I am sure
Mr Hindle looks forward to welcoming these players as they
transition into the senior squads.

Under 16’s
It’s always a tough year for U16 football because a lot of the
lads have commitments playing for the 1st XI team, but they
did manage to field strong squads, managed by Mr Hindle, for
two cup competitions.
In the National Schools Cup the lads had a fantastic run and
put in some great performances along the way. Most notably
beating Manchester St Monica’s 1-0, who had reached
the quarter finals last year, everyone had a fantastic game.
When the lads thought they couldn’t face a harder team, they
came across a very talented Manchester Blackley side with
a number of players playing for academies. The lads were
pleased to come out with a respectable 2-0 defeat, ending a
good run in the National cup.
This was backed up with another solid run in the Blackburn
and Darwen Cup. Another fine performance came in the
quarter finals where they beat local rivals St Wilfrid’s 4-0.
Special mention goes to Jonny Bedford and Hugo Strand
for some important goals and super keeper Mattie Holden.
Unfortunately, however, their last game together came in the
semi-final’s when they were beaten by St Bedes 3 goals to 1,
a result that didn’t reflect the quality in our side.

1st XI
To put the 1st XI’s year into perspective, 8 out of the regular
starting 11 were Under 16’s. I know from experience how
difficult it is competing against opponents that can be up
to two years older so to come out with just as many wins as
draws and losses is a good reflection for a young side who
battled hard consistently throughout the year.

The season got off to a good start with a convincing 3-1 win
against Bury Grammar school with Arbaz Ahmed and Jonny
Bedford getting their names on the score sheet. Soon after,
we followed up by another dominating 4-0 win against Alder
Grange with more goals for Arbaz backed up by a Tom Lagan
brace, and a first clean sheet for goalkeeper Mattie Holden.
However, not all was plain sailing. We played Hutton
Grammar (away) with no Under 16’s or Mr Hindle due to Cup
duties, so instead Mr Rafsha took a last minute squad and
consequently we took a heavy 7-0 defeat. Although, off the
back of his 2nd XI results, Mr Rafsha took this as a positive.
Nonetheless, we soon had chance to recover when the full
squad was back for the reverse tie in a Lancashire cup match
at Lammack. After a shaky start going down 1-0 in the first
5 minutes we thought we were going to have a repeat of
the last game. But we kept our heads and scored 3 goals in
quick succession thanks to some good attacking link up play
from myself Jonny Bedford and Hugo Strand, giving us a
comfortable lead. The game ended up being a 5-2 victory.
Our next tie in the cup came against Clitheroe Grammar
who are strong opposition for any side. Despite a very strong
performance we came out with an undeserved 3-0 loss.
However, Mr Hindle was once again pleased with the effort
put in by the lads.
We then had to go through a period of more tough games
against the likes of St Bedes Manchester and Manchester
Grammar. We came out of these games without the results
we wanted, but a positive feeling, especially after narrowly
losing to St Bedes 3-2 in a fiercely contested game.
After some tactical reshuffling from Mr Hindle, we had a
formidable partnership forming in midfield between Dominic
Brown and Oli Wiggans and a shoring up of the defence of
Alfie Jones, James Francis and Alastair Keys. This helped us
to a 3-2 win over Leeds Grammar School towards the back
end of the season.
Finally, our last game as a squad, and for some, their final
game for QEGS, resulted in a 2-0 home victory against Bury,
a special mention should be given to Taha Dabir for stepping
in goals and pulling off some saves that were beyond the
laws of physics. Doing the double over rivals Bury was a great
achievement and shows the teams’ commitment throughout
the season from start to finish.
On behalf of the team I would like to give a big thank you to
Mr Richardson for helping us out later in the year and to Mr
Hindle who without him we wouldn’t have managed to play as
much competitive football as we have this year.
We would like to add, on behalf of all footballers here at
QEGS, thank you to the teaching staff who make the games
both possible and enjoyable. Personal thanks to Mr Hindle
and Dr Butler for their unwavering commitment to the
development of individual players and teams.
The sporting opportunities available to pupils at QEGS are
not something which are readily available to the vast majority
of schools. Therefore, we urge you to continue our proud
sporting tradition, and do justice to the opportunities available
to you, by representing QEGS to the utmost of your abilities at
all times, both on and off the pitch.
Harry Newman and Tom Lagan

Cricket Report
Under 12’s
The 2018, Year 7 cricket season started with not having
enough players to form a cricket team. However, training
started with indoor nets and we were hopeful that more
players would eventually join. After 2 weeks of training
we got our 11-man squad and the team was complete.
Unfortunately, the U12 team was not one of the strongest,
however, there was ‘plenty of raw talent to be moulded into
cricketers’.
With a month of training from Dr Butler we had our first
match against Hulme Grammar School, which unfortunately
resulted in a loss. Our first win was against Merchant Taylors
Crosby, QEGS bowled them 38 all out! An incredible win
with Hassan Mughal taking 5 wickets for 3 runs. Another
excellent victory was against Rossall where QEGS won by 50
runs. Uzair Talib took 4 wickets for 3 runs. We have also had
the odd nail-biting game against Bury Grammar School, with
QEGS beating them by 1 run, it was a very exciting match for
all. Another thrilling match was against Kings Chester where
unfortunately QEGS lost by 13 runs. Nevertheless, a great
team effort by all the boys.
A few highlights of the season were from Uzair Talib who took
4 wickets for 10, and Hassan Mughal with 5 wickets for 3. The
batting side had many highlights too, with Abdullah Siddique
scoring 25, Rohail Rabbani scoring 30 in his last match and
Hassan Mughal scoring over 30 runs consecutively in several
matches.
Overall this season might not have been the greatest for the
year 7’s however, it has been exciting, full of learning and
thoroughly enjoyable for everyone. Hopefully next season we
will be much stronger and better prepared for 2019 cricket
at QEGS.
Hassan Mughal
Well done Hassan and thank you for this report. You have
been an excellent captain and led a pretty inexperienced
team by example, both with the bat and the ball. Thank you
to all the players this season for your efforts and enthusiasm.
Many of you have the potential to become good cricketers.
Good luck and well done everybody.
Dr ME Butler
Head of PE and Games

during the season. These bowlers were Zain Akhtar, Josh
Asal, Mackenzie Cunningham, Faiz Babar, Sufyan Feeaz and
Ibraheem Musa.
Josh Asal
Thank you for this brief report of the season. I believe that
this has been an excellent season for the U13’s team with
many players stepping up to the mark to prove themselves
as potentially useful cricketers both with bat and ball. Ibrahim
Musa has been an excellent captain and in Josh Asal, Milo
Gammon, Mackenzie Cunningham & Suffyan Feaz, he
has had players around him who have been able to set
competitive totals when batting first and the capability of
taking wickets when necessary. One area for all our players to
work on is the fielding, which at times has let us down. Should
we improve in this area, I believe that this team has the raw
talent to become a pretty decent outfit. Well done this year
lads and thank you for your continued commitment. Hope
you enjoyed it.
Dr ME Butler
Head of PE and Games

Under 14’s
The 2018 season was a highly successful one with many
players finding form and some key players finding consistent
form. Cameron Hegg scored an unbeaten 74 and also took 4
for 13 versus Hulme Grammar School.
In the second round of the County School LSCA Cup
competition, Rehan Zore scored a magnificent 136 not out
versus Stonyhurst. Our bowling was strong and the pace
attack was always difficult for the opposition to score against.
Fielder of the season was Adam Umerji who demonstrated
a safe pair of hands and whose ground fielding was always
secure. Major run scorers throughout the season were
Rehan Zore, Cameron Hegg and Ayan Farook. Most
consistent run scorer this season was Louis Strand who
scored several half centuries and always laid a strong batting
foundation at the top of the order which then allowed our
strong middle order to flourish. A very enjoyable season: well
done to all the players.
Rehan Zore

Under 13’s
It was another great season for us, winning all Saturday
fixtures. We also managed to get to the final of the Blackburn
with Darwen tournament at Salesbury cricket club. There
were some great performances but unfortunately we lost
against a very strong Wesholme side.
We also had a few great performances with the bat. Josh
Asal and Mackenzie Cunningham both scoring 30 against
Rossall which carried the team to victory. Another brilliant
performance was from Milo Gammon and Josh Asal both
retiring on 30. Our main bowlers also took key wickets

Well done and thank you for this season’s report. The U14’s
have been our most successful team by far this season
with many talented cricketers showing their true potential
both with bat and ball. With the bat, Louis Strand was our
stand out player for his consistent run scoring and superb
wicket keeping. He was ably supported by Rehan Zore,
Cameron Hegg and Tom Sleigh who all scored runs when
the situation demanded it. With the ball, Ayan Farook, Adil
Umerji, Elliot Martin, Owen Hardman and Jibran Karolia
bowled consistently good spells. Whilst there are always ‘X
factor show stopper’ players in any team, a team would not be
a team without the foot soldiers who consistently represent
the team week in and week out, without necessarily getting
a regular opportunity to demonstrate their talents. To these

guys in particular, very well done indeed: true sportsmen! A
very big thank you to Mr Richardson & Mr Buckingham who
took you for the majority of the season and to all the players
who have represented the school each and every Saturday.
We are not the largest squad by any means but you are
certainly a talented bunch. Well played fellas.
Dr ME Butler
Head of PE and Games

Under 15’s
Starting the season, we had a very tough game against
Hulme Grammar School with high hopes of finishing off last
season’s progress with a continued winning streak. However,
after a hard game and early season rustiness with bat, ball,
and in the field, we were beaten by a very useful side who
had a couple of talented players. We learnt a lot from this first
game, and over the weeks started to make progress.
This resulted in a sequence of convincing wins against
local & regional opposition which boosted our confidence.
Progressing through the season, as a team, we started to see
the improvements we had made.
Winning the Town 8 aside indoor competition showed the
team that hard work pays off. With a few rain interruptions
leading to several cancellations early season, this allowed for
extra practice sessions which meant we could develop our
all-round cricketing skills and prove that certain players had
hidden talent for the game.
One of the highlights, was the game against Ripley St
Thomas. Batting first AND early wickets instantly put the
middle order in an extremely difficult position. However,
they dealt with the pressure and posted a very respectable
T20 score. With the ball, Zak Bux & Raiyan Hussain bowled
brilliant spells to see the team home by 15 runs. Well played
everybody!
Having won early matches in the LSCA cup competition,
we eventually matched up against St Augustine’s, one of the
toughest sides we have played all year. Batting first, the top
5 posted a very winnable score, with Tom Clarke hitting 51
runs. Unfortunately, complacency, poor fielding and bowling
resulted in us defending what should have been a winnable
score. Throughout the season, Ali Musa, Hasan Musa, Jack
Braithwaite, Tom Clarke & Hussain Patel have all made
important runs at key moments. With the ball, we had a good
combination of both seam and spin options that served us
well and always made run scoring difficult for the opposition.
One area of the game that we must all improve is our ground
fielding & catching: plenty to work on next year!
Performances of the season include: Zak Bux 5-14 (4)
against AKS Lytham, Hussain Patel 4-12 (4) against
Toheedal and Hasan Musa with two 50’s in an outdoor
tournament.
I would like to thank all the players for their commitment this
season and look forward to playing for the 1st XI as seniors
next year.
Tom Clarke
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HOUSE
REPORTS

Raleigh
House
It’s been an unbelievable year for Raleigh
and I have loved every second of being Head
of such a brilliant House characterised by
committed, enthusiastic and loyal staff and
pupils. Thank you to all members of Raleigh
for making my job so rewarding.
I always place great emphasis on the role of the ‘Year
Captains’ and these pupils were regularly called upon to
pick and organise teams, ensure full representation at
House events, and to promote fair and equal representation
among all House members. Thank you to our excellent
Year Captains who have all been superb in their roles: Maisie
Roberts and Rohail Rabbani for Year 7; Zainab Iqbal and Sahil
Gulnawaz for Year 8; Leah George, Sam Weston and Yaseen
Siddique for Year 9; Lea Robinson, Jacob Gibson and Zainul
Sarwar for Year 10; and Rebecca Mitchell, Megan Entwistle,
Lukman Dad and Sudais Darr for Year 11. Again, we have
been very lucky to have had a fantastic Senior Captain, Adam
Jones, who has led by example from the outset, always
demonstrating true Raleigh Spirit by participating in any
House event asked of him, turning up to House events to
support and motivate the team, and helping to organise/
manage various House Teams. I cannot thank him enough
for all that he has done for the House this year and throughout
his time in Raleigh. Adam will leave QEGS this year and so I
wish him the best of luck for the future.
In our pursuit of the Holden Trophy, awarded for sporting
prowess, Raleigh recorded some fantastic results this year.
Our greatest achievement this year was our overall victory
in the Junior Swimming Gala which was an outstanding
achievement. This was due to Raleigh fielding a complete
team sheet with a swimmer in every event as well as some
individual firsts from Rohail Rabbani, Jenson Gibson, Kate
Cookson, Shyam Patel and Jacob Gibson. Undoubtedly, the
proudest moment of my time as Head of House.
Other fantastic results include: First place in the Year 7 Table
Tennis, thanks to Rohail Rabbani and Zulqarnain Sarwar;
second in both the Year 8 and 9 Table Tennis competitions
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thanks to Alfie Walton, Sam Weston, Yaseen Khan and Seb
Blackley; first in the Year 10 and Year 8 Cross Country races;
second in the Year 7 Cross Country with Luke Goodeve and
Kate Cookson, both from Raleigh, claiming first boy and girl
respectively; first in the Year 7 and Year 10 Tag Rugby; first in
the Junior Basketball; first in the Year 9 Dodgeball and second
in both the Year 7 and 10 competitions; first in the Year 7
Football tournament and second in the Year 10 tournament.
One of the final, and most important, sporting events in
the house calendar is Sports Day and, in contrast to the
previous two years, the sun was out! There were some
fantastic individual performances from our Raleigh athletes.
Kate Cookson in Year 7 convincingly won the 1500m,
300m and long jump and also broke School records in all
three disciplines. As a result she was deservedly crowned
champion athlete for Year 7 – well done Kate! Other standout
performances included Maisie Roberts who won the Year 7
100m and triple jump, also breaking a School record in the
triple jump; Mohammed Hussain who won the Year 8 shot
putt; and Danyal Kiyani who gained first place in the Year
7 discus. We had many top three finishes and it looked like
we were on for a podium place finish overall, however we
narrowly missed out to finish fourth, just five points behind
Drake who finished third. Well done to Howard who was this
year’s winner.
Thank you to all of the Raleigh staff team and in particularly Mr
Butterworth and Miss Sharples for managing the Sports Day
Team while I fulfilled “PE Teacher” commitments in running
the sports day.
Unfortunately, the final sporting event of the year, the House
Cricket, did not go so well and cost us a few valuable points.
That said, overall, we have had an unbelievable set of sports
results thanks to our incredibly dedicated and talented House
members which ultimately left us in second place overall in
the Holden Trophy. A fantastic achievement and the best that
we have done in my time in charge of Raleigh. Well done to
everyone who has contributed to the sporting competitions.
As current holders of the Marsden Merit, awarded for
academic achievement, it was our title to defend. We had
an excellent start to the year by being placed first overall in
the Poster competition with four of the five top entries being

from Raleigh (well done to Amina Kamil, Muhammad Khan,
Sam Yeung and Manahil Waseem). We also secured an
outstanding set of results in the House Quest with first places
from Years 8, 9, 10 and 11, and a second place by the Year 7
team to finish first overall.
Unfortunately, we did not perform as well in the Quiz and
Chess competitions and so we slipped down the rankings.
In the House Singing Competition, despite unrivalled
enthusiasm of staff and students alike, we missed out on a
top two finish with our performance of ‘Make Your Own Kind
Of Music’ by Paloma Faith. Thank you to Miss Sharples who
coordinated Raleigh’s entry in the singing competition and
also to Miss Perkins and the rest of the Raleigh staff team who
really pulled together to provide a fantastic help on the day.
Overall, in the Marsden Merit, we finished a commendable
third so well done to all who contributed.
When the two trophies combine to give us the overall
Champion House and winner of the ‘Cockhouse Trophy’
2017/18 it came down to a matter of a few points. Drake
House was the overall winner and Raleigh placed an
outstanding second. This is the highest we have finished in
my time as Head of Raleigh and I am so proud of everyone
in this very special House. This final result was due to our
incredible participation rate, making sure that we had full
representation in both sporting and non-sporting House
events. Well done and thank you to you all.

there to assist you and cheer for you in all that you do, but
have to step down to take on the role of Head of Year 10 from
September. Mr Butterworth will be picking up the reins in
September and I know that you will all continue to do your
very best for the House and I have every faith that Raleigh will
continue to go from strength to strength.
Well done and thank you to each and every one of you who
has given time, effort, enthusiasm, and demonstrated a ‘have
a go’ attitude, even in areas outside of your comfort zone,
to contribute to our final scores this year. I cannot think of a
better House to have been in charge of for the past four years.
I would like to wish the very best of luck to those seniors who
are leaving us this year and to Mr Topping who is leaving
QEGS, and Raleigh, this year.
Thank you to all staff, pupils and students of Raleigh who
continue to give so much to the House and good luck in all
House events over the coming years.
Miss S McCreadie
Head of Raleigh House

It has been another remarkable group effort this year and the
members of Raleigh have continued to impress me with their
commitment, effort, and desire to do their very best for the
House and to be victorious over other Houses. The fantastic
team spirit that exists within Raleigh is unrivalled by any other
House and makes me proud to be Head of Raleigh. This
year, the Raleigh Spirit and determination to do your best has
really shone through and so it is with a very heavy heart that
I will be handing over the post of Head of Raleigh House in
September. You have given me four years of fun, heartache,
joy and stress, but I can without a shadow of doubt say that I
have loved every minute of the job. I would like to thank you
all for making it such a pleasure to do this role for so long. I
will continue to be a very proud member of Raleigh House,
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Drake
House
Drake House capped off another strong year by
winning two of the three trophies at the End of Year
Celebration Assembly; including the Sport Trophy,
awarded to the House with the best overall record
in all sporting competitions throughout the year
and, most importantly, the Cockhouse Trophy,
which is awarded to the House with the best overall
performance. These were just rewards for the
effort and commitment that the House members
showed from the very first day of the year to the
final competitions in the Summer Term; effort and
commitment that continues to astound me year on
year.
It all started back in September, when the weather was still
good and when our football teams took to the Lammack fields
to compete for the House Football Trophies. To say that Drake
excelled would be an understatement, with no Year group
finishing below second in their respective competitions. Years 8, 9
and 10 all won their leagues with Year 7 and the Seniors finishing
second. It was a very strong start and one which filled me with
great optimism for the forthcoming events, not least because of
the positive attitudes of the players and their team spirit.
The Michaelmas Term also saw our Senior Basketball Team win
the trophy that they had just missed out on the year before and our
Junior Basketball Team who narrowly missed out on defending
the trophy that Drake had won the previous year, finishing second
after an extremely close final encounter with Raleigh House.
We also performed strongly in Cross Country, winning both the
Year 7 and Year 9 events and in Dodgeball and Netball, our Year 8
team took the overall victory in both competitions.
There were also notable performances from the Senior and
Year 8/9 Table Tennis Teams, whose first and third place finishes
helped to keep Drake’s total House score ticking over positively
as we approached the Lent Term and its key competitions,
specifically the Junior House Swimming Gala, which is a huge
event every academic year at QEGS. The commitment the House
members showed was amazing, particularly from several pupils,
who are not the strongest swimmers but were willing to participate
in any case in order to help the House field swimmers in as many
events as possible. Even though we did not challenge for the top
places overall, we still competed creditably and managed to win
several individual accolades as well as showing a real team spirit
and willingness to give our best, which has been our key strength
throughout my time as Head of House.
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Moving on into the Summer Term, we continued to perform
well and gave creditable performances in all the major sporting
competitions. The summer’s biggest event by far is The QEGS
Sports Day, and even though we were not able to repeat the
victory of twelve months earlier, we still finished third overall
and managed to win and place well in many individual events
both on the track and in the field, which kept us in the hunt for
the top honour throughout the competition, which took place
in the unfamiliar setting of a sun-drenched Witton Park. With
temperatures soaring, both competitors and spectators did well to
keep their cool in the sweltering, yet welcome conditions.
Away from the track, the Junior House Cricket Team managed
to win a highly competitive competition, which again was played
during a whole day at a sun-soaked Lammack, proving their
victory of twelve months earlier was no fluke. With some inspired
leadership and a determination to win, this team showed what can
be achieved with the correct attitude and togetherness. This type
of attitude was also key to helping our Year 9 House Cricket Team
secure a third place finish in their cricket competition.
Couple these results with second place finishes in the House Quiz
and Chess competitions and it is not difficult to see why the House
was placed so highly overall.
I must also pay tribute to the House members for their
performance at the House Singing Competition. It is a very
busy day, and I thought the attitude was spot-on, by and large.
It’s no secret that I cannot carry a tune and I think several of my
colleagues and House members are in the same boat, but that
didn’t stop us from giving it our best shot and really trying to give
the best performance on the assembly hall stage that we possibly
could. And I think we pulled it off! So a very big thank you to all the
pupils and staff, who made that possible.
Finally thank you yet again from me to all the House members
for all their efforts over the year and for their willingness to “give
it a go” and buy into the sort of spirit we are trying to foster within
Drake House. If it was not for that and for the invaluable help that
all the House Captains and House Tutors give throughout the year,
I know that we would never enjoy the sort of success that we have
enjoyed this year. Let’s do it all again in 2018-19!
Mr S Rafsha
Head of Drake House

Grenville
House
First of all, I have thoroughly enjoyed the past year
in my new role as Grenville’s Head of House.
There have been some challenges along the way,
but many highs of which I have loved being part of.
Grenville’s first challenge was the Senior House Basketball
competition. The team played very well, however, not having a
full team meant that tiredness kicked in early in the games, in
comparison to our opponents, resulting in fifth place overall. The
Junior House Basketball was more of a success, with plenty of
individuals putting their names forward to compete and with a third
place finish, we narrowly missed out in the semi-finals. A special
mention to Julie Mathew, who stood her ground against many
energetic boys, showing off her netball shooting skills.
Being a PE Teacher, I am fortunate enough to be involved in the
House Sport activities during Games lessons, where I am able to
observe some amazing sporting performances, in particular the
House Netball. First place positions were awarded to the Year 10
Team and to the Senior Team, where impressively, Kamran Hussain
did not miss a single shot! Likewise, in the House Dodgeball
competition, with more stand out performances from the Year 7
Team (fourth), the Year 8 Team (second) and the Year 10 Team
(first).
The House Quiz was terrific; many thanks to Miss Burton who
organised the event. The quiz demonstrated excellent general
knowledge and very positive team morale by our representatives
Sanah Mahmood, Nabaa Almitwally, both in Year 8, and Ben
Ibbotson, Year 13. We finished fourth overall. We also finished fourth
in both the House Quest, organised by Mrs Dewhurst in the Library,
and the House Chess, many thanks to Mr Ranson.
One of the biggest House events happens towards the end of
every January; the Junior House Swimming Gala. Despite Grenville
coming in sixth place overall, we have some fantastic swimmers and
they should be applauded for their efforts and commitment to the
House, on what was a great evening. First positions were awarded
to Bobby Parkinson for the Year 8 Boys’ Back Crawl, Josh Asal for
the Year 8 Boys’ Front Crawl and to Evan Cunningham for the Year 9
Boys’ Front Crawl, who also came second in the Year 9 Boys’ Breast
Stroke. Further second place positions went to Abi Duxbury for the
Year 8 Girls’ Back Crawl, Oliver Jenkins for the Year 7 Boys’ Butterfly
and to the Year 9 Freestyle Relay team. The Year 8 Freestyle Relay
Team also came in third place. I insist that, next year, we must have
every event filled in order to achieve higher in the rankings in this
event.

One of the final and most important sporting events in the House
calendar, is Sports Day, and what a glorious day it was! Unlike the
previous two years, the sun was out meaning that both track and
field events were able to take place. Unlike the House Swimming
Gala, we managed to have all events filled with an athlete from
Grenville, which definitely had a positive influence on our placing
overall. At the end of a very successful day, Grenville was placed
second missing out to first place by one point! What a proud
moment this was for me and the House. There were podium
finishes for many Grenville pupils, in particular, first positions for
Julie Mathew (300m), Zayd Badruddin (200m), Evan Cunningham
(100m & Shot Putt), Arbaaz Ahmed (100m & Long Jump), Ryan
Duxbury (800m), Karima Shah (800m), Hassan Mughal (Cricket
Ball Throw), Abdul Nadeem (Cricket Ball Throw), Imaadul Hasan
(Discus), Elliot Martin (Long Jump), Julie Mathew (Long Jump) and
Bilal Chishti (Triple Jump). A massive well done to all the Grenville
athletes!
The House Cricket is another competition where Grenville has
reaped rewards; The Year 7 Team came in third place, despite
some members having very little experience playing the sport, and
the combined Year 8 & 9 Team came in first place! The teams did
fantastically well to have played in the extremely warm weather for
the full day, yet still manage to be successful!
Many of you have demonstrated high levels of commitment and
have given up a lot of time representing Grenville House in the
various events that have been on offer, and I am very grateful for
your positive attitudes! We now need to encourage more individuals
to ‘give it a go’ next year, which will certainly result in the House
contending for the top positions for the Holden Trophy, Marsden
Merit and therefore, the Cockhouse Trophy. Thank you all again!
Mr R Cordwell
Head of Grenville House
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Howard
House
It has been an eventful year for Howard House and
I have been very impressed with the commitment
and camaraderie shown by our pupils and
students. I have greatly enjoyed watching everyone
pull together and am grateful for everyone’s
contributions to House activities throughout the
year. Now more than ever there are opportunities
for all to contribute through a widening range of
House competitions.
We made an excellent start to the sporting competitions this year
with our newest members of the House coming second place in
the Year 7 Table Tennis tournament. Well done to those involved
for making an immediate contribution to extra curricular House
activities. The Senior Basketball competition was a real treat
to watch this year and culminated in a nail biting final between
Howard and Drake. Unfortunately, Drake was victorious on this
occasion, but our team played with excellent spirit and it was
particularly pleasing to see the support shown by other House
members and staff who turned up to watch our matches.
The Junior House Swimming Gala was an excellent event this
year and it was a real joy to experience the enthusiasm and
support offered to all our swimmers. As well as some outstanding
individual performances I was also very impressed with the efforts
of less confident swimmers who were willing to volunteer and gain
us vital points that we would otherwise have lost. As a result of this
coming together Howard secured a well-deserved second place.
Other highlights of the sporting year included Dodgeball, where
our Year 7 Team were victorious with our Year 9s coming second,
Netball, which our Year 9s won and Cross Country in which Year 9
were placed second.
However, the highlight of the sporting year for Howard
undoubtedly came towards the end of Trinity Term on sports day.
This was the first time since I joined QEGS that torrential rain didn’t
wash away all but the track events and it was a great experience
to see the whole school competing in both track and field events.
Characteristically, Howard showed a great sense of unity with both
outstanding athletic results and great commitment to less popular
events. On this occasion, this was enough to bring us victory. Well
done to all those who competed and especially Mahfooz Valli and
George Hargreaves who were the overall Champion athletes for
their year groups.
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Howard has also been successful in non-sporting events this
year, with Fatima Adnan achieving second place in the House
Poster competition and our Chess Team gaining a respectable
third place in the tournament. Once again, though, Howard saved
the best for last and it was the House Singing Competition where
we really shone this year. By choosing a more understated song,
our choir was able to do away with an overpowering backing
track, performing instead alongside Eleanor Connell’s guitar,
Mr Burton’s bass and, of course, Alistair Keys’s expertly played
triangle. Eleanor also showed great confidence in beginning
our performance by singing the melody alone over backing
vocals provided by the rest of the House. This was a beautiful
performance and well worthy of the praise it gained from the
adjudicator. This was another occasion that saw the House really
pull together. Instead of being put off by the overwhelming heat in
and out of practice room, members of the House thought round
the problem and suggested moving our rehearsals outside. It was
a joy to see the whole House working together in the sun and
slowly improving throughout the day. Special thanks to the House
staff who gave so much on this occasion and well done to the
whole House for an enthusiastic performance which won us first
place in the competition.
Overall Howard ended 2018 in a respectable third place. I would
like to thank all the Year Captains, without their organisation
and enthusiasm this would not have been possible, and also the
House Staff for all their support. This year’s Senor House Captains
Harry Newman and Taha Dabir deserve a special mention for their
unwavering commitment to the House throughout the years and
for being outstanding role models for younger pupils. Well done
to all those who have competed for the House this year, and I look
forwards to your continued involvement and enthusiasm in the
coming school year.
Mr Braime
Head of Howard House

Frobisher
House
We have proven our consistent strength in a
multitude of sports, with Year 8 taking second place
in both Football and Cross Country. Our Junior
and Year 9 Cricket Teams also took second place
together with Year 7 for Netball. In other sporting
teams, our junior competitors’ dedication and
enthusiasm secured third place in the Year 8 and 9
Table Tennis, Year 9 Dodgeball and Netball, Year 10
Football and Year 7 Cross Country, not forgetting
our Netball squads for Years 9 and 10, both of
whom also took third place. Our Juniors were not
done there and went on to gain a respectable fourth
place in the Junior Swimming gala, Year 8 Dodgeball
and Netball and Year 7 Table Tennis. Our mastery
quiz skills saw us within the top three for the House
Quiz. Although we were pipped to the post for the
House Singing Competition, we stretched our vocal
cords with such vigour that we made a monumental
jump from last year’s sixth place to second. This
exceptional progress has meant that we have
come second in the House Marsden Merit Trophy
Competition for 2017-18.

We are not forgetting our Seniors who came third in Basketball,
made up mainly of Year 11 - Matthew and Alex Webb, Alfie
Jones, Mattie Holden, Robson Duckworth and Ithezaz Ali have all
contributed much as members of Frobisher House during their
time here at QEGS. Our Senior House Captain Emily Rowland has
been invaluable in her help with organising not only the girls, but
also the boys teams as well.
There has been a strong and positive contribution to House events
this year. The continued effort and support of one another has
made me immensely proud to have been Head of Frobisher House.
As I start my position in a new school, I will miss QEGS and wish the
best of luck to all this next year and hope that our Frobisher leavers
take nothing but good memories of their time here. I would like to
pass on my thanks to Frobisher staff members who contributed to
assemblies and helped to organise House teams over the course
of the year.
Mrs M Lapinskas
Head of Frobisher House

This year, we have had sterling efforts from many pupils in
Frobisher House, with major contributors from all years, notably
Christopher Chen and Mohammed Patel in Year 7; Milo Gammon,
Year 8; Abdullah Ian-E-Masood, Year 9; and Aadil Dewan, Year
12, who were among the overall top scorers in their Years for the
House Marsden Merits. Special mention should be given again to
Mohammed Patel who has already earned his first stripe.
Daniel Ainsworth, Saffron Barnes and Milo Gammon, who were
some of our major contributors from last year’s Year 7, have again
shown their dedication to sport and earned their second stripe.
Stripes were not limited to the younger years, instead, first and
second stripes were earned throughout. Year 9’s Baylie Seery and
Cameron Hegg have made significant contributions and made
a resounding effort in all their events for Sports Day. Also, Jack
Wilson, whose outstanding performance not only helped secure
second place in the Junior and Year 9 Cricket, but also ensured that
he earned his second stripe. House Full Colours were awarded to
Emilia Brandon, George Morgan, Annabelle Smith and Felix Taylor
in Year 10, who among their many other talents, were also great
assets in both the House Singing Competition and Sports Day.
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Hawkins
House
This year has been a really positive one for Hawkins
House. We have had great success in a variety of
competitions, and for each event this year we have
entered a full, enthusiastic and dedicated team. This
is something of which I am particularly proud. I can
always rely on members of Hawkins to turn up, be
on time, and give their very best effort to whichever
event it may be, working together as a team. You are
a credit to the House.
One of the competitions in which we had particular success again
this year was the House Chess Tournament, in which we came
first place. Special thanks must go to Alex Bendell, Zak Bux and
Amaar Noor for their superb efforts in securing our victory. I am
also excited about the upcoming chess talent in Hawkins; the
future looks bright with the likes of Hamza Bux and Maria Mathew
in our House.
In House Football we had strong results in the Year 9 and Seniors
matches which helped see Hawkins gaining second and first
place, respectively. We also won the Year 8 and 9 House Table
Tennis Competition. Thank you to Alex Bendell and Louis Strand
for giving up your time and for playing so well in this event; it is very
much appreciated.
The Junior House Swimming Gala was yet again an exciting and
inspiring event. Hawkins was represented in every race and I
am so grateful to those students who gave up their evening to
represent the House. In addition, I would also like to thank Alastair
Simmons, our Senior House Captain, who helped to organise the
Hawkins team, supported the younger members of the House,
and was a very positive example to his peers. Hawkins finished in
third place overall; a very respectable result indeed.

Page 82 | Q Review

The annual House Quest Competition proved to be another area
of success for Hawkins. There were brilliant contributions from
pupils across all year groups, helping to achieve a fantastic second
place, with only a few points separating us from the top. Well done!
Another highlight for us was the House Quiz, with a tough
selection of questions from a wide variety of topics. I particularly
liked how this event involved pupils of different ages working
together as a team. Hawkins came out as the winners in this; many
thanks to Alastair Simmons, Zak Bux and Nadeem Asghar for their
participation in this event.
The final event of the year was the House Singing Competition.
Although many of our choir members had unfortunately gone
on various trips abroad, the rest of the House did us proud with a
rather topical and rousing rendition of “It’s Coming Home” (though
sadly it wasn’t enough to inspire our England Football Team).
This is my final year as Head of House and I could not be more
proud of Hawkins. I would like to say a final thank you to the staff,
pupils and students for all their contributions throughout these last
couple of years. I am delighted to be handing over the reins to Mr
Goodall, whom I am confident will take the House forward. The
very best of luck to you all for next year’s competitions and beyond.
Miss S Burton
Head of Hawkins House

Charities Report
I have always been amazed by our School’s
ability to raise money for charity and the
academic year 2017-18 was no different. It
was a year that saw QEGS pupils, staff and
parents work together to support a whole
host of local, national and international
charities and raise over £4000 in the process;
yet another astonishing total that brings the
amount raised during my time as charities
coordinator alone to just over £15000.
In that time, we as a school have supported and continue
to support charities such as Save the Children, Children in
Need, Children with Cancer, The East Lancashire Hospice,
Blackburn Food Bank, East Lancs Air Ambulance, The
Motor Neurone Association, The British Heart Foundation,
Child Action North West and Comic relief, to name
some, but not all of the organisations. We support others
such as Derian House, a local children’s charity, Water

Aid, The Good Samaritan School in Uganda and others
through initiatives within each year group and through the
sustained efforts of groups of pupils, Heads of Year and
other QEGS staff.
These initiatives include the now regular readathons,
cathedral collections, awards dinners, sweet sales and
group activities, and have developed to include charity
Netball matches and even London Marathon runs, all
of which work to supplement the ever-popular and
successful non-uniform days, which QEGS continue to run
in support of national initiatives. This year was no different
and our Comic Relief non-uniform day was hugely
successful with many of the pupils taking up the invitation
to sport a “spotty theme” in their dress, with some of the
outfits in particular leaving a lasting impression! We also
took to the paths of Corporation Park twice this year,
braving sweltering conditions to “Walk to D’Feet MND”
and to run for the British Heart Foundation, both of which
saw pupils and staff turn out in great numbers and raise
close to £700 and £1100 in the process. A magnificent
effort.

We also saw Mr Vyse organise a charity ballroom dance,
which brought several QEGS staff face to face with the
terrifying prospect of having to perform their dance moves
in front of a packed assembly hall. To say they pulled it off
would be an understatement. It was hugely successful,
enjoyable and entertaining and was an example of how
our school finds innovative ways to raise money for charity;
ways that we are continually looking to build upon.
With that in mind, I can only thank everyone once again for
their efforts this year and hope that we will pick up where
we left off next year and continue to raise money for these
worthy causes.
Mr S Rafsha
Charities Coordinator
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a fond

farewell
Valedictions

Sarah

Burton

Sarah Burton joined the
school as a graduate teacher
in September 2014, having
impressed us with her high
academic qualifications and
excellent references from
Bootham School, York, where
she had spent the year gaining
experience of the teaching
profession. Living at the family home near York,
Sarah made the journey across the Pennines to
take up the position of teacher of Classics at QEGS.
Sarah made a big impact on the department, proposing excellent
ideas to help develop and promote the subject. She taught Latin
and Classical Civilisation to pupils from Years 7 to 13, creating
schemes of work and writing examinations for numerous year
groups. Her passion for Classics naturally came across to pupils
and together with her dynamic classroom presence, she created
inspiring and engaging lessons, contributing to the healthy option
numbers the department receives from year to year. She regularly
ran the Classics club for younger pupils and always had time to
help pupils struggling academically.
She completed her PGCE with Buckingham University, whilst
remaining in full time employment, in her second year at
the school, rated as ‘outstanding’, validating Sarah’s skill and
commitment as a teacher.
Further testimony to Sarah’s ambition, was her promotion to Head
of Hawkins House, only two years into her teaching career. In this
position, she gained a further following of loyal pupils, who were
eager to please their enthusiastic Head of House.
She has been a big asset to the school as a Classics teacher,
Head of House and Form Tutor and she gained the respect and
admiration of both staff and pupils alike, who were saddened
to hear of her departure. Not only is Sarah a consummate
professional, she is also a thoroughly lovely person.
Sarah had a bright future at the school and it was a difficult
decision for her to leave QEGS for personal reasons and pause
her increasingly successful career. We would like to wish her well
as she joins her husband in Bahrain for two years. Highly ambitious
and eager to keep busy, she is actively seeking employment in
international schools.
On a personal note, I would like to thank Sarah for all of her hard
work and support over the four years she has been at QEGS. I
consider Sarah not only an excellent colleague but also a good
friend and I would hope she looks at the possibility of joining
QEGS again if the opportunity arises in the future.
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Amy

Jones
Amy joined Queen Elizabeth’s
Grammar School three years
ago as an Newly Qualified
Teacher after completing two
placements at Haslingden
High School and Kirkham
Grammar School.

She worked alongside Wendy Askam
to see the Psychology Department
increase its student numbers and increase provision to offer
Sociology as an A level option. In September 2017 she took on
the role of Subject Coordinator for Sociology and Psychology.
Amy leaves us to return to Blackpool Sixth Form College, which is
where she studied for her own A levels, but this time she will be on
the staff roll.
Amy says that in her time with us she thoroughly enjoyed teaching
at QEGS and has made memories that she will treasure for life.
Amy says she will miss both the students and the staff the most,
with the Sixth Form students at QEGS in particular having a special
place in her heart.
Whilst she has been with us Amy has not only gone about the daily
routines of teaching, planning and reporting, but she has grasped
much that the social life of the school also has to offer, including
dancing competitions, fashion shows and fund raising activities.
Indeed it is through these that she has made two very best friends
(Mrs Monika Lapinskas and Miss Hayley Wilkinson) who mean
such a lot to her and with whom she will definitely keep in touch.
Amy says that the staff at QEGS are extremely supportive and she
feels lucky to have been part of such an incredible team.

Kim

Jones
Kim joined us in September 2015 from Pleckgate
School and she soon grew to become a very
valued member of the Chemistry Department
and Year 8 Tutor Team.

She thoroughly enjoyed her time in the classroom, but she
also took on a variety of other activities within the department
such as Year 8 Chemistry Club, interventions and revision
workshops, Salter’s Festivals, development of teaching
resources, as well as a number of additional visits and trips. In
her time at Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar School she increased
her responsibilities to take on both Google Classroom Coordinator and Entry Level
Coordinator, both roles she performed to an exemplary standard. Kim married her long
term partner Ian in 2016 and she has to be one of the only people in the world to have a
“chemistry- themed” wedding.
She left us in December 2017 to go to LPD lab services as a Senior Scientist. Her job
there involves problem solving and investigative chemistry predominantly with the
scanning electron microscope, but also GC-MS, GC-FID, ion chromatography, ICP-MS
and AAS. Kim is also expecting her second child.
Kim says that she is very happy that she made the decision to leave teaching and return to
research, but she wishes everyone at Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar School the best for the
future.

Monika

Lapinskas
Mrs Monika Lapinskas first came to QEGS in
2015 as a trainee and took the department by
storm with her energy, enthusiasm and tangible
passion for teaching. Her dynamic delivery in
the classroom ensured that lessons were lively,
engaging and, above all, fun. It was, therefore,
no surprise that Monika secured a full-time
teaching post when one became available.

Monika has been an excellent asset to the Faculty: not only has she consistently delivered
high-quality lessons but she has also been very generous with her time with pupils and
staff alike. Pupils have benefited from her support sessions at lunch times and she has
spent time sharing her technological expertise to create more engaging and interactive
resources. As a result of this, Monika forged positive and strong relationships with pupils
and staff alike.
During her time at QEGS, Monika has also been a superb Form Tutor, highly regarded by
her respective Heads of Year for her excellent organisation and her firm but fair approach
with her pupils. Consequently, she gained the trust of her tutees and other pupils in her
care.
Monika’s many skills and talents saw her promoted to Head of Frobisher, a post she
relished, approaching the challenge with great energy and enthusiasm. This was perfectly
encapsulated in Frobisher’s wonderful contribution to the House Singing Competition
with an impressive performance of Shakira’s “Waka, waka” which involved all House
members dancing the conga across the stage – all driven by Monika’s motivation and
encouragement.
There are many other highlights of Monika’s time here including the residential trip to
Cantabria, trips to Manchester University and the unforgettable performance of La Casa
de Bernarda Alba, Duke of Edinburgh expeditions and, of course, becoming the runner up
of QEGS’ Strictly Come Dancing, together with Mr Birtwistle, all of which give testament to
her significant contribution to the wider life of the School. I am sure that she will look back
fondly on her time with us.
On a personal note, I know that I, as well as the Faculty and Common Room, will miss
Monika’s energy, positivity and participation in all that QEGS stands for. As she moves on
to seek new challenges at Bolton School (Boys’ Division), we wish her all the very best and
know that we will stay in touch. ¡Hasta pronto!
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Jenny

Mercado
Jenny Mercado sadly left the Mathematics
department at Christmas 2017.

Miss Woodcock, as she was then, joined QEGS in 2011,
straight from completing her PGCE. She was extremely well
regarded by her peers in the department and by pupils, with
whom she developed excellent relationships. At lunchtimes
she could often be found giving individual support either at
maths clinic or at her desk. She was well known by all for her
meticulous attention to detail and organisation, rarely going
past the first week in September without having a clear idea
of what lessons she would be delivering that year and with exactly what resources. This
level of organisation involved several heavy A4 lever arch files and she could often be seen
carrying armfuls of folders whilst wearing high heels. In fact she attracted many admiring
looks from Parisians, impressed by her glamour and style whilst accompanying students
on the bi-annual sixth-form maths trips to the French capital.
On joining QEGS, Jenny spent the first 3 years devoting her Saturday mornings to the
netball courts of Lammack until her colleague Pat Taylor suggested she got pregnant to
escape. This brings us to her reason for leaving as changing family circumstances and the
desire to spend more time with her beautiful boy Leo has led Jenny to take an extended
career break and hence unfortunately leave QEGS. She is sadly missed around Ormerod
House.

Helen

Singleton
Helen joined the Primary Phase in September
2013, where she began teaching in Year 5, and
then later transferred to Year 3. Through her
hard work, positive attitude and high energy she
soon established herself as a highly dedicated
and committed Deputy Head of the Junior
School and in turn, the Primary Phase. She
was an extremely energetic and hardworking
member of the team.

Helen’s contribution to the Primary Phase was vast. She co-ordinated many subjects
over her time at QEGS and made many positive changes throughout. Her passion for
improving the school was clear for all to see. In 2016, Helen worked closely with Mrs Case,
the Primary Phase School Council, and members of staff to create our Primary Phase
Values. These have since been embedded into our daily routines and actively encourage
pupils to be the best they can be.
Over her time at QEGS, Helen helped to produce many Junior School productions, often
taking to the controls and ensuring that sound and lightening was always spectacular in
any event. She ensured that all the pupils were ready to perform and knew when to enter
the stage, calming many nerves backstage.
Helen’s kind and caring nature was very apparent to all the staff and she was always
keen to communicate, socialise and bond with others. We all benefited from Helen’s
compassionate and thoughtful approach, and her sense of humour; she was always keen
to support her colleagues in whatever way she was able.
Helen made the decision to relocate to London last year to be closer to her partner, Chris.
Her new role at an independent school in London has allowed Helen to progress in her
career, as Deputy Head (Academic). I know that she is embracing the new challenges and
is implementing many new strategies with the same dedication as she did for QEGS. It
has been a pleasure to work so closely with Helen, and along with the staff in the Primary
Phase we wish her the very best in her new role.
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Hannah

Southwell

To say that Hannah Southwell is enthusiastic
is an understatement! To say that she is a
dedicated teacher is only part of the story.
Hannah joined QEGS in September 2016 and,
from the very first day, her work ethic was clear
for all to see: immaculate displays, lots of colour
and challenges in her classroom and a firm
but very friendly persona to greet pupils when
they arrived. Hannah fitted in perfectly to the
English Department, encouraging pupils to engage with literature
by modelling a really enthusiastic approach to reading both as a skill
and for pleasure. Hannah was also a superb advocate for writing,
frequently supporting the English Department’s writing club and
encouraging pupils to experiment with their own writing style.
Variety and liveliness have always been at the core of Hannah’s work and her pupils always
appreciated the care with which she got to know them. Her colleagues, meanwhile, always
enjoyed her sense of humour and military-level organisational skills! She demonstrated
her love of Shakespeare through a particularly inspirational and varied programme of
study for Year 7, leading to some outstanding, creative responses from pupils of all abilities.
Breezing into school with a cheery smile, a cup of tea and a scarf draped casually but
stylishly around her, it’s no surprise that her classes warmed to her instantly. When she
became a Year 7 tutor in September 2017, she was an ideal welcome to the school and
she took on the role of tutoring with her usual warmth and calm: it’s rare to see a Year 7
tutor who is more enthusiastic about the school day than her tutees!

Lee

Topping
Lee Topping came to QEGS from AKS, Lytham,
in September 2015 to be Head of Mathematics
and from the very beginning Lee threw himself
into QEGS school life in a range of different
areas.
Often to be seen at his desk from just after 7.00 am marking,
preparing lessons or carrying out departmental administration,
Lee was always available to members of the department for
help and advice.

He was known, not only for his Mathematics teaching and his form tutoring, but for his
dedication to running a football team; he spent many a wet and cold Saturday morning on
the touchline coaching the Under 13s.
One of Lee’s innovations for the Department was the summer Mathematics Mini Golf
competition followed by a drink or fish and chips in Lytham. At one of these it became
clear that Lee did not just confine his statistical expertise to the classroom but amazed the
department with the performance analysis of all the rounds he had ever played at Lytham
Mini Golf!
A master of facial expression, Lee used this to his advantage when he won first place in
the staff extreme reading competition. Perhaps his most memorable contribution to wider
school life, however, was his part in the Bollywood Dancing routine which took place at the
end of his final term. Few will forget that!
We wish Lee all the very best in launching his business ventures alongside some part-time
teaching closer to home.

Hannah extended that same welcome to her colleagues and was very supportive to all
staff, in particular through her extra-curricular involvement and her role as a ‘buddy’ to new
staff; always ready with advice from the mundane to the essential (like where to park!).
Energetic and organised, firm but well loved, Hannah was a very popular English teacher
here at QEGS. Her new school is very lucky to have her.
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